
TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2006
MARCH

04 Dive Trailer construction party, WCSO, 9 am ................................................................... Lt. Jeff M.
07 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
18 BBQ, familiarization ride, snowcat ride, snow anchors/rescue, Snowmobiles meet

  at Snowmobile parking lot and Skiers at Hidden Lake, Powder Mtn., 8 am ...... Rick S. & Bryan B.
25 Familiarization training w/ GSL SAR Plan, contact Lt. Malan for details .............................. Lt. Jeff M.

APRIL
04 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
08 Swiftwater in Riverdale w/ Fire Dept. ................................................................................... Lane M.

MAY
02 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
06 Marathon and Ft. Buenaventura Outdoor survival classes ................................... Dep. Brandon T.
13 Dive, K9 and Kayaks at Middle Inlet, Pineview .................................................................... Don O.

JUNE
03 ATV certification classroom, practical and ride, Snowmobile parking lot, 8 am .............. Lt. Jeff M.
06 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
10 Scree Evac., Vertical lowering, Jump-Off Canyon ............................................................... Rick S.

15-18 MRA Conference, Marin Co. CA ........................................................................................... Roy W.

JULY
11 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
15 Via Ferrata, vertical raising then scree evac through Strong’s Canyon ............................... Roy W.

AUGUST
01 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.

9-12 Weber County Fair ................................................................................................................ Kent J.

SEPTEMBER
05 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
09 OEC Refresher, Powder Mountain ...................................................................................... Steve E.

15-17 City of Rocks ........................................................................................................................ John S.

OCTOBER
03 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
07 Monthly training .................................................................................................................... John S.

NOVEMBER
07 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
11 Monthly training .................................................................................................................... John S.

DECEMBER
05 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
09 Monthly training .................................................................................................................... John S.

JAN/FEB 2006 CALLOUTS

February 4 th, 7:55 pm —A father and three children  (17 and 10 year old boys and a 6 year
old girl) were lost and stuck at Monte Cristo up by the pipeline.  They thought they were
close to a lean-to but couldn’t find the shelter. Snowmobile, snowcats and skiers responded.
They were located in the Sugarpine Canyon area by Travis Baird’s snowmobile team. At the
time they were found they did have a small fire going but it was pretty inadequate. The little
girl was cold and wet, the young boy was just cold. These two younger children were placed
in the snowcat for the return trip once the snowmobiles had taken them out of the canyon.
The teams had extra clothing for the little girl and Travis stopped often to warm up the little
girl on the way to the snowcat. Apparently the family had gone down a hill and couldn’t get
back up. Once at the bottom the father decided to head eastward hoping to find a road to get
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out on. When that didn’t work (and it would not have worked since there are
no roads for a long ways) he doubled back and stopped at a spot were he
had some minimal cell phone coverage. He then called a friend who was
familiar with the area. His friend called 911 and then explained to us where
approximately he thought they might be located.

For the most part, communications using both 800 MHz and highband worked
well together. One team was told to use the wrong channel and dispatch
helped relay their information. The snowcat was essential for communica-
tions. We had skiers available and we’re reminded to use them if need be.
Also remember to stop your sleds often and get off them occasionally to
search, one team was extremely close but didn’t see the family down the
steep hillside. We also had good TV coverage on Channel 4.

February 6 th, 7 am—Avon, Box Elder County called and asked for assis-
tance. The lost p arty of two snowmobilers  found a cabin into which they
broke in and spent the night. They were helicoptered out just as the teams
were getting ready to go out so we were canceled at 8:30 am.

February 16 th, 5:30 pm—Snowbasin.  Three snowboarders  went off the
backside toward Taylor’s Canyon. One hiked out with car keys to go to get
the others at the bottom. We were checking 27th St. and Smokey the Bear
area to see if they were going to come out at either point. We were just
getting ready to call out the teams when the other two hiked back up to
Snowbasin after four hours of working through the deep snow.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Lt. Jeff Malan and Dep. Brandon Toll taught a kids snowmobile certifica-
tion class  on February 11th. Twenty-two students from ages 8 to 16 attended
and all students passed!

On February 16th, Lt. Malan and Patsy Winchester participated in a group
training on setting up and running the large mobile command center . The
training uncovered some communication and computer issues with the com-
mand center—which Brad Randall states will be corrected shortly.

Presentation: On May 6th, Dep. Brandon Toll needs 2 to 4 team members to
assist with presenting some out door survival classes  to a group at Fort
Buenaventura . There will be 4 classes, 1 to 1 ½ hours each, and they will be
round-robin type presentations. Please contact Dep. Toll for more informa-
tion and to help out.

The winter seminar was enjoyable this year and several team members
slept outside in their snow caves. It was interesting to work with the rescue
sled behind the snowmobiles and we learned a lot about how it pulls and
works. The biggest problem is the large number of people who said they’d
show up but didn’t. This is a serious issue and real cost to our team. If we buy
food for 25 people and only 10 show up the extra food is a real expense that
is wasted. Please be honest when you say you are going to show up for a
training.

Snowbasin ski and snowshoe tour and training on February 11th went fairly
well. The main problems were the lack of timing coordination by the snow-
shoers resulting in one being left behind and the difficult snow for the skiers.
It seems clear that we need to get in more skiing practice, especially in poor
snow conditions. March 18th will be that next chance.

MEMBERSHIP ISSUES AND UPDATES

Taylor Foss  was accepted into the climb and ski teams during the last ex-
ecutive committee meeting and has already attended his first training event.
Taylor is an EMT-B and EMT-W and has worked around an E.R. for experi-

The Winter Team comparing notes after returning from
the successful search. Photo by John Sohl

Dep. Toll, Lt. Malan and Dep. Butler debrief one of the
rescued snowmobilers (blue coat) while Sgt. Kendell
(foreground) and Brandon Everett (background) look
on. Photo by John Sohl

Part of SAR is waiting around for assignments before
venturing out into the night. Monte Cristo search on Feb
4th. Photo by John Sohl

The Stokers are ready to go—and yes, it was snowing
very BIG flakes! Photo by John Sohl
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ence. He leads 5.7 and follows 5.8 and has been climbing for about 5 years.
Taylor is an experienced telemark skier with additional experience in
snowshoeing and some mountaineering. Please be on the lookout at meet-
ings and trainings for our newest team member.

Dep. Brent Butler  will be a new member of the WCSSAR team from the
Sheriff’s Office. The idea is to have a larger number of sheriff’s officers in-
volved in SAR to assist in rapid response to SAR calls and to provide better
coverage. Dep. Butler has already participated in several call outs and at-
tended the winter seminar. Welcome Brent!

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

On March 18th there will be a winter team/backcountry skiers combined
training and BBQ.  The snowmobilers will track a path from Hidden Lake to
Davies cabin for the skiers—who will be skiing from the Hidden Lake park-
ing lot at Powder Mountain. This track will be loaded into the skiers’ GPS’s
so they can find the cabin. The snowcats will bring the skiers back out after
the BBQ. Snowmobilers need to be ready to ride by 8 am at the Snowmobile
parking lot. Skiers will leave at 8 am from the Hidden Lake parking lot. If you
plan to ride in one of the snowcats, please be advised that there is
limited room and you need to sign up for a seat in advance.  Dep. Bran-
don Toll needs a head count—for buying the food—of all participants from
the teams leaders by March 15th. The Sheriff’s Office is supplying food out of
our SAR budget, so it is important that you actually show up if you say you
are attending.

On March 25th there will be a familiarization gathering of multiple county
agencies to compare equipment and facilitate planning for the Great Salt
Lake Plan.  Weber County plans to bring out the airboats, mobile command
center and dive trailer as part of the event. This is not a general team activity
but if you are interested in more information or participating then please
contact Don Olsen or Lt. Malan.
We will be doing a joint training this month with Life Flight and their
hoist . This will likely involve some team members going up in the hoist.
As information becomes available an email will be sent out.

We are planning on holding the annual swif t water training  a month early
this year-on Saturday, April 8th. This will include divers and we plan to invite
the Riverdale Fire Department to train with us.

Starting on May 13th and at least once a month through the summer, we will
schedule flatwater training for the divers. The May training will involve K9,
Dive, and Kayak teams. We will meet at Middle Inlet on Pineview Reservoir
at a yet-to-be designated time. Normally our team training takes place on
the first Saturday following the first Tuesday of the month, however, in May
the Ogden Marathon is scheduled for the first Saturday and will be consum-
ing most of our Sheriff’s Office resources so we had to shift this training
back one week.

On June 3rd we will conduct an ATV certification  ride, classroom and prac-
tical. This will be held at the Snowmobile parking lot at 8 am.

A scree evac and vertical lowering  training will take place on June 10th at
Jump Off Canyon. We had several incidents at this location last year and in
anticipation of more of these events the Executive Committee decided to
conduct additional training in this area.

In anticipation of the possibility of callouts to the new Via Ferrat a, we will
hold a training to practice vertical raising and then a scree evac through
Strong’s Canyon on Saturday, July 15th. As in past years, we are moving
both the July monthly meeting and training back one week to avoid schedul-

Malan, Ferrin, Atwood, Bennett, Pierce, (Willis taking
picture), and Frost at a cabin in Area 51 (secret spot).

(Below) Dan Frost cooking Little Smokies while Chris
Pierce cooks the Hot Dogs near another
cabin while on patrol at Area 51. Photo
by Scott Willis

Paul Atwood relaxing in the sun on the best day of
snowmobiling yet this year. Photo by Scott Willis

John Sohl checks out one of the young patients while
Brandon Everett evaluates the little girl after their long
transport back in the snowcat.

Lt. Malan drives the snowcat back into the “barn”.
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ing conflicts during the Independence Day holiday.

During the month of August, we usually forgo our monthly training event and
instead spend our efforts on the climb wall at the Weber County Fair . Last
year was our first experience with using the new climb wall at the fair and the
reduction in volunteer hours in set-up and break-down time was stunning.
Kent Jensen  is once again coordinating the overall climb wall calendar and
specifically our efforts at the Weber County Fair. We anticipate a busy climb
wall season so please remember to set aside some time to volunteer with
our best money generating venture. (Speaking of which, we are still in the
queue for Cabella’s.)

Powder Mountain has already announced their OEC refresher  will be held
on September 9th. No word yet on when Wolf Mountain is planning theirs.

September 15th–17th is the date for the annual City of Rocks  team climbing
trip. This is for all levels of climbers, including first time climbers. We have a
great time every year that we have done this trip. Reminder , WCSSAR will
pay for camping expenses for any group of two or more members that
go to the City to climb.

CLIMBING WALL :
We have a request from the Deputy Sheriff ’s Association  to provide the
climbing wall at their Easter Egg Hunt. It will be held on April 15th at Mulligan’s
Golf Course. The climbing wall needs to be pulled up to Logan for adjust-
ments and the annual cable replacement before this event. We will also
need to shorten the two middle arms, as per our team discussions from last
year, in order to drop those cables closer to the wall. Rick Schroeder and
Kent Jensen will coordinate with Dep. Toll.

MRA 2007 CONFERENCE:
(New section in the newsletter for the next 15 months or so.)

Starting this month we will be setting goals and assignments to get this
meeting pinned down. Each month between now and the meeting will have
at least an update if not a full committee meeting on this topic.

The Mountain Rescue Association conference is being held in California
from June 15th–18th. Only 5 or 6 members from our team will be able to
attend due to the expense of the conference. One of the goals for our con-
ference will be to keep the price as low as possible. There are several broad
issues within the mountain rescue community that deserve further discus-
sion and will be part of the sessions at our 2007 conference. These issues
range from the future of volunteer SAR to physical fitness. Many of these
pressures are coming from outside agencies such as FEMA. We will want
our conference to compliment previous conferences, especially this year’s
conference in California. For more information about MRA or the confer-
ence, contact Roy West.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
Rick Schroeder  was asked to give a talk about SAR to a youth group at the
end of February. Lt. Jeff Malan asked him to fill out a training sheet for the
presentation. We should also document the other PR activities and presen-
tations that we conduct as WCSSAR team members. We are going to work
on putting a system in place that will make it easy to report your activities so
we can get credit for them.

Several of our Camalot s are getting pretty old and have become slightly
frayed. Rick is going to contact Black Diamond to see if they can be re-
strung or if we need to replace them.

Everyone playing with their Garmin
Rinos. Photo by Scott Willis

Dan Frost cookin’... are those Little Smokies done yet?
Photo by Scott Willis

Who is that Fruit-Loop jumpin’ off a cornice? Photo of
Scott Willis by Chris Pierce.

Lane McPheeters and Jeff Stark attended the Feb. 11th
Snowbasin ride/hike. Photo by Jeff Stark
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DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
In 2006 the dive team will have training once a month from April through
October . The first event is the swiftwater training on April 8th followed by a
flatwater training at Middle Inlet on Pineview on May 13th. Future training events
through the summer will be announced shortly. If you have any requests for
specific training, please contact Don Olsen as soon as possible.

One session will be a Nitrox-dive training , date is TBA. The new Nitrox
system will soon be installed in the new dive trailer and will be fully functional
by early March.

On March 4th we are holding a dive trailer work day . Lt. Jeff Malan presented
his plan for the trailer design to the Executive Committee. Everyone is invited
to come out and help at the WCSO starting at 9 am. We will be fixing up the
interior to make it work as best as possible for the divers and the exterior will
be getting stripes and emblems and the like.

K9 NEWS:
Nothing new.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
At the winter seminar last week, all of the WCSO SAR laptop computers
were up dated  with the latest callout list. In addition, Sgt. Ron Kendell’s, Sgt.
Chad Ferrin’s and Dep. Brent Butler’s computers were loaded with our cur-
rent mapping software of choice.

We are constantly faced with the struggle to keep everyone’s cont act infor-
mation up-to-date.  So here is yet again another plea to you all—f your phone
number, email address, home address or team status changes—please,
please, please let your team leader know. If you are not receiving page outs
for the events you read about in this newsletter—call your team leader! You
can also just call or send an email to Sheri (sherisar@comcast.net or 801-
725-2771).

Radio Batteries: Lt. Malan purchased 40 new radio batteries  for the team
radios at a cost of $30.00 each.

MEDICAL NEWS:
We will be starting a special First Care course  for the posse soon, possibly
as early as this month. If you are certified as an instructor or have a strong
medical background and can assist, please contact Steve Ericson.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Allen Melle needs to have Steve Ericson meet with the Posse to define the
dates and times for the First Care course  to be taught to Posse members.

SEARCH NEWS:
Branden Loock was in contact with NASAR. He is working on getting us ap-
proved for purchases with a P.O.

The NASAR Hug-a-Tree program has been updated and Branden can down-
load the information and get it out to our members that need a copy. We
discussed adding our own information to the program and will evaluate the
possibilities after we view the changes that NASAR has made to the presen-
tation.

OHV NEWS:
Nothing new. Our very own Meg Fogg and Taylor Foss encourage

each other prior to being pulled behind these snow
machines. Photo by Mike Fogg

“Jeff and I
were not sure
where the team
was coming
through to
meet us and
we didn’t have
a map. We
turned around
about noon. We did see a skier and boarder pound through
the  scrub brush. Crash & Burn, lots!!! But we had fun!”
Photo by Lane McPheeters

Chrome Dome parked outside the Environmental Center
during the Winter Seminar on Feb. 26th. Photo Karl Rexer

Emmy & Rick Schroeder show off their snow cave
scrunching. They slept overnight in this deluxe snow cave
carved by John Sohl and Karl Rexer. Photo by Karl Rexer
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WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
In a previous discussion with the WCSO, Bryan Bennett brought up the pos-
sibility of improving communications with the team leaders by using “ear
buds”  while riding on the very noisy snowmobiles. Lt. Malan stated the ones
he and Dep. Toll are using run about $300 per set. He is checking into some
other options that aren’t quite as expensive. It was discussed at the execu-
tive committee meeting that trying out a set on the up-coming ride to Davies
Cabin would be advantageous—hint, hint.

PREVENTIVE SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWS:
Jeff Stark could use some help with his current series of CERT classes
scheduled on Thursdays in Harrisville. Contact Jeff for more information on
how you can help out.

MEMBER PROFILE BY KATHY BENNETT:
I would like to introduce you to Dan Frost , or better know by his close friends
as “Frosty”. He has been a member of  Search and Rescue since November
2005. Dan is 32 years old and is married with 3 children, one boy and two
girls. He is a member of the Winter Team and has worked hard to complete
his certifications that are required by Search and Rescue.

Dan enjoys fishing in the warm months and snowmobiling in the winter
months. He currently rides a Ski-Doo and is undaunted by any challenge.
Another SAR member describes Dan as, “One of the good guys”.

Dan has had an up close and personal encounter with an AVALANCHE. In
March of 2005 he was riding with 3 friends in the Uintah’s at “Humpy Peak
Towers”. Dan noticed a hill that did not have any tracks on it and so he took
off. The avalanche broke and his first instinct was to try and out run it. He
was launched from his sled and partially buried. Although he was able to
extricate  himself, he was Life Flighted out due to 2 compression fractures.
He states, “It was a nasty little chute and I didn’t belong there.” Dan took a
short time to recover and got right back on the sled.

Some buddies that snowmobile with Dan say that he does it in style . At a
recent lunch stop, the majority of the group got out the usual lunch fair—cold
sandwiches, beef jerky, etc. About 30 yards away Dan and good friend, Chris,
were busy building a fire. Within a short time they called for the rest of the
group to join them. They had roasting sticks under the hoods of their snow
machines and began roasting hot dogs and little smokies. As if this was not
a great treat, out came the buns, ketchup and mustard. It was quite a lunch
for the group. Dan really knows how to enjoy his riding.

We would like to thank Dan for his participation in Search and Rescue. He
has and will continue to be a great asset to the Winter Team, as well as, the
entire Weber County Sheriff Search and Rescue organization!

FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks again to Patsy Winchester  for the minutes for the newsletter. A big
thank you to Kathy Bennett  for her terrific article on Dan Frost.

And finally, thanks to everyone for sending in your pictures.  So many of
our team members are acquiring fantastic new cameras and I wish I could
use all of your pictures—they are so good! In addition to sending me images
by email (I can receive up to 12 Mb per attachment) please feel free to send
along captions. I find that captions written by the photographers are so much
better than mine—thanks for all your efforts and creativity.

This newsletter is published for the benefit of all WCSSAR members.
Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net

Taylor Foss finds his way to the ridge where he will hit
some nice powder before dinner at the Winter Survival
Seminar. Photo by Mike Fogg

Dan Frost sends his snowmobile “flying”during a team
training ride. Photo by Chris Pierce

Dan Frost launching his snowmobile off a cornice in style!
Photo by Chris Pierce

Dan and Chris provide a surprise hot meal for their team
members during the ride to Area 51. Photo by Scott
Willis


