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TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2005
JULY

04 Parades: Plain City 7:45 am; Riverdale 9 am; Hooper 10 am; Marriott/Slaterville 11 am .. Lt. Jeff M.
04 Parade: Farr West 8:30 am ............................................................................................... Lt. Jeff M.
08-10 MRA rock and search recertification. Idaho Mountain SAR is hosting ............................... Roy W.
12 Monthly meeting .................................................................................................................... Don O.
17-23 ATV certification ride at night sometime this week .............................................................Bryan B.
25 Ogden City Parade ........................................................................................................... Lt. Jeff M.

AUGUST
02 Monthly meeting ................................................................................................................... John S.
06 Roy City Parade ............................................................................................................... Lt. Jeff M.
06 Urban Rescue training at Ogden Fire Training Tower for K9 and medical teams ................John S.
18 Search and Rescue Golf Tournament at The Barn golf course ........................................ Lt. Jeff M.

SEPTEMBER
06 Physical fitness test, medical reviews ................................................................... John S., Steve E.
10 OEC refresher with Powder Mountain ski patrol ................................................................. Steve E.
13 Start (approximately) of a full OEC medical class .............................................................. Steve E.
16-18 Climb team training at the City of Rocks in Idaho ................................................................ Rick S.

OCTOBER
04 Monthly meeting .................................................................................................................... John S.
08 Monthly training ..................................................................................................................... John S.

NOVEMBER
01 Annual Fall meeting for Winter Rescue ............................................................................... Bryan B.
05 Monthly training ..................................................................................................................... John S.

DECEMBER
06 Monthly meeting ....................................................................................................................John S.
10 Avalanche transceiver training ............................................................................................. Bryan B.

TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2006
JANUARY

03 Monthly meeting ....................................................................................................................John S.
07 Monthly training .....................................................................................................................John S.

10,11,14 Avalanche Level I course ........................................................................................ Mike J., John S.

MAY/JUN CALLOUTS

May 25th—Waterfall Canyon T rail near bridge at the mouth of the canyon. An injured hiker , 29  year old
female, with a twisted ankle. OFD responded and provided medical but needed assistance with the trans-
port. The ATV’s responded and took the patient down to the trailhead. She was released to her friend.
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Right: Sgt. Brad Randall, Gary
Stoker, Nate Foster and Lt. Jeff
Malan at the Summit Co. search
06/19/05. Photo by Bowdie Malan

Below: John Sohl gives last
minute encouragement to Rick
Schroeder and Kent Jensen--
05/25/05
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June 19 th, 20th and 21 at—We responded to assist Summit County  in the search
for 11 year old Boy Scout  Brennan Hawkings who became lost in the Uinta
Mountains. We had 24 members assist on Sunday, all members had our red
shirts on and it looked very professional. As is typical for these call outs the
professional searchers handled the difficult terrain and the civilians searched
the open terrain. Our team assignments included a significant swiftwater com-
ponent near IC. One result of this is that all the shore safety personnel with
throw bags were fodder for the many news crews on site. On Sunday Summit
County had 150 professional Search and Rescue, and 3500 volunteers. That
many volunteers makes for logistics that are extremely hard to manage. Sheriff
Dave Edmonds had Kevin Bardsley of the Garrett Bardsley Foundation
(www.findinggarrett.org/) organizing the volunteer searchers. Kevin Bardsley is
the father of Garrett who was lost in the same area last year and never found.
You can see more about how they organized the volunteers at
www.findbrennan.org this web site may not be active for long so you should
check it soon if you are interested.

The boy was found
near Lily Lake a
couple of miles away.
He was dehydrated,
hungry and scared. It
sounds like he had
been hiding from the
searchers too. (Hiding
behavior is not un-
common and this
should be remem-
bered by searchers
looking for children.)

Injured hiker is loaded onto Bryan Bennett’s ATV with Rick
Schroeder’s help. 05/25/05 Photo by Scott Willis

Left: Schuyler Rands, Matt Webb, Jeff
Woody and Gary Tolman by Scott’s new
ATV. 06/19/05 Photo by Scott Willis

Right: Bryan and Kathy Bennett on ATV’s
with Megan and Mike Fogg following on
motorcycles. 06/19/05  Photo by Scott Willis

Above: Mike and Megan Fogg on
motorcycles at the Summit County
search for Brennan Hawkins. 06/19/05
Photo by Scott Willis

Above: WCSSAR team gathering at
Summit Co. Command. 06/19/05 Photo
by Bowdie Malan

Left: Kris Harrop and Lane McPheeters
search the river at the Summit Co. search
06/19/05. Photo by Bowdie Malan

Above: Lt. Jeff Malan, Sgt. Brad
Randall and Kent Jensen
preparing to go out for another
grid search in Summit Co. 06/
19/05 Photo by Scott Willis

Scott Willils on the trail at the Waterfall Canyon rescue. 05/25/05

Left: Scott’s new ATV.
Photo by Scott Willis
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Sheri and I are still in Florida  attending to a family emergency and may have
to extend our stay to the end of July. If anything comes up that needs my atten-
tion you can reach me on my cell phone (801-476-0589), email me
(jsohl@weber.edu) and/or contact Don Olsen. Sheri and I will attempt to get the
August newsletter out while on the road, but don’t expect too much!

Import ant note: Because of the July 4th holiday, the July Tuesday night SAR
meeting is being postponed one week to July 12th.

Roy West , one of the longest serving members of WCSSAR and the only re-
maining charter member of the original technical climb team, has suffered a
great personal loss. On the morning of June 26th his home caught fire and his
son perished in the blaze. The Sheriff’s Office will be responding to this tragic
event for us. If you’d like to send a card on your own, his address is 745 Nancy
Dr., South Ogden, UT 84403.

The SAR team coat s have been ordered. The company will put Search and
Rescue on the back for free. We have put the new team patches out for bid, they
will be added to the coat. The patches will be paid for by Search and Rescue.

The SAR golf tournament  will be held August 18th at The Barn golf course. We
can potentially earn a significant amount of funds from this event. Funds that will
be available to support our training and equipment needs. It would be very help-
ful if SAR members can help get businesses to support the Golf Tournament
with either prizes or money. Lt. Jeff Malan can supply a letter that will allow
businesses to obtain a tax write-off.

We have been evaluating the fitness and training st andards  in the Executive
Committee and are considering various options for those members that have
many years of experience but are no longer in top physical condition and/or are
no longer able to keep up with the rigorous and time consuming training stan-
dards required for top SAR teams. The simple fact is that some call outs just
don’t require the level of fitness and medical skills that we are targeting but do
require a large number of skilled personnel. Examples include searches on hard
packed snow with no avalanche danger, searches on trails along the bench or in
North Fork Park and urban searches to name a few. We also always have a
need for personnel in IC to assist with signing team members in and out and for
doing safety checks on teams heading into the field. Other needs are crowd
control around helicopter landing zones, radio communications relay and secur-
ing trailheads and intersections during searches. One thought is to form an A
team and a B team or to create a senior patrol as is done on other SAR teams.
Please share any thoughts you have about this issue with your team coordina-
tors, we are open to all input.

Vertical raising and lowering at 21st St. to prepare for the
MRA recertification in July. 05/21/05

Above and below: Jonathan Stucker and Kurt Hadfield
prepare and manage the litter with Ian Sohl as the patient.

Right & Far Right: What goes up, must come down. On
the descent, Rick Schroeder “volunteers” as the patient
while Megan Fogg and Jake Saunders tend the litter.

Below: A successful ascent.



JULY 2005 PAGE 4 WEBER COUNTY SHERIFF SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWSLETTER

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

The ATV certification ride that was originally scheduled for June 18th was re-
scheduled due to snow. We will watch the video at the July 12th SAR meeting
and try to schedule a night ride. Our target for the night ride is the week of July
17th–23rd. We’ll do a page out once the date is determined. Contact Bryan Ben-
nett for more details.

July 8th, 9th and 10th is the MRA reaccredit ation.  Rick Schroeder and Don Olsen
are coordinating the effort, if you have any questions please contact one of
them ASAP. Brad Randall will be representing the sheriff’s department for our
team and will lead the search testing. This will be held at Mackey, Idaho which
is 90 miles NW of Idaho Falls.

CLIMBING WALL :
The schedule for the climbing wall was listed on a separate sheet included with
last month’s newsletter. Most of the events are local city celebrations and the
Weber County Fair. The Executive Committee has decided to place one mem-
ber of Search and Rescue in charge of the wall for each specific event. The
member in charge must recruit volunteers to work the climbing wall. There
should be at least 5 members to handle the wall easily. Kent Jensen will remain
overall in charge of the operation of the wall and will work closely with the
people assigned to each particular event.

Our second climbing wall event  occurred at Uintah Days and brought in $548.
South Ogden Days on the weekend of June 24th brought in $505.

Continuing schedule:
Plain City—July 4th Rick Schroeder
Ogden Street Festival—Dates are unknown at this time.
Roy Days—August 4th and 5th—Lt. Malan will check on this, due to a
conflict with Washington Terrace Days.
Washington Terrace Days—August 6th—Kent
Weber County Fair—August 10th–13th—Kent
Ogden Valley Balloon Festival—August 19th–21st - Steve Ericson

PARADES:
We need to have at least one Search and Rescue vehicle in each p arade.
Friends and families are welcome to come ride on the vehicles in the parades.

Josh Gard was in the Pleasant View parade on June 18th.

Schedules for July 4th parades are:

Plain City at 7:45 am
Riverdale at 9 am
Hooper at 10 am
Marriott/Slaterville at 11 am

July 25th is the Ogden City parade.

August 6th is the Roy City parade.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
Our climb teams are putting in a huge effort to get ready for the Mount ain
Rescue Association (MRA) reaccredit ation on July 8th–10th. Our knowledge
and skills are getting pretty good as a result. However, it is clear we need to
actively recruit new climbers. In particular we need to replenish our number of
technical climbers with extensive mountain and traditional lead climbing expe-
rience. Please work to encourage anyone you know with these qualifications to
apply for SAR membership.

Roy West, Rick Schroeder and Steve Ericson attended the national MRA  meet-
ing and international rescue symposium in Vail Colorado. There were many
excellent hands-on training sessions. They did a lot of different types of training
while there including high line traverses (Tyrolean traverse), cave rescue and
failure modes in anchor and belay systems. There were teams from several
other nations including Korea, China, Poland, Austria and Canada.

Raising/Lowering practice on the rock in Pleasant View on
06/02/05. Photo by Mike Fogg

Jonathan Stucker and Jared Randall discuss litter rigging. 06/
02/05 Photo by Mike Fogg

Sport SAR training at it’s best? The editor wonders if Mike
has a coffee mug in hand?  ;-)  Photo by Mike Fogg

Rick Schroeder, MRA President Monte Bell, Roy West and
Steve Ericson at the annual Mtn. Rescue Assoc. Conference
in Vail, CO. 06/18/05 Photo provided by Roy West

Farr West parade is 8:30 am
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During the MRA business session on Sunday, the MRA leadership asked
if someone in the Intermountain Region would host the national MRA
Spring Conference in June of 2007. The WCSSAR Executive Com-
mittee has discussed the issue and is deciding if we would make the
offer, Lt. Jeff Malan will discuss it with the Sheriff before we proceed any
further. If we decide to do this, it will take a lot of manpower, time and
effort on everyone’s part. This is a huge undertaking but could be a lot of
fun and would certainly put us on the SAR map so to speak. One option
is to get nearby counties to assist with events such as the pre-confer-
ence training that traditionally happens.

DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
The dive trailer has finally arrived at TJ’s. It is still being outfitted with
the heater and water system for the shower. We will pull the generator
from the old trailer and use it in the new trailer. The dive trailer looks
good but at 6 feet it is not as tall as was expected. The changing area is
very roomy and has a waterproof floor. The trailer should be ready well
before the July 12th general SAR meeting and be available for all to
view.

K9 NEWS:
Nothing new.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
The disp atch operations board meeting attempted to pass a policy
stating that only paramedics would be allowed to request medical heli-
copters. Capt. Haycock from WCSO, who is on this board, brought up
the fact that SAR, Ski Patrol and a citizen are all allowed to request
helicopters under state law. This was tabled for future discussion. The
fact that it was tabled rather than simply killed as being against the law
indicates that someone is attempting to figure out a way to garner a set
of resources for which they have sole control. Thus, it seems clear that
we can expect this issue to return.

MEDICAL NEWS:
Steve Ericson needs a list of people interested in t aking the full
OEC class.  Please call Steve if you’re interested. It would start on about
the third week of September running on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day nights from 6 pm until 9 pm.

Start planning ahead now for the OEC refreshers . If at all possible plan
to attend the Powder Mountain refresher on Sept. 10. We have deter-
mined that making up a missed OEC refresher is pretty much impos-
sible. The result being that you lose your medical certification and have
to retake the entire course. As we learn the refresher schedules we’ll
announce them as backups to the Sept. 10 date.

Jeff Stark says that the Red Cross  teaches one class of First Care Course
every month, you have to call in to schedule. (Check with us FIRST ,
we might be able to cover your direct costs.)

MOUNTED POSSE NEWS:
Nothing new.

SEARCH NEWS:
Branden Loock has announced that the revised NASAR manuals  are
finally out. Lt. Malan will get some ordered at which point we’ll finally be
able to get rolling on our SAR-Tech certifications.

OHV NEWS:
The ATV certification ride  that was originally scheduled for June 18th

was rescheduled due to snow. We will watch the video at the July 12th

Steve Ericson and Rick Schroeder visiting the 10th Mtn. Division
War Memorial. Photo by Roy West

Conference attendees race up a 200 foot cliff by ascending a rope.
06/17/05 Photo by Roy West

Roy, Rick and Steve at the MRA conference banquet with Tim Kovacs
and Utah Co. team members. 06/18/05 Photo provided by Roy West
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Rick Schroeder and a SAR member from Poland
examine the Aztec litter rig at a MRA conference field
session. 06/15/05 Photo by Roy West

High Line Traverse field session at MRA conference
in Vail, CO to “rescue” a Rescue Randy over Black
Gorge Canyon. Below: the gorge below... 06/15/05
Photos by Roy West

SAR meeting and try to schedule a night ride. Our target for the night ride is the
week of July 17th–23rd. We’ll do a page out once the date is determined. Contact
Bryan Bennett for more details.

WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
Nothing new.

PREVENTATIVE SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWS:
Nothing new.

FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

This is our first collaborative effort at doing the newsletter long dist ance. John
and I are still attending to our family emergency in Florida. Thanks to Patsy’s knowl-
edge and flexibility with the computer and voila, we should have both online and
hard copies of the newsletter and no one will have missed us at all!

Thanks once again to Patsy Winchester  for taking fantastic notes at the Executive
Committee meeting!

When attending a call out or any WCSSAR event, always remember to sign in/out
on the attendance roster.

This newsletter is published for the benefit of all WCSSAR members.

Thanks to everyone who submitted pictures of the WCSSAR event s!!!

SGT. BRAD RANDALL DEPUTY BRANDON TOLL SHERI (EDITOR)
801-721-4233 or 801-940-7231 or 801-725-2771
SARSGTBR@comcast.net btoll@co.weber.ut.us sherisar@comcast.net

Take a look at the S tandard
Examiner article on our team!

Lost, but usually found
Sunday, June 26, 2005

Weber, Davis rescue teams
combine hard work with a
passion for success on the
job

...Weber County Search and Rescue volun-
teer Rick Schroeder said he spends at least
20 hours a month in rescue and medical
training, not counting time spent on
searches. During his decade on the team,
he has been called out in blizzards, rain-
storms and on every holiday, but Schroeder
said he has no plans to retire.
“It’ s more or less a passion,” he said. “You
don’t get paid, but the camaraderie of
friends is lifelong.”
Most Weber County incidents involve lost
snowmobilers or injured hikers, said Jeff Malan, county search and rescue coordinator. In
20 years on the force, Malan said, the longest missing-person search he’s witnessed was a
three-day operation for missing snowmobilers.
“When those storms come in, it’s blinding and you can’t tell which way is up and which
way is down,” he said. “When we finally found the last guy, he was disoriented and didn’t
even want to come out of the snowcave. He wouldn’t have lasted another night.”...

(ROBERT JOHNSON/Standard-Examiner)
Brandon Woods (left) hangs over the cliff with
victim Emily Schroeder as Rick Schroeder (top)
and Jonathan Stucker (right) steady the litter
while practicing lowering a victim over a cliff
during S-and-R training.


