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TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2007
APRIL

03 MRA planning meeting, WCSO, 6 pm................................................................................... John S..
03 Monthly meeting, Water rescue, safety and communication, WCSO, 7 pm....................... Lane M.
07 Swiftwater, Riverdale kayak park, 8 am ................................................................................ Lane M.
26 First care course begins, WCSO annex, 7–9 pm ................................................................ Steve E.
28 Joint training with Wasatch Front MRA counties (Utah, Salt Lake, Davis and Weber) to

prepare for the MRA conference field session in Waterfall Canyon, 9 am ........................... John S.

MAY

01 Monthly meeting, Roped rescue, patient packaging & high angle care, WCSO, 7 pm .......Rick S.
03, 05,
10, 17,
24, 31 First care advanced first aid course, WCSO annex, 7–9 pm ............................................. Steve E.

05 Climb training, scree evac, Waterfall Canyon ........................................................................Rick S.
04–05 Box Elder County’s Desert Survival Seminar ..................................................................... Lt. Jeff M.

JUNE

05 Monthly meeting, MRA—It’s-kind-of-a-big-deal, WCSO, 7 pm ............................................ John S.
09 MRA Practice field sessions and Prep ................................................................................... John S.

19-24 MRA 2007 and pre-conference ............................................................................................... John S.

JULY

10 Monthly meeting, ATV organization and field ops, WCSO, 7pm ........................................ Bryan B.
14 ATV/MX trail familiarization ride to YCC camp .................................................................... Bryan B.
14 Inter-county training at the YCC camp behind Willard Peak .............................................. Lt. Jeff M.

AUGUST

07 Monthly meeting, Dive team ops and dive team support, WCSO, 7 pm............................... Don O.
9–11 Weber Co. Fair ......................................................................................................................... Kent J.

11 Dive at Pineview ......................................................................................................................Don O..

FEB/MAR 2007 CALLOUTS

March 11th, 10:02 pm—A  22 year old male hiker was lost below the summit of Ben Lomond. He
began hiking from near 19th Street and Washington Blvd. at around 5 am. He stopped at the Ogden
WalMart and purchased a loaf of bread to stick in his jacket pocket. To save weight he carried no
water, planning instead to eat snow. We was wearing canvas sneakers, denim jeans, a cotton shirt
and a light weight coat with a broken zipper. He had no gloves and no hat. As far as we could tell, he
had no other equipment beyond his cell phone.

He walked through North Ogden to go up North Ogden pass and then onto the Ben Lomond peak trail
with the goal of reaching the Ben Lomond summit. He made it most of the way but ran out of energy
and, evidently, was becoming hypothermic. He had been punching postholes in the snow to his waist
for quite a few hours before he gave up. Rather than retrace his already broken trail he decided to
forge a path down towards North Fork Park. By chance he drifted north and missed the cliff bands at
the top of the waterfall canyon above the Environmental Center. Also by chance, he missed the steep
and dangerous, avalanche prone bowl at the top of Cutler Ridge. (When asked about those hazards
later, he was unaware that they existed.)

Shortly before 10 pm he called for help on his cell phone. He didn’t know where he was. We initiated
a call out for the ski and snowshoe teams and the state DPS helicopter. The helicopter flew over Ben
Lomond but could not spot him. Sgt. Chad Ferrin had cell phone contact with him. Chad could hear the
helicopter fly over once through the cell phone, the subject stated he didn’t see it because he was

Reminder: The WCSSAR monthly meet-
ing is in the main WCSO building.
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asleep. In a second phone call, Chad could again hear the helicopter in the cell phone
and the subject was located. The helicopter dropped Brandon Woods and Dan Jones
in, while the rest of the team stayed in the parking lot as backup. The individual was
located just above North Fork Park about 300 yards down from the helicopter LZ. The
LZ was very tight and so we did a hover load each time.

The team decided to bring him up to the LZ rather then continuing down. They provided
gloves and a hat, but he refused to wear the hat most of the time. We then discovered
that he was wary of the helicopter and the team had a hard time convincing him to get
in as the helicopter was hovering on the ridge line.

Amazingly, when we got him back down to IC, he was only slightly hypothermic. He
seemed to have no obvious injuries and so we released him. Sgt. Ferrin then drove him
home while discussing proper hiking methods and planning. We closed up IC shortly
after 1 am.

March 13 th, 8:30 am—Preplanned call out for a missing 36 year old female. She
was missing from the Shady Lane Apartments near the county fairgrounds and had not
been seen for about 2 months. We used ATV, K9, horse and foot units. We started by
sending in the K9 teams to search the fields north of the animal shelter with the foot
teams following after them. Allen Melle’s team on horseback was assigned to search
along the railroad tracks. Allen located her body within 15 minutes of starting the search.
The detectives want to thank everyone for responding and assisting so that they could
close this case. They were very impressed with the organized way our teams con-
ducted the search and the speed with which we accomplished the task. Mike Jenkins
thanks everyone for recognizing that the dogs need to go in first on call outs in order to
reduce the number of stray scents.

March 16 th, 6:45 am—Two overdue 23 year old male hikers. At 4:30 pm they located
a trail on the Internet that they had not known about before and decided to hike it that
day. They called the mother of one of the individuals and told her that they planned to
start hiking out at 5:30 pm and that they were supposed to be home at 10:30 pm. The
trail they found was the Skin Toe trail at the foot bridge near the gate to Camp Kiesel at
the Wheatgrass Canyon end of Causey Reservoir. When they did not return by some-
time after 11 pm the mother called 911. After a conversation with her it was decided to
wait until the morning for the search. These two hikers have a history of getting disori-
ented and being overdue but being OK in the end.

By random chance, one of our team members was fishing near the bridge and noticed
that the two individuals did not actually get started on their hike until just shortly before
sunset, leaving the parking lot at approximately 7 pm.

We called out foot, K9 and Mounted SAR teams. A WBR team from Snowbasin responded
to assist as a K9 team for the search. Dep. Brandon Toll and Mike Fogg flew in the state
helicopter and located the subjects at the junction of Wheatgrass and Bear canyons, 1/4
mile north of Camp Kiesel by some small cabins. They were heading down toward Camp
Kiesel. They were not prepared with proper clothing or equipment. One of them had lost
one shoe and sock while postholeing in the snow. They had not prepared to hike in snow
and were not prepared to spend the night. They had a book-pack sized day pack with a few
minimal supplies. The one who lost his shoe was so cold that he could not feel his foot
below his mid-calf. When he realized that his shoe was missing he decided not to bother
hunting for it and to just move on. Such a decision is a clear indicator of the onset of
moderate hypothermia. Our team put a fresh sock on him and then wrapped his foot in a
plastic bag to hike him out. Cory Bengtzen was assisting with his ATV and he responded
as far up the path as possible. Cory drove the injured hiker to IC.

At IC, our medical team checked them out and returned them to the injured man’s
mother. It appeared as though the foot would be OK and did not have frostbite damage.
The mother thanked everyone, she had recently lost her husband and was very grateful
that we helped her avoid another loss.

We also met Camp Kiesel’s new caretaker. He gave us keys to the gate and permis-
sion to use their facilities if we need them on future searches in the area.

Team members gather and sign in for the 03/11/07
search in Liberty. Photo John Sohl

Exchanging quips while waiting for the State
helicopter. Photo John Sohl

Sheri and Sgt. Chad Ferrin juggle communica-
tions and mapping. Photo John Sohl

Dan Jones and Brandon Woods deploy to the
location of the lost hiker to assist him to the
helicopter. Photo John Sohl

Sgt. Ferrin gathers information from the lost hiker.
He also drove him back to Ogden while extolling
the virtues of proper preparedness. Photo JS
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Import ant Reminder: The WCSSAR general meetings are now being held in
the training rooms in the main building.

Kathy Bennett  is a part of a medical team that will be going to Guatemala. She will
be gone from May 5th to May 12th. If this team does well, the next trip could possibly
be to Africa. This will be a wonderful experience for Kathy and will expand her field
medical experience too.

We are in the process of obtaining reflective name t ags. Each person with a helmet
will receive two tags paid for by SAR and they can purchase more themselves. More
details will announced as they become available.

Lt. Jeff Malan thanks everyone for helping get the lef tover Cabelas items  boxed
up and moved out. Swanson’s needed their warehouse space back. Some items
were taken to the Salvation Army and the Rescue Mission. Other items were boxed
up by Swanson’s and will be shipped to other charities in third world countries.

We have had to move our equipment and supplies from the small SAR office at
the Annex. The room was needed by the training division. A lot of stuff has been
shoved into the small out building next to the snowcats. At some point in time we’ll
need to get a team of people together to clean out that storage area and make it
usable. There is a lot of good stuff in there and a lot of junk that needs to be sorted
out and eliminated.

A note about training: Constant training is what makes the difference when the
chips are down. There is a lot of national evidence that quality training is what de-
fines a good team. Thus, as the training officer, Mike Fogg has one of the most
important jobs on our team. It is often the same small group of people who lead most
of the training activities. It would be wonderful if some others with specific skills
would step forward and conduct a classroom and/or field session in an area of per-
sonal expertise. It is always nice to hear different ideas and learn new twists on field
methods or just a short fun learning activity. If you can help, contact Mike and please
be prepared to do a good job that has been planned out in advance.

MEMBERSHIP ISSUES AND UPDATES

The last roster that Meg created in March will be emailed to everyone. There were
still six addresses that are blank. It is important that you keep us up-to-date with your
contact information. Our feeling now is that if it is not important for you to keep us up-
to-date then it is not important for you to remain on the team. Meg will watch for the
next update and if she still doesn’t have these addresses again, then we will review
their status and probably remove them from the team.

We have a total of 108 team members (counting the five sheriff’s officers) on WCS-
SAR. At this point we will probably be putting a cap on new members,  unless they
have special needs that we may require such as skilled and very experienced moun-
taineers and divers. If you know of someone that is applying for membership in
WCSSAR that has an especially high skill set, please let us know so we can con-
sider them more carefully before we automatically put them on a waiting list with a
letter informing them of that.

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

This will be another busy training month.

At the monthly team meeting on April 3 rd we will have a swiftwater rescue, safety
and communication class. We will also do a brief review of radio protocols and of
issues associated with using the 800 MHz radios. (Note, the beep you hear when
keying the 800 MHz radios is not immediately a bad battery, it is the connect “hand-
shake” tone that tells you that you can now talk. Any words before the tone are not
transmitted.) We will also briefly discuss crime scene and body recovery protocols.
Kathy Bennett will do a refresher course on what you can and cannot say in refer-
ence to the searches, even to your employers.

Kathy will go over the federal HIPAA law that relates to medical privacy. (See http://
www.hhs.gov/ocr/hipaa/ for more details.) This is also important information for team

Allen Melle on Rocky and John Sohl on Little Buck
head out on the 03/13/07 search at the Fairgrounds.

The view from Little Buck. Photo John Sohl

Everyone gathers in the parking lot at the Fair-
grounds before the search begins. Photo John Sohl

The evidence search was concluded so quickly that
most of the activity occurred in the parking lot.

The K9 team was deployed first to allow the dogs a
chance to gather scents. They were followed into the
field by the foot search teams.
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members doing ride-a-longs with Ogden City Fire. Brandon Woods will give every-
one an update on the ride-a-long program.

On Saturday, April 7th, at 8 am we will be doing a swif twater rescue field session  at
the Riverdale Kayak park. Park along the road that is just northwest of the Riverdale
Road railroad overpass next to the trailer park. Then walk downstream until you get to
the artificial rapids. All WCSSAR members are welcome to this training but you must
have a PFD (life vest) or arrange with Rick Schroeder in advance to use one from the
team. You will also need a helmet, especially if you plan to go into the water. We need
trained shore team members to assist with raft control and safety lines (throw ropes).
Everyone is welcome to get into the water and float the rapids but you will also need a
wet or dry suit to do that. The plan will be to have predesignated team leaders to run
the dive team, the shore team, the kayak team and the rope team. Those leaders will
all coordinate with a single site commander. Water operations are very complicated
and dangerous. It is also hard to communicate over the water noise. Thus it will be
important to work under a careful command structure.

First Care Course  begins on April 26th. It is being held at WCSO annex and is the
required minium medical training for all SAR members. This certification is good for
three years. If your medical certification has expired (no matter what level, FC, OEC,
EMT, etc.) then you must take this course. There is a comparable course as a
preconference training this June, but that would cost you $175, whereas we cover the
cost for you if you take our team training. Please contact Steve Ericson if you have
any questions or if you need to verify your certification status. Our class also includes
a professional rescuer CPR course at the end.

On Saturday, April 28th, at 9 am there will be a joint meeting with other Utah MRA
counties (Utah, Salt Lake and Davis counties) to prepare for the MRA  conference
field session.  We will be meeting at the small parking lot at the northeast corner of
the WSU campus. This is the lot that is at the edge of campus near the top of 36th

Street. We will not be doing any actual rope work but we will hike into the field loca-
tions to check out our options. The current plans for the conference are to have each
county do two field sessions. One is a short vertical pick off and the other is a scree
evac where we raise the litter, traverse then lower with the litter. Each county would
have two people at each station acting as team leaders with MRA attendees being the
ones who fill out the field teams. This conference training is less on how to do it and
more about working with others when called to assist another agency. Be prepared to
hike for several miles and for some minor scrambling on scree. We hope to be done
by about noon and break for lunch at some local restaurant (not at team expense) to
socialize a bit with the other counties’ team representatives.

CLIMBING WALL :
We are already getting requests for the climb wall. We will be seeing that mainte-
nance needs are taken care of such as the annual inspection and possible cable
replacement. We will be getting this done as quick as possible. We are currently
working out a scheduling conflict on the weekend of May 19th. At the moment it looks
like we’ll have at least one, paid in advance, event that weekend.

We have decided that we’ll reduce the number of event s that we will schedule for
the wall. Our target is no more than one per month where we have to collect funds per
climber. When the wall is paid for in advance we’ll consider more frequent events.
Wall rental is $125 per hour with a $500 minium. These funds help all WCSSAR
teams and anyone on our team is able to assist. Please help run the wall this year so
that we don’t have the same 10 people running it all the time. Contact Kent Jensen for
details.

First climb wall event is April 28th at Costco on Wall Ave. across from Newgate Mall.

MRA 2007 CONFERENCE, JUNE 21-24, 2007:
Our two keynote speakers  have been confirmed. On Friday night it will be Pat Ament
and on Saturday night it will be Jeff Lowe. Pat is a climber with a huge amount of
history, in the 1960’s he was defining modern climbing with the likes of Yvon Chouinard
and Layton Kor as they climbed new routes across the west. Jeff is synonymous with
modern ice climbing and has done first assents on rock, mountains and ice around

Searchers gather for check in at Causey Reservoir
for the 03/16/07 lost hikers search.

Peter Francis and Dave Baczek of WBR brought
Chryssi to the Causey search. Photo John Sohl

Kris Harrop, Jed McDermott, and Scott Combe relax
at the end of a successful morning. Photo John Sohl

Cory Bengtzen rode his ATV up the trail to bring out
the injured hiker. Photo John Sohl
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the world. Both of these two are icons in the climbing world and have each written
several books on the topic.

We will be contacting the Weber County Planning Commission to obtain a condi-
tional use permit for training in W aterfall Canyon  and for use of the Via Ferrata.
We’ll need to do this for both the conference and for any training sessions before or
after the conference.

See the upcoming training section for det ails on the April 28 th conference
planning meeting for the field sessions.

Meg Fogg is going to talk with her vendor cont acts again. She has received a lot of
donated items and is continuing to get stuff everyday. She is going to need help
contacting her vendors, those of you who have promised to help her in the past will
need to step up to the plate along with any other WCSSAR members who would like
to help with the conference.

At the time of writing of this newsletter we have over 40 registrations for the confer-
ence. There has been a strong response from non-MRA Utah counties such as
Cache and Sanpete for example. There is a lot of interest in the pre-conference
roped rescue training. Much later than we had hoped, the national MRA people
have just barely mailed out the brochure on the conference. One reason for the
delay is MRA member teams being slow to get their membership information up-
dated with the national office. We are concerned about the early registration date
with the late mail out. The early bird registration deadline will be only a few days after
people get the flyer. Fortunately we sent out a notification via the Internet to many
members of MRA. Still, the flyers that Sheriff Slater had sent to other western sheriff’s
offices seems to have had a much larger impact than the MRA email.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
We just discovered that Black Diamond changed personnel in their pro-deal de-
partment. One result is that our order for several camalots seems to have gotten
lost. So we will place a new order and get the old camalots on the team rack re-
placed in time for the spring and summer rescue season.

DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
Lane McPheeters will be doing the classroom session this year on swif twater
rescue.  Despite the low snowpack the rivers are starting to run and there are people
already recreating there. The gates were opened on the Weber River on March 8th

and the flows are over 400 cubic feet of water a second. We always need team
members assisting from the shore, please try to make this training if you have any
interest at all in water rescue and/or roped rescue. Especially important are the dive
and kayak teams.

K9 NEWS:
WBR is wrapping up another successful year of winter rescue marking their 30th

season. We have had strong support from the K9 team on several call outs in the
last few months. This includes the WBR team that arrived from Snowbasin to assist
with our two lost hikers near Camp Kiesel.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
Scott Willis will bring his equipment to the April meeting to program the empty
channel on the VHF (“high band”) radios  that have been issued to many of our
team leaders. If you have a sheriff’s office radio, please bring it to the meeting.

Powder Mtn.  has offered to let us place an antenna on the water building at Hidden
Lake. We would need an 800 stand alone repeater and the Sheriff would need to
work on this. We could also put a highband radio antenna up there with a base
station for IC. Cache County SAR has offered to let us use their repeater and have
given the connection tones and frequencies to us. This is what Scott will be install-
ing on the empty channel at the meeting.

Sometime soon we need to do a radio class  for the team. We should discuss radio
protocols and operation in some detail including what all the buttons and switches
do, how to scan with various radios, and what the different beeps mean on all our

Mike Fogg finishing a medical assessment of the
hiker for frostbite or other injuries. Photo John Sohl

Dep. Brent Butler checks vitals on the injured hiker.
Photo John Sohl

Lt. Jeff Malan and Dep. Brandon Toll pose for a
congratulatory shot after a job well done. Photo JS

Setting snow anchors at the 03/10/07 ski/snow-
mobile training at Powder Mtn. Photo JS
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radios. Every radio—VHF, 800, FRS, GMRS, etc.—has its own set of features and we
need a review of those along with some handouts. It would be especially nice if some-
one new would put together such a presentation, any takers? Please contact Don
Olsen if you are willing to tackle this training.

MEDICAL NEWS:
Brandon Woods will do an update and answer questions about the ride-a-long pro-
gram  at the meeting. These will start in May.

Please note the very important message about the First Care Course  in the upcom-
ing training section. If you are unsure about your records then contact Steve Ericson
and plan to be at the First Care training.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Allen Melle has the standards for Mounted SAR  written up. We will get those on the
web site soon and will summarize them in a future newsletter.

Our fellow organization, the Sheriff ’s Mounted Posse is short handed and looking
for members. This is a more fraternal organization than WCSSAR and they do a lot of
good public service for our community. The posse is a separate organization from
WCSSAR but they do assist us from time to time. If you know anyone with horses that
would like to join in parades, bear the colors at rodeos, assist with crowd control, etc.
then please contact Allen for more information about the posse. Even more important
for us, if you have a horse and are interested in Mounted SAR then get a hold of Allen
as soon as you can so that we can build up our horse team too.

The posse is in need of a water truck and tractor. The Sheriff’s Office is checking with
State and Federal surplus for these. If you happen to know of anything along this line
please contact Allen.

SEARCH NEWS:
Nothing new.

OHV NEWS:
Nothing new.

WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
The snowcat trailer for mighty mouse is pretty much gone (rotted away). The county
shop is pricing out repairs -vs- new. At this point though, the rust is so bad that the
trailer is just unsafe and will not be used unless it is repaired.

PREVENTATIVE SAR NEWS:
Jeff Stark is in the middle of two CERT classes , one in Harrisville and one for Ogden
City. As always, if you can help teach basic SAR and assist with basic medical train-
ing, please contact Jeff. Teaching is an excellent way to learn things and this is a good
chance to do that.

Caught in the act! Mary took pictures
at the ski/snowmobile training and
didn’t send any of them to the
newsletter editor! Hmmm... Photo JS

Skiers meet up with snowmobilers for a tow. Photo JS

The white out was not as severe down in Lefties.
Photo JS

Mike Fogg prepares for a tow while Brandon
Everett and Nathan Foster stand by. Lynn Smith
is barely visible through the white out. Photo JS

Kathy Bennett shows off her Guatemala medical
trip check from the Sheriff’s Foundation at the 03/
20/07 Exec. Comm. mtg.

Kathy Bennett receives a well deserved hug from Lt. Malan as he
presents her with the check. Photo Scott Willis

Eric Greenwood. Are we having fun yet? Photo JS
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT—ROY WEST: BY KATHY BENNETT

Roy West has an impressive volunteer resume that includes
32 years of volunteer service to the fire department as an
EMT/engineer, Boy Scout program for 25 years as a Scout
Master, varsity coach and Troop Committee Chairman, and
24 years as an active member WCSSAR. He also serves as
Chairman to the Idaho/Utah/Montana region of the Mountain
Rescue Association.

Roy has been an insurance agent with State Farm for the
past 35 years and would like to work about 7 more years
before retiring. He is married to his college sweetheart, Linda.
They have been together for 40 years and have 5 children
and 8 grandchildren. They currently reside in South Ogden.

Roy had the opportunity to visit Washington D.C. and visit the National Archive Cen-
ter. He was able to view the original Constitution and the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. He would like to visit the national parks in the United States after retirement.
Roy’s passion for climbing has taken him to Denali National Park, Tuolumne Mead-
ows in California, Silver Tower in Wyoming, Smith Rocks in Oregon, and City of Rocks.
“It’s A Wonderful Life” is his favorite movie and he enjoys vintage western music:
Marty Robbins, Johnny Cash and Hank Williams.

Roy has been on the Technical Climb Team and Mountain Rescue Team for WCS-
SAR. He was the commander of the Climb Team Mountain Rescue Unit for 2 years.
Roy was instrumental in obtaining the membership of WCSSAR into the Mountain
Rescue Association in 1990. He remembers a callout that took him to the Wheeler
Creek area looking for a woman that was lost in a snow storm while cross country
skiing. She was out for about six hours and suffered from hypothermia and a leg
injury. Roy was on the team that was snowshoeing and was involved in her rescue.

Roy  is a great guy! He is soft spoken with a heart of gold. His volunteer hours can
never be repaid but I hope that he knows how much we appreciate his time and effort.
With his extensive volunteer history he has made a difference in many lives.  He also
has made a difference in WCSSAR and we thank him.

 FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
Thanks again to Patsy Winchester  for the minutes for the newsletter!
Thanks to John, Scott and Roy for photos to this issue! For those of you new to this newsletter—if a
photo is not credited—then assume I took the picture.
This newsletter is published for the benefit of WCSSAR members.

Newsletter Editor Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net
Or sheri@clarkfoundation.org

Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

Now, that’s the way to spend your
weekend!

Prior to the start of the MRA winter business meeting,
Roy poses with several of the officers and attending
delegates at Powder Mtn. Photo John Sohl

John Sohl and Roy West at the Marin Headlands
Institute for the MRA 2006 conference. Photo
furnished by Roy West

Roy West

I don’t think these pulleys will fit in my SAR pack...

Roy West climbs the Via Ferrata in Waterfall
Canyon. Photo furnished by Roy West

Roy rapelling at City of Rocks 2006 and helping out at the Cabelas sale.


