
TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2006
MARCH

31 Life Flight hoist training, Mountain Dell in Parley’s Canyon, 9 am ....................................... John S.

APRIL
04 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................... John S.

05, 06,
12 & 13 First Care Course at Mt. Posse bldg. (810 N. Hwy 91), 6:30 pm........................................ Steve E.
15 Climb Wall Easter Egg Hunt at Mulligan’s Golf Course, 8 am............................................... Kent J.
19 First Care Course final exam at Mt. Posse bldg., 6:30 pm ................................................. Steve E.
08 Swiftwater in Riverdale w/ Fire Dept. .................................................................................... Lane M.

MAY
01 & 03 CPR Course at Mt. Posse bldg., 6:30 pm ............................................................................ Steve E.
02 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................... John S.
06 Marathon and Ft. Buenaventura Outdoor survival classes .................................... Dep. Brandon T.
13 Dive, K9 and Kayaks at Middle Inlet, Pineview ......................................................................Don O.
20 Mock Search at night—stay tuned for details ..................................... Sgt. Chad F. & Dep. Brent B.

JUNE
03 ATV certification classroom, practical and ride, Snowmobile parking lot, 8 am .............. Lt. Jeff M.
06 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................... John S.
10 Scree Evac., Vertical lowering, Jump-Off Canyon..................................................................Rick S.

15-18 MRA Conference, Marin Co. CA ............................................................................................. Roy W.

JULY
11 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................... John S.
15 Via Ferrata, vertical raising then scree evac through Strong’s Canyon ............................... Roy W.

AUGUST
01 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................... John S.

9-12 Weber County Fair ................................................................................................................... Kent J.

SEPTEMBER
05 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................... John S.
09 OEC Refresher, Powder Mountain ....................................................................................... Steve E.

15-17 City of Rocks ........................................................................................................................... John S.

OCTOBER
03 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................... John S.
07 Monthly training ....................................................................................................................... John S.

NOVEMBER
07 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................... John S.
11 Monthly training ....................................................................................................................... John S.

DECEMBER
05 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................... John S.
09 Monthly training ....................................................................................................................... John S.

FEB/MAR 2006 CALLOUTS

March 3 rd—Two Snowmobilers on Monte called and stated that they were on a hill but
didn’t know their exact location. They were looking for a Deseret Cabin. Lt. Malan and Sgt.
Kendall responded on snowmobiles (they were out on snowmobile patrol just before the call)
but couldn’t find them. Our teams and the state helicopter were called out and the helicopter
quickly located them. One of the individuals was in tennis shoes and both of them had run
out of gas. Lt. Malan siphoned some gasoline from his sled to get everyone going. Some of
our team met them enroute on the way back and filled their tanks.
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March 11th-13th—34 year old Avalanche victim in T aylor ’s Canyon . The
call came at about 4:30 pm on Saturday, March 11

th
. By the time we re-

sponded and obtained witness information is was nearly dark and the weather
was deteriorating. We inserted several teams but with the information avail-
able they went into the wrong draw, which also had a fresh avalanche. By the
time we learned which draw we needed to be in it was too dark to safely
proceed. We used the state helicopter to remove a few of the team and the
rest skied out down the ridgeline.

The following day we staged at 8 am but the mountain top remained in com-
plete whiteout conditions through the day. This prevented us from doing ava-
lanche control work with the Silver State Diamond Peaks helicopter. A ground
team of skiers tried to leave the top of Snowbasin to reach the victim from
above but the visibility was so poor that they turned around and followed their
ski tracks back to the resort. Late in the afternoon we got a slight clearing
and did control work. We then inserted several teams to sweep the area with
dogs, a Recco unit and probe lines. Nothing was found and it turned out that
we were too low, even with the highest teams. We tried to get the witness to
come to the incident command center but he would not return our calls.

Monday’s weather was a repeat of Sunday’s whiteout. This time the witness
showed up. With the large images on both posters and the projector, the
witness was able to give us more detailed information, especially the fact
that he heard the victim hit a tree. That was the key information. Again, the
sky cleared in the afternoon and we inserted dog and ski teams. Within 7
minutes of starting down the slope a WBR dog team located the body.

Mike Jenkins has completed a written report on the avalanche recovery inci-
dent for Snowbasin and provided a copy to Lt. Malan. He feels the witness
should have been more thoroughly interviewed. The 800 MHz radios died
repeatedly in the cold weather and Snowbasin’s radios didn’t work either.
Mike has concerns over the fitness and preparedness of searchers (WCS-
SAR as well as Snowbasin). Helmets and headlights were not brought to the
call out by some of the responders. We discussed equipment needs on call
outs and whether we really do need to insist that everyone carry a helmet on
this type of callout.

The overall response to the callout went well. The witness’s information was
sketchy to begin with and varied at times. The callout for teams on Saturday
went out as quickly as possible and Mike appreciated SAR following his sug-
gestions for securing the scene and allowing the dogs to work before putting
people on the mountain. Another suggestion was to provide a briefing each
morning to communicate the current status and plans for the day to waiting
SAR members. A white board needs to be outside of command and vests to
designated staff.

The Red Cross came in and supplied everyone on site with several meals
during this long search. Our sincere appreciation goes out to these wonder-
ful folks for much needed sustenance.

We’ll do a debriefing at the monthly general meeting.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

We had a tremendous response to the nearly 3 day long call out last
month for the avalanche victim. Thank you for all you do!

Apparently Canyon Sports and Weber State Wilderness Rec. Center will pro-
vide free rent al of snowshoes  to SAR members ON A CALL OUT.

Mike Braley, a member of our climb team, has worked out a donation of
clothing and outdoor goods from Cabelas for our Search and Rescue group.

WCSSAR team members check in with Kris Harrop
on Saturday, March 11 in response to the call out for
an avalanche burial in Taylor’s Canyon. Kris was
suffering from pneumonia at the time!

John Sohl holds a team briefing with a map of the local
area—laying out the plan for deployment and search.

Mike Fogg loads his skis in the State Helicopter in
preparation for deployment in Taylor’s Canyon.

Both the Mobile Command Center and the smaller
MobCom were brought out for the 3 day search. The
Command Center served as a base for IC while the
MobCom gave the family a place to gather and stay
warm. And yes, Chief Zimmerman is in this photo.
Photo by John Sohl
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The load is ready to ship to us and there will be 24 or 30 pallets of misc.
merchandise arriving any day now. The merchandise can be distributed to
our organization, to members, given away to charities and sold to the public.
We will create some guidelines on what items will be sold to members and
the discount costs to members. We plan to unload the truck at one of the
WCSO warehouses at BDO so that we can secure the merchandise prior to
sorting it. Once the Executive Committee sees what arrives and has a chance
to figure out a plan, we’ll let everyone know by page and email.

Lt. Jeff Malan conducted a Project Life Saver presentation to the Weber
County Department of Aging on March 23rd.

Finally, I’d like to give a tremendous thank you  to Sheri and Patsy for writing
most of the newsletter this month and last as I’ve been working 75 hours a
week for the past two months. I’m looking forward to getting back into the
swing of things with SAR.

The BBQ familiarization ride to Davies cabin that was postponed in March
and then rescheduled for April 1st, is now cancelled completely for this year.

The Life Flight hoist training  on Monday, March 20
th
 was snowed out. The

second Life Flight hoist training at Mountain Dell up Parley’s Canyon is still
on the schedule for March 31

st
. If you are planning on attending and are not

yet on the list, please contact John Sohl for information and updates.

For those who took the Avalanche I course , we are no longer accepting
any tests. We are collecting the course information from Mike Jenkins and
will post a list of those that have passed.

MEMBERSHIP ISSUES AND UPDATES

We conducted an interview with Shaun Palm  and have accepted him into
the swift water, medical and non-technical climb teams. Shaun is certified as
EMT-B, EMT-W, EMT-I (soon) and is enrolled in the WSU paramedic pro-
gram. He teaches whitewater kayaking roll classes for the WSU Wilderness
Recreation Center. Shaun is open water SCUBA certified but not rescue
certified. He has done some climbing but not on any natural pro routes.
Please include Shaun in your outdoor activities, you can reach him at (843)
241-8090 or by email at srpalm119@aol.com.

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

Dive team training for April 1 st is postponed ; a rescheduled date is TBA.

The April 8th swif twater training  is still on the calendar and we will discuss
details for this training at the monthly meeting on April 4th.

Steve Ericson is teaching a First Care and CPR course  for the Mounted
Posse at their building on Wednesdays and Thursdays, April 5th, 6th, 12th,
and 13th with the final exam on the 19th. The CPR portion of the course will
be Monday and Wednesday, May 1st and 3rd. The Mounted Posse building is
located at 810 N. Hwy 91. It sits back from the road but there is a sign by the
driveway leading back towards the building.

On May 20th there will be a special mock search at night.  It will be a chance
to have a lot of fun and to let Sgt. Chad Ferrin and Dep. Brent Butler take a
turn at running incident command. This will be a very special training that
you won’t want to miss. Here is an inside hot tip, you’ll want your team to be
the first to find the main target. This will also be a joint training with Life Flight
to let them get some more experience with their night vision goggles.

CLIMBING WALL :
The Climbing W all still needs to be taken up to Logan for the annual cable
replacement. At that time we will also shorten the two middle arms to bring

The folks from Silver State/Diamond Peaks helicop-
ters give both WCSSAR and WBR responders a quick
lesson on helicopter safety. Photo by Roy West

Sheriff Slater and Clint Anderson spent countless
hours keeping the media, family and friends informed
and comforted. Photo by Roy West

The view of IC at the top of 29th Street from
a returning helicopter ride by Roy West

Sheriff Slater confers with Brad Randall at Incident
Command in the parking lot at the top of 29th street
during the avalanche search. The Red Cross also
supplied both family, friends and responders with
several meals. Thanks Red Cross!
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the cables closer to the wall.

We will use the climbing wall for the first time this season on April 15th for the
DSA Easter Egg hunt at Mulligan’ s Golf Course .

Lt. Malan is creating a calendar  for this season’s climb wall events.

MRA 2007 CONFERENCE:
(New section in the newsletter for the next 15 months or so.)

John Sohl plans to hold MRA Conference coordination sessions  during
the regular Tuesday night monthly meetings, starting with the April meeting.

As a reminder, the Mountain Rescue Association conference is being held in
California from June 15th–18th. There are several broad issues within the
mountain rescue community that deserve further discussion and will be part
of the sessions at our 2007 conference. These issues range from the future
of volunteer SAR to physical fitness. Many of these pressures are coming
from outside agencies such as FEMA. For more information about MRA or
the conference, contact Roy West.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
Nothing new.

DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
Don Olsen stated that the tanks on the cascade are filled. There are a few
more projects to be completed and then it will be ready to go. At the swiftwa-
ter and dive events, members will be trained on inflating the raft. A page has
gone out for dive team member for trailer preparedness. The 02 cylinder
needs to be filled; Dep. Brent Butler will take care of this.

Last Saturday, March 25th, Lt. Jeff Malan, Dep. Brandon Toll, Dep. Brent
Butler, Don Olsen, Brad Randall and Sheri Trbovich all attended the Great
Salt Lake Plan First S tep event, at the Great Salt Lake Marina. This event
was attended by Davis County, Salt Lake County, Tooele County, Weber
County, Wildlife resources, the Airboat association, the Air Force, the Airport
Authority and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. The participating agencies brought
their various command centers, boats, dive trailers, hover craft and airboats
for display.

The morning session started off the day with a briefing and orientation. Then
everyone was invited to view the mobile command centers, boats and equip-
ment trailers brought by the attending organizations. Afterward we attended
three round robin classes on Lake Orientation, Boating Orientation and Air-
port flight paths around the Great Salt Lake.

Brad Randall drove the Weber County Sheriff’s Mobile Command Center to
the marina and we set it up and showed off the command center’s capabili-
ties. Dep. Toll also drove the newly finished dive trailer to the marina.

K9 NEWS:
Mike Jenkins conducted a presentation to the public on Avalanche Aware-
ness  cosponsored by Weber County Search and Rescue. It was held on
March 29th at 7-9 pm at the Grandview Acres Clubhouse on 3796 Quincy
Ave.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
Nothing new.

MEDICAL NEWS:
Steve Ericson asked whether the WCSO should rent or purchase a new

Hunkering down while unloading from the State helicopter
at the lower landing zone. Photo by Mike Jenkins

After Mike Jenkins supplied IC with this stunning
image of the top of the avalanche—WCSO printed
a large print to use for planning and then informing
the responders, family and friends. Roy West

On one of the few opportunities to fly up the canyon
on Sunday, Mike Jenkins took the definitive pictures
of the avalanche zone. He took this image of the top
of the slide area allowing the witness to pinpoint the
trees where the victim was finally located.

Silver State/Diamond Peaks took some of the family
members up to look at the mountain side when the
weather finally cleared enough to see.
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CPR DVD. Lt. Malan advised Steve to go ahead and order it and any other
books that may need to be purchased and have them bill WCSO.

Steve wants to remind any new SAR members that the First Care course
being taught to the Posse is our basic and required minimum level of medical
training. Any new (or old) members who do not have a current basic
medical course certificate should attend if possible. The course will be-
gin on April 5th at 6:30 pm and be taught on April 6th, 12th, 13th and the exam to
be 19th. The CPR course will be May 1st and 3rd. The First Care Course is
being taught at the Mounted Posse building which is located at 810 N. Hwy
91. It sits back from the road but there is a sign by the driveway leading back
towards the parking lot and building.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Allen Melle stated that they are in need of new members  for both the Sheriff’s
Posse and for the Mounted Search and Rescue Team. If anyone is interested
they can contact him. (see page 1 for contact information)

OHV NEWS:
Nothing new.

SEARCH NEWS:
Since NASAR is still reorganizing and the general state of SAR certifications
is in flux, Branden Loock is leaving the current situation of NASAR training in
Lt. Malan’s hands.

Branden is working on a form for getting Pro Deals  and should have it avail-
able in April. He also needs anyone that has information on Pro Deals to send
him the details.

WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
Bryan Bennett would like a follow-up meeting with Chief Zimmerman to con-
tinue the discussion on the 5 year plan.

Bryan Bennett and Rick Schroeder were contacted by a representative from
Keela and during the executive committee meeting, he showed off a Keela
brand coat. Some SAR members were complaining about getting wet with
the coat picked last year. This new coat does not come with a liner or fleece
and has about ½ the pockets. The new coat does have the flap in the back for
the Search and Rescue lettering. The cost is $125.00. At the April general
meeting we will get a head count of people interested in buying this coat. Any
Search and Rescue member that did not purchase a coat last year, can pur-
chase this coat and the WCSO will pay for half of it. They will once again be
all red in color.

If you want to look up more information on the coats, the manufacture’s web
site is www.keelausa.com

PREVENTIVE SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWS:
Jeff Stark is finishing up a CERT course in Harrisville.

MEMBER PROFILE—NATHAN FOSTER: BY KATHY BENNETT

Introducing Nathan Foster, married and the father of 3 children, Tyler—14
years old, Sarah—12 years old, and Jamie—7 years old. Nathan works for
Lifetime Products as an international shipping expert at the Freeport Center.
He enjoys softball, basketball and soccer. Nathan is very active in the Scout-
ing program and considers himself to be a “jack of all trades and a master of
none.”

After determining the
likelihood of finding the
victim in a group of trees
at the top of the ava-

lanche, several members of Wasatch Backcountry
Rescue were deployed to the top of the mountain to
search. Photo by Mike Welch

Jake the avalanche search dog made the find and is
receiving a well earned chew toy. Dave Richards

After a long two and a half days, the victim is located
and recovered in very steep terrain. Photo by Mike
Jenkins

On Monday,
Dep. Brandon
Toll prepares to
deploy to the
search area in
Taylor’s
Canyon. To
facilitate
communica-
tions, he is
seen here
bristling with
every type of
radio we have!
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Nathan became involved with SAR through Rick
Schroeder and Lane McPheeters about 3 years ago.
He is on the climb team, OHV team, ground search
and backcountry teams. Nathan became involved in
SAR because he loves to help people and be out-
doors. He likes to learn new endeavors that will ben-
efit himself, his family, and his community. Nathan has
been described as a “Gentle Giant” by other SAR
members. Rick describes Nathan as dependable and
honorable, “He is someone that you can rely on!” and Rick adds, “He has
never let me down.” Another SAR member says, “Nathan is detail oriented
and a person you can trust.”

Nathan, the Weber County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue would like to thank
you and your family for your participation with our organization. We look
forward to your continued participation in SAR.

FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks again to Patsy Winchester  for the minutes for the newsletter. A big
thank you to Kathy Bennett  for her terrific article on Nathan Foster.

And finally, thanks to everyone for sending in your pictures!

This newsletter is published for the benefit of all WCSSAR members.
Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net

Weber County Sheriff’s Mobile Command Center is
set up next to the newly constructed Dive Trailer at
the Great Salt Lake Plan First Step event on March
25th. Photo by Don Olsen

Several images from the GSLP First Step event.(Top)
USAF hover craft, (Middle) Airport Authority’s 8 wheel
amphibious ATV, and (Bottom) Natural Resources.

The inside of the dive trailer looks terrific! Photo by
Don Olsen

Since joining the WCSSAR, Nathan Foster has
participated in a great variety of training and callout
events. Clockwise from the top left, March 11-13
Avalanche Recovery; Snowbasin Avalanche I practical
in Jan. ‘06, image by Kris Harrop; Snowbasin by Kris
Harrop, MRA summer recert ‘05 image by Jonathan
Stucker; and Mock Search ‘05 during a briefing in the
Mobile Command Center.


