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TRAINING CALENDAR  2007
APRIL

28 Joint training with Wasatch Front MRA counties (Utah, Salt Lake, Davis and Weber) to
prepare for the MRA conference field session in Waterfall Canyon, 9 am ........................... John S.

29 Causey evidence search, divers & kayakers meet Memorial Campgrd, 11 am ................... Don O.

MAY

01 MRA planning meeting, WCSO training room, 6 pm............................................................. John S.
01 K9 meeting, WCSO room TBA, 6 pm...................................................................................... Mike J.
01 Monthly mtng, Roped rescue, patient package/high angle care & MRA, WCSO, 7 pm ......Rick S.

03, 05, 10, 17, 24,
& 31 First care advanced first aid course, WCSO annex, 7–9 pm ............................................. Steve E.
04–05 Box Elder County’s Desert Survival Seminar ..................................................................... Lt. Jeff M.

05 Climb training, scree evac, Waterfall Canyon, meet prkng lot NE corner of WSU, 8 am ....Rick S.
08 Pineview Dive, search for mussels, Yacht Club, 5 pm ........................................................... Don O.
12 Mounted SAR familiarization ride, Waterfall/Strongs canyons ............................................ Allen M.
19 Wilderness certification testing for K9 team, Art Nord by Snowbasin, 9 am ........................ Mike J.
31 Part I of CPR recertification, WCSO annex, 7–9 pm .......................................................... Steve E.

JUNE

05 Monthly meeting, MRA—It’s-kind-of-a-big-deal, WCSO, 7 pm ............................................ John S.
07 Part II of CPR recertification, WCSO annex, 7–9 pm ......................................................... Steve E.
09 MRA Practice field sessions and Prep ................................................................................... John S.

JULY

10 Monthly meeting, ATV organization and field ops, WCSO, 7 pm ....................................... Bryan B.
14 ATV/MX trail familiarization ride to YCC camp .................................................................... Bryan B.
14 Inter-county training at the YCC camp behind Willard Peak .............................................. Lt. Jeff M.

AUGUST

07 Monthly meeting, Dive team ops and dive team support, WCSO, 7 pm............................... Don O.
09-11 Weber Co. Fair ......................................................................................................................... Kent J.

11 Dive at Pineview ......................................................................................................................Don O..

EVENTS CALENDAR  2007
APRIL

28 Climb Wall, Plain City, 4132 W. 2200 N., 9am–2pm ...................................................... Sgt. Chad F.
CERT classes, completion, Ogden ........................................................................................... Jeff S.

MAY

16 Safety Fair, West Haven Elementary, 5:30–8 pm ................................................................... Jeff S.
19 Ogden Marathon Climb Wall, 7 am–1 pm.......................................................................... Lt. Jeff M.
19 Boy Scout safety display, more information TBA .............................................................. Lt. Jeff M.
24 Climb Wall, West Haven Elementary, 8 am–3 pm ........................................................ Sgt. Chad F.

JUNE

09 Climb Wall, Mountain View Park, Farr West, 10 am–4 pm ............................................... Lt. Jeff M.
19-24 MRA 2007 and pre-conference............................................................................................... John S.

JULY

04 Parades, .................................................................................................................... Dep. Brandon T.
TBA We Did It Party! ........................................................................................................................ John S.

AUGUST

08-11 Climb Wall, Weber Co. Fair ...................................................................................................... Kent J.

Reminder: The WCSSAR monthly meet-
ing is in the main WCSO building.
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MAR/APR 2007 CALLOUTS

April 3 rd, 17 year old male hiker  with an injured right knee and ankle at Camel Cave .
The callout occurred in the middle of a fine presentation on Swiftwater rescue by Lane
McPheeters. Several members of the team left the meeting and responded to the park-
ing lot of the Catholic Church on Harrison and 500 North. The patient was helped down
the hillside via family and other hikers. Team 1 was deployed from IC to drive part way
up towards the patient at 8 pm while Jeff Stark rode his motorcycle up to meet Team 1
and the patient. Jeff assessed the injury and Team 1 assisted in bringing the patient the
rest of the way to the vehicles. There was a missing radio after the callout which was
finally located last week.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Import ant Reminder: WCSSAR general meetings are now in  the main building.

Long time Sheriff’s Office employee and SAR Administrative Assistant Patsy Win-
chester will be retiring this month. Some one else might be able to do her job, but she
will be impossible to replace. Patsy’s SAR Executive Committee minutes form the
majority of these monthly newsletters. We all owe her a great deal of gratitude. I, for
one, will certainly miss her. With any luck, she’ll be back part time.

We have not had our periodic fitness test  in a while and we will not be holding any of
the pack tests until after the MRA conference in June. This will allow us to use the time
before the regular meetings for conference planning sessions rather than trying to do
a simultaneous fitness tests. I expect that we’ll be back on our every 3-month sched-
ule starting in July. Remember, all WCSSAR members must pass this test once each
year or go through the optional physician’s evaluation.

The State SAR meeting  will be May 12th in Wendover, NV. Scott Combe and Sgt. Ron
Kendell will be attending from our organization. They will take MRA Conference fliers
with them to inform the members of this opportunity to attend a national conference in
their backyard.

There are date changes for several meetings  in the next 3 months. The Executive
Committee meeting for June will be changed from June 19th to June 26th (due to MRA
Conference), the July General Meeting will be July 10th instead of the 3rd and next
Executive Committee meeting will be July 25th (Wednesday) instead of the 24th.

MEMBERSHIP ISSUES AND UPDATES

Lt. Jeff Malan will explain the new WCSO organization  chart and introduce the new
members of WCSSAR’s chain of command at the May 1st general meeting. There is a
new UnderSheriff, Kevin McLeod, Chief Deputy Law Enforcement is Terry Shaw and
Chief Deputy Corrections is Terry Thompson.

There are several members leaving WCSSAR  who have experienced changes in
personal priorities, moved out of state or for other reasons are no longer able to join us.
We would like to thank Dee Herbert, Jeff Woody, Jeremy Evans, Schyler Rands and
Travis Mann for all of their years of service to WCSSAR.

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

The First Care Course  begins this week on Thursday, April 26th and will run on Thurs-
days through the first week in June from 7th–9th pm at WCSO annex. As an additional
reminder, the last two days of the First Care Course are the CPR portion for those who
only need this recertification.

On Saturday , April 28 th, at 9 am there will be a joint meeting with other Utah MRA
counties (Utah, Salt Lake and Davis counties) to prepare for the MRA  conference
field session.  We will be meeting at the small parking lot at the northeast corner of the
WSU campus. This is the lot that is at the edge of campus near the top of 36th Street.
We will not be doing any actual rope work but we will hike into the field locations to
check out our options. Be prepared to hike for several miles and for some minor scram-
bling on scree. We hope to be done by about noon and our team is requested to hike to
the ice climbing park and help Don Roberts “summerize” the park by breaking down the
plumbing and storing pipes out of sight of the general public.

Lt. Jeff Malan and Nathan Foster (center) discuss
the Camel Cave callout. Caleb Stoker (left) took
on the task of “keeper of the ID’s” while Shaun
Palm and John Daines (right) standby. 04/03/07
Photo by John Sohl

Members of Team 1 were transported to and
from the site of the rescue in Rick’s trusty truck.
Photo by John Sohl

John Daines, Shaun Palm and Woodsey hold a
discussion at IC. Photo by John Sohl

Jared Randall, Mary Wilcox and Taylor
Foss standby for the debriefing at the end
of the Camel Cave callout. Apologies to
Lane McPheeters for running out on his
swiftwater lecture. Photo by John Sohl
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The dive on Thursday April 19th at Causey Dam  was postponed due to poor weather
conditions and is rescheduled for Sunday, April 29th at 11 am. There are WCSSAR
divers scheduled and we will also invite Box Elder and Cache to join us in this search.
The search will be located on the Camp Kiesel side and participating team members
are asked to meet at the road by Memorial Campground, where someone will direct
you to the location of the dive trailer. Kayakers are also requested to assist. For more
information on this search, see the dive team section.

At the regular monthly WCSSAR team meeting on T uesday , May 1st there will be
training on roped rescue, patient packaging and high angle care. Please remember
that these meetings are at the main WCSO in the training room at 7 pm.

Note from Lt. Jeff Malan: I have arraigned to have a biologist from the Fish and
Game to attend our next general meeting on Tuesday, May 1st. They have requested
the use of our dive team in doing an inspection of cables and docks at the Yacht club
on Pineview Reservoir. They will be showing a video on an asian mussel (quagga
mussel) that has infected lakes of the lower Colorado River (http://www.nps.gov/
glca/parknews/upload/Expanded%20Action%20Plan.pdf). Ten bodies of water in Utah
have been identified as possibly infected with this bad organism and Pineview is one
of them. It is transported by boaters on infected lakes who then bring their boats in
the summer to Utah waters. The Fish and Game folks have already contacted the
Yacht club and they will assist by letting our divers go in the water from their docks.

The climb team will hold scree evacuation training  at Waterfall Canyon on May 5th.
Everyone should plan to meet at the top of 29th Street and be ready to go at 8 am.

May 4th–5th, Box Elder County’s Desert Survival Seminar .

CLIMBING WALL :
The climb wall was taken back to the manufacturing facility in Logan for annual
maintenance  and had new cables installed and the pulley changed. Lt. Malan also
purchased three new harnesses to replace some old ones that were fraying. It is
back and ready to go.

To say that our team will be busy during the next two months as we prepare to host
the MRA conference—is an extreme understatement. Even though we’ve resolved
not to accept too many climb wall events until after the conference, we still have
several on the schedule that need to be staffed. We encourage all team members
to consider helping out with these climb wall activities  if a particular event works
within your personal schedule. Also, please contact the WCSO officer listed in the
events calendar on the first page of this newsletter, or call Kent Jensen if you are
able to participate so that we know in advance whether the various climb wall duties
will be covered.

Our next climb wall event is Plain City  on April 28th from 9 am to 2 pm for the
dedication of the new fire station. The address is 4150 W. 2200 N. Please contact
Sgt. Chad Ferrin if you can help with this event.

Somewhere in here is the Boy Scout Jamborall and I don’t know anything about it
except that it might be on May 18th and 19th.

In May the climb wall will set up at West Haven Element ary  for a prepaid school
event on Thursday, the 24th.

On June 8th and 9th the climb wall will be one of the events at Uintah Days.

MRA 2007 CONFERENCE, JUNE 21-24, 2007:
John Sohl is well on the way to finalizing the present ations schedule for Friday,
June 22nd as well as formalizing the panel discussion on Volunteer -vs- Paid. On April
28th at 9 am there will be a joint MRA units event with members from Utah County,
Salt Lake County and Davis County at Waterfall Canyon to scope out the area and
plan the MRA Saturday field session. Everyone is to meet at the NE corner of Weber
State Campus on Skyline Dr. across from the maintenance buildings.

We are in need of Bag Pipers  for the conference, please contact John Sohl if you
have information on a group available on Saturday, June 23rd for the MRA banquet

Kurt Hadfield, Doug Wewer, Karen Alexander and
Jed McDermott watch from the sidelines at the K9
re-certification at the fair grounds this month. Photo
by Kathy Bennett

Kurt Hadfield and Nexy at the
fairgrounds. Photo provided by Doug
Wewer and Kathy Bennett

Liz Hebertson and Chryssi at the K9 re-certification at
the fair grounds. Photo provided by Doug Wewer and
Kathy Bennett

Doug Wewer, Liz Hebertson, Mike Jenkins and
Karen Alexander at the fair grounds. Photo by
Kathy Bennett
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event. Lt. Malan is drafting a letter for the Sheriff to take to the County Commissioners
for a conditional use permit for WCSSAR to hold the Saturday field sessions in Water-
fall Canyon for the MRA conference.

Sheri sent out an email last week asking for WCSSAR team members to register  if
they wish to attend the conference and more importantly to volunteer for one of the
many, many tasks yet to be assigned. Thank you to everyone who responded and
please plan to attend the Tuesday, May 1st MRA conference planning meeting at 6 pm
at the WCSO in the main training room. A list of WCSSAR team members who have
registered for the MRA conference will be passed around both during this meeting
and the general meeting at 7 pm. We will also be circulating a list of tasks to be
assigned before and during the conference. This is a group effort folks and now is the
time to join the group!

Some of assignment s and planning for events are already progressing as follows:

There will be a preview tour of Petzl on May 7th around 5ish—contact Roy West for
more details.

Roy West is also putting together technical climber teams for the Technical Rescue
Rigging pre-conference workshop.  At the moment he has Ken Schulte, Fred Du-
Vall and Taylor Foss lined up for duty. However, since we added another full workshop
to the agenda, Roy will be needing additional technical climb team members to fill out
the added workshop.

Rick Schroeder is coordinating all transport ation for the conference. Weber State
University decided (and wisely so) that our MRA delegates would probably not want to
mix it up with a Football workshop conference that is taking over Promontory Tower
dorms during the same time period as our conference. Therefore, all MRA delegates
will be staying in University Village apartments. These lodgings are further away from
the main venue at the Shepherd Union building, therefore, we will be needing more
buses and vans more often than we originally planned.

Nathan Foster will organize the field sessions  to be held on Saturday, June 23rd in
Waterfall Canyon.

Bryan Bennett will handle the ATV’s in Waterfall Canyon  during the field sessions
and secure permission to run them on Forest Service land. Lt. Malan will check with
the state to see if a long line can be used to get supplies in place for the field sessions.
Equipment will need to be transported up by Friday night and some of our team mem-
bers will camp out in the Canyon to safe guard the equipment.

We decided to set up an alternative activity for groups not wanting to participate in
field sessions. Geocaching  locations will be mapped both on the WSU campus and
in Waterfall Canyon for anyone wanting a less rigorous activity and for MRA delegate
family members. Scott Willis agreed to coordinate this task

Meg Fogg is doing a fantastic job of coordinating the effort to seek in-kind and cash
donations for the MRA conference. Some of these donations will be provided to each
delegate in their registration packets, some will be awarded during several raffle events
during the conference and a few will fill out the silent auction. Many donations will also
be solicited by MRA officials and we are looking forward to a very busy time with all of
the prizes.

As we begin to pull the final details of the conference together, several people have
suggested that a Weber State University familiarization tour be conducted of the
sites we will be using during the conference. The spring semester is drawing to a
close and before the summer session begins would be a good time to schedule this
tour. Please plan to come to the Tuesday planning meeting with suggestions for pos-
sible dates for this tour.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
Rick Schroeder asked if Lt. Malan had heard anything about Black Diamond ’s pro-
deal form and the lost order for the camalots. Malan stated he refaxed the form to
them and they should have it soon, at which time we can reorder.

John Sohl examines one of the backpacks that Meg
Fogg has received as a donation for the Mountain
Rescue Association Spring 2007 conference.

Meg Fogg and Roy West inspect some of the many
awesome items of apparel received for the MRA
conference.

Meg Fogg displays one of the many amazing
jackets we have received for the silent auction for
the MRA conference.
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Rick Schroeder and Jeff Malan will ar-
range for prizes  to be hidden at GPS co-
ordinates along hiking trails for our team
members to find. This will be similar to
the way we have been hiding prizes in the
winter for the Winter Team. It is a fun way
to get more experience with your GPS and
to get to know the trails a bit better.

As you probably know, WCSSAR has
been given permission to host our train-
ing for the MRA conference in Waterfall
Canyon and to use the Via Ferrata for free for the conference. To say thanks, I’d like
to get some volunteers to help with an event this weekend hosted by Jeff Lowe . It
will include a few of the world’s top climbers and mountain filmmakers.

Jeff Lowe, who is a world renown climbing legend from Ogden, and his nonprofit
agency, Ogden Climbing Parks, is managing the Waterfall Canyon Climbing Park.
Jeff is trying to do the best job he can to improve climbing opportunities in the Ogden
area and to that end, Jeff is hosting a significant event this weekend (April 28th–29th)
called ClimbFest Ogden  and needs a lot of volunteers. There are some benefits to
volunteering too, including free admission to the climbing film festival (normally $25
in advance and $30 at the door) and vastly reduced cost for the evening meal. (The
dinner is normally $50 to $200 a plate but volunteers get the meal at cost at $25.)
The films alone should be worth every minute spent helping. Most of the activities
will be in two places: on the Ogden east bench and at the Timbermine Restaurant
(1701 Park Blvd.). You can get more information about the events and schedule at:
http://www.jefflowe.info/climbfest/

Jeff will need help with hosts/ushers showing people where the boulder fields are
(there will be maps), with helping to set up auction tables, with doing signs, with
packing up after the dinner, etc.

One thing that we are doing with SAR this Saturday morning is a meeting with the
other MRA teams in Utah to lay out the training for the 2007 MRA conference. As
part of that we are going to introduce those visiting teams to the via Ferrata. As a
team it would be good to say thank you to Jeff for giving us access to the canyon
and the via Ferrata. So, after the conference planning meeting this weekend (April
28th), since we are already in the canyon, we are going to help WCSSAR team
member Don Roberts with packing up some of the pipes that are used for the ice
farming for ice climbing in Waterfall Canyon. We can certainly use help on that and
it should take about 2 hours or so.

If you can help with any of the rest of the ClimbFest Ogden event then please con-
tact Jeff Lowe at: jeplowe@netscape.com or call him at 801-710-9845. Or you can
call John Sohl at 801-476-0589 or email at jsohl@weber.edu.

DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
Word is out on the grape vine that Art Pluim  is coming home from his tour of duty...

Notes from Kevin Tams from the phone conference call on 4/24/07: Search for evi-
dence at Causey Reservoir —the County is requesting 5 to 8 divers for Sunday, 29th

April, to conduct searches and identify areas of interest. Members of the dive team,
kayakers and shore support personnel will meet at the Memorial Campground Sun-
day morning at 11 am. WCSO will have the trailer and inflatable’s already staged at
the dive site. There was a short discussion on search criteria, depth, temps and
requirements of the team. This dive is to be concluded Sunday unless deemed
necessary by WCSO to continue. Sgt. Ron Kendell will notify all corresponding agen-
cies to support any emergencies.

Several ground team members will be asked to assist the divers including 4 to 6
kayaks to map areas covers by divers and one or two ATVs to help ferry equipment
and personnel. We plan to be in place for the pre-dive briefing at 11 sharp with water
time directly after.

Jeff Lowe with clips from forty years of mountain
adventures (www.jefflowe.info) will be presenting at
the Ogden ClimbFest.
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Second item of discussion in regards to survey work for the Fish
and Game Dep artment —there are approximately 10 bodies of
water in Utah that the department has interest in searching for
signs of the “Zebra Mussel” that has been located in lakes and
rivers in Utah, these are destructive and cause damage to the
aquaculture that they infest. We will be searching dock-platforms,
cables, and various areas in Pineview, throughout the summer.
There is a good video at: http://www.nr.utah.gov/newscollect/
1.php, with good info gathered by our local outdoors show.

Don Olsen indicated that there will be “more to follow,” as far as
actual times and plans for these dives and areas to search etc.
All agree that these could be useful training dives for the team.
KT

On another matter, Sgt. Ron Kendell and Lt. Jeff Malan apolo-
gized on the miscommunication for the swif t water training . They
forgot to send out the page to all team members to cancel it.

K9 NEWS:
K9 report submitted by Karen Alexander: The K9 team is meeting on May1 st, at the
WCSO at 6 pm (location TBA) before the regular 7 pm general meeting to prepare
our training schedule for the rest of 2007. We will be discussing test dates, training
logs and setting up additional training dates for those who are interested. If we finish
our meeting before 7 pm we will join the MRA planning meeting which will already be
in progress in the training room at the WCSO.

The dog team successfully completed the obedience and socialization re-certifi-
cation test at the Weber County Fairgrounds in April and we appreciate Jeff Stark,
Stan Stark and Sgt. Chad Ferrin who were the K9 evaluators for taking the time out of
their busy schedules in helping us complete this evaluation.

Saturday, May 19th at 9 am, is a test day for all the K9 teams. We will be testing on
Wilderness Certifications  at Art Nord trail up by Snowbasin. Handlers that pass the
test will receive their Wilderness Certification as a Level 2 operational dog handler
for WCSSAR.

We would like to extend an invit ation to any SAR member(s)  to come out and train
with us at any time. We can always use the help and love to involve more people
whenever we can. Please contact Mike Jenkins or Karen Alexander if you would like
to join us in the future.

Also, Bryan Bennett and his dog Jackie attended a 3 day Cadaver Seminar in Jack-
son, Wyoming, and will also be attending another Cadaver/Tracking and Trailing
Seminar in Helena, Montana, in June. This team will receive a Cadaver Certification
which will be a great asset to Weber County. In addition to this, Jackie tested and
passed her Canine Good Citizen Certification  (CGC) on April 23rd and will also be
taking the Wilderness Search Test for the Tri-State Standard on June 1st. Way to go
Bryan and Jackie! KA

The K9 team is requesting a notice of training completed  form be posted on
line at our WCSSAR web site. Sheri will look into this in-between MRA confer-
ence planning.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
We received word this week that the majority of our grant request to the Laci and
Conner Search and Rescue Fund  was approved and we are in the process of
ordering 20 Garmin Rino 530’s from Liberty Mountain. Kudos to the MRA winter
meeting for passing along the information about this source of funds for search and
rescue and kudos to John Sohl for taking the time to write the grant for these Rinos.
The grant also requested money for an EPIRB unit for the team but this portion was
not funded. We can guess that the logistics team is going to be busy for a while
loading maps into the new Rinos...

Ripley and partner with big grins (or at least Ripley’s
partner is grinning) at the fair grounds. Photo
provided by Doug Wewer and Kathy Bennett.

Members of the K9 team  participate in the
obedience and socialization re-certification test
at the fair grounds this month. Photo by Kathy
Bennett

Kurt Hadfield and Nexy perform in a directional
exercise with Jeff Stark (center) evaluating. Photo
provided by Doug Wewer and Kathy Bennett
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MEDICAL NEWS:
Steve Ericson wishes to remind everyone that the First Care Course  is in progress
and will continue through the first Thursday in June. May 31st and June 7th will be the
CPR recertification portion for those that need it. Steve had two EMT’s that were
going to assist him drop out, he is requesting help with two new EMT’s. Please con-
tact Steve if you are available to help.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Allen Melle stated is coordinating a horse familiarization ride  on the east bench by
Taylor, Waterfall and Strong canyons on May 12th. Allen will get permission from the
Forest Service for the horses to ride in these areas (which are normally closed to
horses).

The first draft of the WCSSAR Mounted SAR  standards have been typed up and
will be posted on our web site as soon as we get a chance.

SEARCH NEWS:
Nothing new.

OHV NEWS:
Bryan Bennett is planning a joint county ATV training  on July 14th at Avon. The ATV
team wants to conduct an overnight training in August in the Uintah’s. These events
are open to everyone on the team. Please try to keep July 14th open on your calen-
dars.

WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
Scott Combe is in the process of putting the snowcat s away  for the season. If you
are available to assist, please contact Scott.

PREVENTATIVE SAR NEWS:
Jeff Stark has finished the Harrisville CERT classes  and has two more weeks for the
Ogden class. There will be open training at Weber High School, April 21st at 8 am.
Please preregister with Tammy at WCSO. There is also a train the trainer in Salt
Lake City on April 28th.

There will be a safety fair in W est Haven  on May 16th from 5:30 pm until 8 pm. Jeff
Stark is coordinating our participation in this event with the help of Rick Schroeder,
Scott Combe and Karen Alexander. The event will be held at the West Haven El-
ementary School. If you are interested in assisting with the training of these children
and their families, please contact Jeff Stark.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT—DOUG WEWER: BY KATHY BENNETT

I would like to introduce you to Doug Wewer, one of
the newer members of WCSSAR.

Doug is not new to volunteering his time to help oth-
ers. His first involvement with search and rescue was
at the age of 17 with the ski patrol at Ski Roundtop in
Pennsylvania. During college he was involved with the
Tuckerman Ravine Ski Patrol (a backcountry ski pa-
trol) in Pinkham Notch, New Hampshire. After college
he joined the AMC Construction Crew which gave him
the opportunity to help with search and rescue along
the Appalachian Trail. He has also volunteered for the
Denali National Park as a backcountry patrolman with
Park Service on the West Buttress route, Avalanche
and Mountaineering instructor for the NSP, Eastern Division and was the President
of the Messiah College Outdoors Club for 2 years. His was first involved with Weber
County through Snowbasin and decided in 2005 that he would like to be involved
year round. He has also been involved with the Timpanogos Emergency Rescue
Team (TERT) during summers with his wife, Katie.

Generous outdoor equipment vendors have
sent us dozens of items for the MRA
conference raffle. We are hoping for a
successful raffle event!

Doug Wewer

Doug Wewer and Syringa pose for a photo op at
the Hidden Lake parking lot after returning from
Davies Cabin during the January 2007 training
event. Photo by John Sohl

Stan Stark (left) evaluator and Doug Wewer and
Syringa (right) participants in the K9 obedience
and socialization recertification this month. Photo
by Kathy Bennett

Ken Schulte, Bruce Engelby and Roy West after
climbing Striped Rock in the Circle Creek area of
the City of the Rocks on March 24, 2007. Photo
and caption provided by Roy West
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One of the most memorable call outs was during his time with AMC.
One night the phone rang and the desk person said someone had fallen
off an 80-foot cliff just up the trail from the lodge. Doug said, “off we
went with whomever we could muster together, grabbing some equip-
ment on the way.“

Doug is 28 years old and married to his high school sweetheart, Katie.
According to Doug, “Katie was my high school sweetheart...we went to
school with each other since first grade, but didn’t get to know each other
until junior high...”

 They currently reside close to Wolf Mountain in Eden. Katie works as a
dietician at Ogden Regional Medical Center and helps teach a wilderness
nutrition class at the U of U. The other member of the family is Syringa, a
German shepherd and golden retriever mix. Syringa gets her name from a
type of lily and is the state flower of Idaho. Syringa has been through puppy
and intermediate obedience schools, Wasatch Backcountry Rescue Dog
school and trainings with WCSSAR.

Doug has three sisters and one brother. He attended the Harrisburg Chris-
tian School and the Messiah College in Grantham, PA. He has a Bachelor
of Science in Engineering, Mechanical Concentration. He has been em-
ployed with the USDA Forest Service as a Civil Engineer for the past 6
years, Snowbasin Ski Patrol 7 years and Backcountry Observer and Ava-
lanche Instructor for the Friends of the Utah Avalanche Center for 5 years.

Doug enjoys the outdoors but really enjoys baking, reading, making short
films and he can knit wool hats. He likes all kinds of music. Favorite movies
include Matrix, Star Wars and Lord of the Rings. He likes Harrison Ford,
Tom Hanks and Jennifer Garner. He likes to visit any national Park and
someday would like to travel to New Zealand because of the huge variety
of landscapes (ocean, rain forest, fjords, snow covered volcanoes). He has
received Rookie of the Year, Ski Roundtop Ski Patrol, the National Ski Pa-
trol Green Merit Star and USDA Certificate of Merit.

Doug did admit to having several embarrassing moments but decided to
share this one for our entertainment. His senior design project in college
was on wind generators. To test it, he mounted it on the roof of his Ford
Escort using the ski rack. While driving around a Pennsylvania country
road (about 40 mph) the main rotor failed and literally blew-up. The three
blades were thrown in all directions. One put a hole right through the roof of
his car and cut a hole in his coat, hitting him in the shoulder blade. The
other ones were found along a 200-foot stretch of road. It was a miracle
that Doug or his partner was not killed or seriously injured.

Doug says, “It was pretty darn embarrassing”.

Doug, thank you for choosing WCSSAR as your volunteer organization.
We are excited to have you on our team and look forward to getting to
know you better.

 FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
Thanks again to Patsy Winchester  for the minutes for the newsletter! We’re going to miss you
Patsy...but I don’t blame you a bit for taking advantage of a good opportunity to retire. With luck (for
us!) we’ll see you around the WCSO again soon...
Thanks to John Sohl, Roy West, Doug Wewer, and Kathy Bennett for photos in this issue! For those
of you new to this newsletter—if a photo is not credited—then assume I took the picture.
This newsletter is published for the benefit of WCSSAR members.

Newsletter Editor Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net
Or sheri@clarkfoundation.org

Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

Doug slogs up the hill on his way to Davies Cabin.
Where is Syringa when you need her? Photo by
Kathy Bennett

Bruce Engelby and Doug Wewer in front of
Chrome Dome at Davies Cabin.

Doug (far right) and team mates (from the left) Mike
and Meg Fogg and Brandon Everett have some fun
after the successful rescue of the Ben Lomond
hiker. Photo by John Sohl


