
TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2006
JUNE

03 Dive Training, Pineview, Divers at Bluff Marina, Kayakers at Spring Cove, 8 am ............... Don O.
03 Vertical rescue training, Waterfall Canyon, meet top of 29th St., 8 am ................................ Rick S.
06 Monthly meeting—Fitness Testing and see page 6 for details, WCSO annex, 7 pm ......... John S.
10 Climb Wall Uintah Days, 9:30 am–8 pm ............................................................................... Kent J.

09-11 Cabelas Fund Raiser Sale, see page 4 for details ........................................................... Lt. Jeff M.
15-18 MRA Conference, Marin Co. CA ........................................................................................... Roy W.
17 Climb Wall West Haven (8 am–3 pm), Wash. Terrace (3 pm–fireworks) ............................ Kent J.

TBA ATV certification classroom, practical and ride ................................................................ Lt. Jeff M.

JULY

04 Climb Wall Huntsville ............................................................................................................ Kent J.
11 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
24 Climb Wall ............................................................................................................................. Kent J.

AUGUST

01 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
04, 05 Climb Wall Roy Days ............................................................................................................ Kent J.
09-12 Weber County Fair ................................................................................................................ Kent J.

SEPTEMBER

05 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
09 OEC Refresher, Powder Mountain ...................................................................................... Steve E.

15-17 City of Rocks ........................................................................................................................ John S.

OCTOBER

03 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
07 Monthly training .................................................................................................................... John S.

NOVEMBER

04 OEC Refresher, Wolf Mtn. ................................................................................................... John S.
07 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
11 Monthly training .................................................................................................................... John S.

DECEMBER

05 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
09 Monthly training .................................................................................................................... John S.

APR/MAY 2006 CALLOUTS

April 30 th, 4:30 pm, 900 North, Jump-Off Canyon —Three males went hiking  and two of
them decided to climb the rock wall at the box end of the canyon. One got stuck when he
decided to climb down a steep section that was about 75–80 degrees. The climb was prob-
ably about 5.4 in difficulty but would have been a challenging down climb since all the hand
holds sloped downward. He was not injured, just stuck and at that point hungry and slightly
dehydrated. We arrived at the patient and found him about 20–25 feet up. We accidentally
left the lead rack at the trailhead due to a misunderstanding about what gear we had and
what gear we were going to leave in reserve. While the rack was en route we decided that
we had plenty of anchors that we could sling. Jared Randall, Brandon Woods and Summer
Paulk climbed up the ramping bouldery walls to the north and came down to the patient from
above. They set up a sling anchor system and Jared was lowered down to the patient. Jared
got a harness on him then clipped him into his line and the two were lowered safely to the
ground.
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May 2nd, 6:30 am above the University  at the pullout for the ParCourse
exercise trail. A father and 14 YO boy who were from out of town, but living in
the Ogden area temporarily, decided to go for a hike  up to a boulder field
where they had found fossils before. The dad was not feeling well and stayed
at the car while the boy went on the hike alone. The boy was an experienced
hiker. When the boy didn’t return, the father attempted to find him but could
not and the flashlight he had was dead. He went to Smith’s to get new batter-
ies and tried looking again. The dad called 911 but there was some sort of
confusion possibly at the Sheriff’s Office. The duty sergeant talked with We-
ber State PD and it was decided that WSU PD would bike the lower trails.
But, they couldn’t find him. The Sheriff’s Office was contacted again at 1 am
and Sgt. Ron Kendall was notified. It was now so late that Kendall and Lt.
Malan decided with the good weather that we would now just wait until day-
light. At first light our teams responded, however the information that was
given to us was not clear. It took a while to determine if the dad was located
at the top of 36th Street or 46th Street, both have trailheads. We were told that
it was “on the road above the post office.” That made little sense but there is
a post office on 46th west of Harrison so we decided it must be the Beus Trail
at 46th Street. Turns out it was neither trailhead. (There is a tiny post office for
WSU located close to the ParCourse pullout where the dad was located.)
This poor information cost us at least 30 minutes. Scott Willis came on his
motorcycle and rode the trails while we were putting foot teams together. He
located the boy within a few minutes. The boy had no flashlight, was dressed
in shorts and a T-shirt and was cold and hungry.

He said that he reached the boulder field and was looking for fossils when it
got dark. He tried to find his way back but got disoriented and couldn’t find
the trail. He found a small clearing, laid down and went to sleep there on the
dirt. By 8:15 am we were finished with this callout only to have another one
come in a few minutes earlier.

May 2nd, 8:00 am—A Kindergarten girl  was missing from Harrisville
Height s. It was discovered the girl had gotten up, gotten dressed, fixer her
breakfast and got on the school bus by herself. At 8:18 am she was located
at the school. The callout was canceled while en route.

May 19 th, 5:45 pm, Taylor ’s Canyon. The original call was for 17 kids on
the side of Mount Ogden  that couldn’t find the trail with two that needed
help down. It was the Ogden High Jr. ROTC (16 kids and one instructor).
They started early in the day on the Snowbasin side with the goal of hiking up
and over the ridge then down to Ogden. They came up where the Olympic
Tram is located but took a wrong turn on the faint path. They wanted to
traverse around the mountain to the south to gain the Malan’s Basin trail but
ended up too low for that. The amount of preparation seemed to vary signifi-
cantly from kid to kid. A few had hydropacks on and started with a modest
amount of food. A few started with no water or food and reported that they
had not eaten at all that day. The others were in between. By late afternoon
almost all food and water was gone, but most of the kids were not in trouble
yet. Also, at least a few of them got only a couple of hours of sleep the night
before. Many of the kids were under-dressed with cotton clothes, short pants
and sleeves and were stomping across snow fields in sneakers. In summary,
most of these kids were vastly under-prepared for a hike of this magnitude.
Of the 16 kids, four girls where especially exhausted, cold and emotionally
spent. Two of those girls had minor injuries. They were quickly located by
Life Flight, whose pilot also spotted an LZ that was not too far away.

With only a few hours of daylight left we decided that it would be best to fly

Team members escorting the patient down the
mountain. Photo by Ryan Kiernan

During the Jump-Off Canyon rescue, the 2nd team
stands by ready to assist. Photo by Ryan Kiernan

Unloading a group of teens from Life Flight.
Photo by Ryan Werenskjold

Dep. Brandon Toll served as commuications
and LZ officer. Photo by Ryan Werenskjold

Star-8 takes off with a load of WCSSAR team
members on the Taylor’s Canyon rescue on May
19th. Photo by Ryan Werenskjold
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them all off the mountain. Hiking off was not really an option since four were
already spent and many would have run out of stamina by the time we reached
the bottom. A hasty team of Jared Randall and Nathan Foster was sent in to
secure the group and establish the upper LZ. Nathan did patient assess-
ments while Jared started moving kids towards the LZ on the ridge. Meg and
Mike Fogg, Kris Harrop and Rick Schroeder flew up to assist. Meg stayed
with Jared (who had gotten most of the kids over to the LZ by this time) while
the other rescuers went about 0.25 miles across a steep slippery snow cov-
ered slope to assist Nathan with the patients. Nathan had all four girls wrapped
in a space blanket, sitting on their own packs, and was attending to their
chief complaints. Rick and Kris and Mike began to attend to the needs of the
girls and get them warmed up. For warming they used jackets, blankets,
removing wet shoes and socks and direct skin contact with the feet only.
The nature of the complaints were mostly exhaustion and dehydration and a
little hypothermia. One patient complained of a knee injury (she was able to
walk a few steps on the injured knee and did not know how it became in-
jured) the other girl seemed to have sprained her ankle and was disoriented.
She had very little sleep and no food that day. We applied wraps to the
affected areas for a psychological boost and tried to keep them warm. Two
of the girls where able to hike off with assistance and the injured two were
evacuated with the Life Flight hoist.

Meanwhile, back at IC, we were dealing with at least three different agen-
cies and the media, coordinating multiple media choppers in the air at the
same time as our two rescue choppers. We were also staging two simulta-
neous LZs and unloading the 17 patients and 6 rescue team members.

Life Flight, Star-8 and the fire department all complemented us on the effi-
ciency and professionalism that was demonstrated by our team. It was clear
that we had all trained with helicopters, patient care and the Incident Com-
mand System. We were finished with the entire operation by about 10 pm.

This rescue was covered by all the local TV stations and newspapers and
even made it nationally onto CNN.

(Nathan Foster, Mike Fogg and Kris Harrop contributed to this report. Thanks!)

May 29 th, 10 am and May 31 st, 8 am Morgan County assist.  Missing
man,  drowned in the Weber River . The 59 year old victim was camping and
drinking heavily with friends at the Round Valley Golf Course Campground
near Morgan. At 3 am on Sunday members of the group called it a night and
went to sleep. Two of them invited James to sleep in their camper with them.
He said he’d be in after a bit and stayed out by the campfire about 15 feet
from the Weber River. He was never seen again. In the morning the group
found his dog, car and other personal belongings all undisturbed. They
searched the campground until about lunch time then called for Morgan
County SAR. The rescue team searched both the ground and the river banks.
Morgan SAR covered an extensive area and found no clues. They con-
tacted us and asked for interagency support, especially for the water. At this
point the only reasonable guesses are falling into the water or wandering off
to commit suicide. Stumbling into the cold, fast Weber River was considered
the most likely scenario.

On Monday WCSSAR fielded approximately 14 personnel to assist with shore
searches of the river banks, and to provide kayak, dive and bogie board
teams. Because of the rainy weekend the river had risen over night and was
both swift and cold. Typical river currents were running about 7 MPH and the
water temperature was about 45 degrees. There are numerous low-head
dams, weirs and strainers across the river in addition to the occasional small

The final two
injured teens are
hoisted by Life
Flight from
Taylor’s Canyon
to the parking lot
at dusk. Photo
by Ryan
Werenskjold

Photo by Ryan Werenskjold

WCSSAR team gathers at the Round Valley Golf
Course parking lot to deploy along the Weber River in
Morgan Co. in search of a possible drowning victim
on May 29th. Photo by Ryan Kiernan

And another group is unloaded from Star-8. Life
Flight and Star-8 alternated in rapid succession to
transport the tired teens down from the mountain.
Photo by Ryan Werenskjold
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rapids all making kayaking and searching challenging. The water was flow-
ing too fast for the divers to safely search the dams and the bogie boards
were considered too dangerous for use in our second phase of searching
after lunch (provided by the Red Cross—Thanks!). In all, the kayaks and
ground teams covered at least 16 miles of river without success.

The Morgan Co. Sheriff had Weber Basin Water shut down the dams at
Echo and Lost Creek to reduce the water flow on the river. By Wednesday
the Weber River was running much slower and our dive and kayak teams
returned to assist. We arrived before 8 am and were in the water by about
8:15. The water level was approximately two feet lower and the water’s trans-
parency was a bit better than on our first search of the river. The kayak team
(John Daines and John Sohl) swept the river again while the dive team–
comprised of Stuart Taylor, Kevin Tams, Scott Haney and Rick Goodliffe–
slowly combed through the holes, strainers and log jambs. Rick came across
the body at about 10:10 am located 0.8 river miles from the campsite and
about a foot below the surface jammed against the roots of one of the hun-
dreds of overhanging willow branches that were sweeping the surface of the
water. The victim was fully clothed including his white sneakers and had lost
only his dark jacket which explains why we found no clues on the earlier
searches. With him being entirely in dark clothing, deep in one of the many
brush snags along the river banks, and earlier under 3 feet of water, it would
have been impossible to have seen him from either the shore or from the
kayaks. The only possible way to have found him was by having divers
searching the edges and holes foot by foot.

We assisted in documenting the scene and then removed and packaged
the body at the edge of the golf course with Morgan SAR forming a human
screen from curious onlookers. All our teams did a very professional job of
searching. Morgan County SAR was thankful to have our support as they
simply do not have the resources, experience and skill set that our team has
for these sort of technical rescues.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

June is going to be an exceptionally busy month.  To that end we are
going to try to cut back as much as possible during July to give everyone a
break. Most stressful will be the weekend of June 9th–11th when we will have
both the Cabelas sale and the climb wall running at once.

The big news is that we have reorganized the Search and Rescue Execu-
tive Committee. You can see the new group by looking over the masthead
of this newsletter. Here are a few highlights. Kris Harrop was added to assist
Jeff Stark with public education programs such as Hug-a-Tree and CERT.
Nathan Foster will be the Assistant Coordinator for the Climb Teams. Mike
and Megan Fogg will fill a new position covering training and records. Our
goal is to have a complete team roster in everyone’s hands within the next
few months. To that end we will be asking you to fill out forms with your
addresses and phone numbers at the next few meetings, please bear with
us. We will also be able to track hours and attendance better than in the
past. So please, make sure you sign in. If you are not on the roster then it
will be assumed that you did not attend.

The Executive Committee has been working very hard to get the Cabelas
surplus sale  ready. All items are priced and we’re ready to start moving the
products into place on Friday, June 9th. We’ll need a lot of help that entire
weekend starting on Friday morning at 7 am.

There are some absolutely incredible deals to be had at the Cabelas sale.
All items are marked down at least 50% from retail and in many cases much

Scott Willis participated in the ATV search
along the banks of the Weber. Photo provided
by Scott Willis

Ron Hodson
of both
WCSSAR
and Morgan
Co. SAR
participating
in the search
along the
banks of the
Weber
River. Photo
by Scott
Willis

John Daines, Steve Carver, Dep. Brent Butler and
Jared Randall on the Morgan Co. search, May 29th.
Photo by Ryan Kiernan

John Sohl in his dry suit and Rick Schroeder confer
with Morgan Co. SAR during a pause in the search.
Photo by Ryan Kiernan
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more than that. SAR members who help out and also attend the June 6th

monthly meeting will be given 10 special passes. These passes will entitle
members and their families and friends to an additional discount of half off
the ticketed price (this would be 75% off retail prices or better). The passes
will be handed out on June 6th and you must promise to assist significantly
during the sale or with the climb wall that weekend. Each ticket will allow two
adults to attend together to shop. At checkout the price will be cut in half. On
Friday from 3pm–5pm there will be a special pre-sale session to allow SAR
members and their friends and families advanced entry and first pick. The
special passes will be valid all weekend. Here are the details:

Fri., June 9th, 7 am–3 pm Moving and setup
Fri., June 9th, 3 pm–5 pm Presale for SAR members
Fri., June 9th, 5 pm–7 pm Presale for Sheriff’s Office Employees
Sat., June 10th, 8 am–8 pm Public sale
Sun., June 11th, 10 am–3 pm Public sale

Please help spread the word with our advertising fliers.  We are posting
a flyer online for you to download and print out or they are also available
from Patsy at WCSO.

When we discussed purchasing the climb wall , we asked at the general
meeting how many people would be willing to help operate the wall. At that
time well over 20 people raised their hands. In fact, only about 10 people are
consistently attending climb wall events with a few others helping out here
and there. To help reward those who help with the wall we will pay for a
SAR dress shirt for anyone who works at least 15 hours on the wall
during this summer season.

As of this month it is now mandatory for WCSSAR members to have a cell
phone  for call outs. We have two members that do not have cell phones and
this causes problems. These two members will be grandfathered in but they
will be required to set up a phone tree so that they can be notified of pages.
All new members are required to own a cell phone that can receive text
email. It is your responsibility to keep SAR current with your personal infor-
mation, especially your cell phone data. Any changes are to be given to Meg
Fogg and she will update those that need the information. Meg will hand out
a form at the next meeting, to give members the opportunity to update their
records.

Lt. Jeff Malan and I meet with the Inter-hospit al Committee  on May 25th to
discuss who may call for Life Flight or any helicopter support . This com-
mittee is comprised of representatives of public safety and emergency medical
providers for pre-hospital emergency care and for the emergency transfer
of patients between hospitals. One of the fire departments had raised con-
cerns about Snowbasin using 800 MHz radios to call for Life Flight support
without going through proper channels. We discovered that Snowbasin has
a good procedure for this but a new member of their ski patrol made a
mistake and didn’t follow the protocol. That error was correctly addressed by
Snowbasin internally and doesn’t seem to be an issue as far as Jeff and I
can tell. However, we will be arranging for representatives of all the area ski
resorts to be at the next meeting (July 27th) to make sure that public safety
and dispatch are all in the loop whenever air ambulances are called.

As a reminder, WCSSAR protocol is that only Incident Command can call
for air support and we always do that through our dispatchers. So the se-
quence is as follows: The field team decides that we need helicopter sup-
port, they contact IC and discuss it. IC then calls Weber Dispatch who then
calls the dispatchers for Life Flight, Air Med, DPS, etc. as per our request.

John Sohl, Kurt Hadfield, and Mike Fogg of WCSSAR
join Morgan Co.’s Marty Quinlan in kayaks searching
the Weber River. Photo by Jared Randall

Kurt Hadfield searching on May 29th. Photo by Ryan
Kiernan

Kurt, John, and Marty stare quizically at Mike before
he zips through the falls at the weir on the Weber
River. Photo by Megan Fogg

Photo by Megan Fogg
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The helicopter’s dispatch group coordinates with Weber Dispatch who coor-
dinates with us. Once the chopper is in the air we then communicate directly
with the pilot.

This procedure is the same for the ski resorts except that they call dispatch
through 911. Snowbasin has the additional capability of using 800 MHz radios
to communicate directly with the aircraft once it is approaching the resort.

This Inter-hospital Committee also helps to coordinate large interagency train-
ing missions such as mass casualty scenarios. They make sure that in the
event of a major disaster all the EMS services are able to communicate and
work together smoothly.

Our WCSSAR dress shirt s are ready to be ordered. You can order yours at
anytime by going to Pro Street Embroidery at 3670 Washington Blvd. (801)
392-0040. Tell them that you are with WCSSAR and they will order the cor-
rect shirt for you. Tell them exactly how you want your name on the shirt (first
name, last name, both, etc.) and it will be embroidered in green thread. You
can order long or short sleeve. The total price is around $30. It takes about
3 or 4 days for the shirt to arrive then they need a day or two to get it embroi-
dered. Anyone assisting with the climb wall for at least 15 hours will get a
shirt for free. Please coordinate free shirts through John Sohl or Lt. Jeff
Malan before you make the purchase, do NOT try to ask for a free shirt
through Pro Street since they won’t know what you are talking about. With
any luck, Dep. Brandon Toll will have his shirt in time for our June meeting so
that we can all see it.

At our recent callouts we have noticed that some of you have expired or lost
SAR ID’s. Please stop by the Sheriff’s Office during normal business hours
and get a new ID. Also, always bring your ID to all callouts since that is how
we track who is accounted for and who is not.

On a final note, a patient who’s life was unquestionably saved by the actions
of our team one cold night eleven and a half years ago made a substantial
donation to us. Sheila Mavin donated $1,000 to WCSSAR! Sheila is a
marvelous school teacher who got into trouble cross-country skiing in the
meadows near Snowbasin. She was seriously injured (shattered her knee
against a tree) and became hypothermic. Our teams searched through the
night in blizzard conditions followed by clear sky and a large drop in tem-
perature. We found her near death with a body core temperature well below
90 degrees F. We got her to a Life Flight helicopter at about 3 am. The
complete details are much more dramatic. Unfortunately, Sheila is now dy-
ing from cancer and she wanted to thank us all for eleven plus years of life
that she never would have had without the volunteer actions of the members
of our team that fateful night so long ago. All of you make a great team and
I’m unbelievably proud of you and am honored to be the director of
such a fine group of people!  Keep up the good work. And, I’d like to say
“Thank You!”  to Sheila from all of us.

MEMBERSHIP ISSUES AND UPDATES

We have two new members this month, Spenser Pantone  and Daniel Jones.
We also have a returning member, Ryan Werenskjold . All three are mem-
bers of the climb teams and Ryan is on the medical team also. Please get
out there and climb with these guys.

Daniel will be on the technical climb team. Dan leads 5.7 natural pro and can
follow 5.11. He has experience with Civil Air Patrol, computerized mapping
and GPS systems. He has climbed a lot on the Ogden bench and is well
familiar with the area. Dan is First Responder certified and is starting his
EMT training this summer. You can reach Dan at 336-8100.

Taylor Foss and Brandon Everett rescued a gosling
from the control dam. Taylor used a pitchfork to get the
gosling out of the slew and pitched it right into
Brandon’s hands. They now had an orphan—but in
about 10 minutes managed to locate the mother goose
and reunited them on the other side of the river! It was
the rescue of the day. Photo by Megan Fogg

Lane McPheeters and Kevin Tams search the river
by boggie board on May 29th. Photo by Megan Fogg

Dep. Brent Butler gathers his gear in preparation for a
second day of searching the Weber River in Morgan
Co. on May 31st.
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Spenser will be on the non-technical climb team. Spencer has lead 5.8 natural
pro, but only a few times. He can follow 5.9 or 5.10 climbs. As he gains more
lead climbing experience we will move him into the technical climb team.
Spenser is a combat medic and is now a student at WSU. A combat medic is
roughly between a First Responder and OEC with some important differences
such as being IV certified. You can reach Spenser at 920-4604.

Ryan was once the Assistant Coordinator for our medical team. Due to school
and work constraints Ryan had to go to inactive status for a year or two. Ryan
is a medical instructor for the Army Reserves. He is not a lead climber but is
comfortable working at heights and will again be on our non-technical climb
team. Welcome back Ryan.

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

June will be a busy month!  Please try especially hard to help out with the
Cabelas sale and climb wall events in addition to the climb and dive training.
As always, the times listed below are when we want to start, plan to arrive 15
to 20 minutes earlier so you can get your gear ready. Note that there are
several times this month when we are double booked. In particular, on June
3rd it would be good if several of the kayakers (who are all also on the climb
team) could support the dive team in the raising of the boat on Pineview.

June 3rd ATV recert is postponed. The new date is TBA.

June 3rd climb team vertical rescue training  at 8 am at the top of 29th Street.
We will be training in Waterfall Canyon on the rock walls and pillars just inside
the mouth of the canyon. This is a practice run for the MRA 2007 field session.
We will be doing a rescue of a patient in an overhanging rock climbing acci-
dent. This is also a photo-op for the conference PR. Please wear your red
team shirts (which you should always do anyway).

June 3rd 8 am, the Divers will dive to recover a sunken boat  that will soon
become a hazard to navigation once the water levels start to fall. This is good
practice for the team and should be interesting. Everyone is invited, they would
like to have 3–4 Kayakers if possible. This will be just out of Spring Cove.
Divers should meet at Bluff Marina at Cemetery Point. The kayak team should
meet at Spring Cove. To get to Spring Cove drive north of the turn off to Monte
Cristo and Middle Inlet to the east-west section of road that is 1900 North. At
the location of the old Wilson’s service station there is a road heading south-
ward, this is 5900 East. Follow that to the end of the road where there is a
short trail that the kayakers can use to access the reservoir. This is expected
to be a fast job that should be completed by about 10 am.

At the June 6 th Tuesday night meeting  we will do primarily five things. The
annual fitness test, review the changes in SAR leadership, discuss the Ca-
belas sale, assign tasks for the MRA 2007 conference and the divers will do a
practice search on land.

For the fitness test  (which will be available to take quarterly and must be
passed at least once a year) there has been a change in the weight require-
ment of the pack. You can learn more about all the details of the nationally
accepted standard of the US Forest Service Fitness Test by using the links on
the main web page for our team. The change we are making is valid only for
our team and is not valid for anyone needing to qualify at the full level of the
official test. For the teams that must do the “Arduous Test” (a.k.a. the pack
test) the weight will be 45 pounds or 20% of your actual weight, whichever is
less. For the “Moderate Test” (a.k.a. the field test) the weight will be 25 pounds
or 10% of your actual weight whichever is less. Please see page 4 of the
March 2005 SAR Newsletter for details. In a nutshell the motorized and dive
teams need to pass at the level of a 25 pound pack for 2 miles in 30 minutes

John Daines and John Sohl load up their kayaks in
preparation for resuming the search in Morgan Co. on
May 31st.

Kevin Tams and Stuart Taylor getting ready to dive
the Weber River along the Round Valley Golf
Course on May 31st.

Scott Haney and Rick Goodliffe prepare for diving
the Weber. Congrats to the dive team for the find.

John Daines paddles down river in the Morgan Co.
search on May 31st.
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and the climb and winter backcountry teams need to do the 45 pound pack for
3 miles in 45 minutes. Logistics is exempt from the test.

You must arrive with your own pre-loaded and pre-weighed pack ready to hike.
Your pack will be reweighed at the meeting but it will save time if you have
already gotten it right.

CLIMBING WALL :
John Sohl purchased new carabineers  for the climb wall. We now have good
quality biners along with several spares. Lt. Jeff Malan purchased two new
folding tables for the climb wall.

The ScoutArama was a much smaller group this year. We made $635.00 on
the climb wall at that event.

West Haven Element ary had scheduled a private climb wall for their field day
event on May 23rd. Apparently that climb wall was double booked and the school
was told at the last moment that they would not have a climb wall that day.
They were desperate for a climb wall and they called Lt. Jeff Malan. They paid
us the $500 that they would have paid the private company. Five members
responded to assist.

Uintah Days  are June 9th and 10th. Due to the conflict with setting up our
Cabelas sale we will only run the climb wall in Uintah on the 10th.

On June 17th we have West Haven Days  8 am to 3 pm followed by Washing-
ton Terrace  from about 3 pm until the fireworks.

MRA 2007 CONFERENCE:
John Sohl and several others have checked out possible field session sites .
We looked into the Environmental Center, Browning Camp and Camp Kiesel,
the canyon above Frank’s Auto at 1400 N. Mountain Road, Strong’s Canyon
and Waterfall Canyon. We decided that Waterfall Canyon is our best bet. The
transportation costs are nearly zero and we can do an afternoon adventure race/
MRA Olympics up the via ferrata, do a patient assessment and packaging at the
ridge line then scree evac down into Strong’s Canyon. The June 3rd training will
be held at Waterfall Canyon to test this area out. I’m hoping that we can get a
corporate sponsor for the field session that will provide ropes and rock anchors.

I sent everyone an email containing thoughts about the conference. If you
didn’t get that and are willing to help, please let me know. Here are the commit-
tees that I think we need (I’m open to suggestions). I would like to find people
to chair or help for each committee. By splitting this up, it should all be fairly
easy to accomplish.

Registration & Logistics (includes tee-shirt, name tags, signs, etc.); Field Ses-
sions; Classroom Sessions; Vendor Sessions & Exhibits; Special Events (speak-
ers, lining up pre- and post-conference climbing trips with other Utah teams, what-
ever); Transportation; Banquet; Family & Spouse Activities (Museums, Hug-a-
Tree, easy hikes, etc.); Sponsorships & Donations (cash, gear for raffles & auc-
tion); PR (Web site, flyers, PowerPoint); Pre-conference Training-Roy West, chair.

The main conference dates  are June 21-24, 2007  which is Thursday night
registration then Friday and Saturday conference sessions followed by a Sun-
day business meeting. The banquet is on Saturday night and I’d like to have a
Friday night speaker too. The preconference dates are June 19-21, 2007 starting
with a Tuesday night registration and orientation followed by Wednesday and
Thursday field sessions.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
We just purchased two new 300 foot st atic lines.  These will be our ropes for
actual missions. The previous mission ropes will now become our training ropes.

Stuart Taylor and Kent Jensen at the Scout-a-
Rama event. Photo by Ryan Kiernan

Lyman Stoker adjusts harnesses at the Scout-a-
Rama. Photo by Ryan Kiernan

Scout-a-Rama Climb Wall event was not as
successful for us as last year. However the scouts
attending enjoyed the wall! Photo by Ryan Kiernan

John Sohl searches the Weber River in Morgan Co.
from his kayak on May 31st.



The old training ropes will be given to the Mounted Posse for use as run
lines and the like.

We are probably going to hide prizes via notes at GPS coordinates  at the
top of climbs and along hiking trails this summer like we did for the winter
team. We’ll keep you posted.

DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
The goal for the divers  is to dive a couple of times a month. Some of these
will be evening dives.

The new dive trailer  is great. There is a problem with the batteries getting
drained. We are considering adding a solar panel to do a trickle charge and
adding timers to the interior lights. It seems that the main problem is that the
lights get left on accidentally and it drains the batteries. Branden Loock will
get two 12 volt timers so that the lights can’t be left on.

Rick Schroeder researched getting new supplies for our rope gun . There
are none available. We have decided to purchase a new rope gun. Rope
guns cost anywhere between $300 to $1900. We’ll make the order as soon
as possible.

K9 NEWS:
Nothing new at this time.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
Don Olsen noted that Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Office has all the surround-
ing counties’ SAR channels  all on their own talk group on the 800 radios.
There is no cost to get this added the next time UCAN is in Weber County.
Don will relay this information to the Sheriff since it will need his approval.

MEDICAL NEWS:
The Powder Mountain OEC refresher  has been changed to Saturday, Sept.
9th, 2006.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Nothing new at this time.

OHV NEWS:
Reminder:  we are not allowed to use motorized vehicles on any trails that
are closed to ATV’s except when we are on an actual rescue mission. This
especially includes the trails above Ogden that lead to Waterfall Canyon.

The recertification ride  has been postponed because our schedule is so full
this month. We’ll notify everyone of the new date via a page out if it is in June.

SEARCH NEWS:
We are doing a mock searc h on June 13th at Snowbasin for a video for a
special exhibit at the new Children’s Museum of Utah facility at the Gateway
in Salt Lake City. The video will be used in the Intermountain Health spon-
sored exhibit featuring a Life Flight helicopter—the helicopter that crashed
on the pad at McKay-Dee.

WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
Nothing new at this time.

PREVENTIVE SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWS:
A Hug-a-Tree training was presented at Uintah Elementary School on May 19th!
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Climb Wall set up at West Haven Elementary School.
Ryan Kiernan and Fred Duvall assist with the wall
while Lt. Jeff Malan adjusts harnesses.

Lt. Malan and Fred Duvall at the West Haven
Elementary Climb Wall. A very active and fun time
was had by all!

John Sohl presented the slide show for the Uintah
Elementary Hug-a-Tree extravaganza. Below Rick
Schroeder conducts a garbage bag practice session.



MEMBER HIGHLIGHT—MEGAN FOGG: BY KATHY BENNETT

Weber County Sheriff Search and Rescue is proud to have Megan Fogg on
our volunteer team. She has been an great addition to the Technical Climb
Team and the Backcountry Ski Team. Megan is 24 years old, has been
married for 2 years, and is a vegetarian. She has a dog named London
(London Fogg—get it?) and currently works as a Data Entry Manager for
Backcountry.com.

Megan resides in Layton with her husband Mike
and enjoys the outdoors. Megan is an accom-
plished technical climber and has had the op-
portunity to climb Mt McKinley, which was a 35
day trip. She has climbed Mt Rainier, Mt Hood
and Mt St Helen.

Megan is always willing to help whenever
needed. She is someone you can rely on for the
most daunting task and turn around and be there
to help with the menial tasks. The volunteer or-
ganization could not run as smoothly as it does
without people like Megan Fogg. We want her to
know how much we appreciate and admire her!!

FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks again to Patsy Winchester  for the minutes for the newsletter. A big
thank you to Kathy Bennett  for her terrific article on Megan Fogg. Volun-
teer Director John Sohl is putting in a heroic effort to keep everyone on the
team informed via this comprehensive newsletter. To make sure you’re read-
ing it—there will be a test at the next monthly meeting! ;-)

And finally, thanks to everyone for sending in your pictures!

This newsletter is published for the benefit of all WCSSAR members.
Newsletter Editor Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net
Or if Comcast is not working use sheri@clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett ; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

JUNE 2006 PAGE 10 WEBER COUNTY SHERIFF SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWSLETTER

Meg and buddy London Fogg at the Riverdale
swiftwater training exercise this year. Photo by
Scott Willis

Left, Steve Ericson, Megan Fogg and
Jared Randall gratefully stop for lunch
during the Morgan Co. body recovery.
Photo by Ryan Kiernan

Meg Fogg—photo by Mike Fogg

Above, Megan Fogg can’t resist a big grin after
successfully using her ice axe to arrest her downhill
plummet. Right, Meg is put in charge of setting up the
lowering system in our mine
extraction training. Below right,
looks like Mike and Meg have
an expensive new hobby after
trying out snowmobiles during
one of our training sessions.

Jake Saunders and Megan Fogg attend the lowering
of the litter holding Rick Schroeder during a practice
session prior to our MRA recertification in 2005.


