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TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2007

MARCH

06 6 pm, Sheriff’s Office, Main Building, MRA 2007 planning meeting, all are welcome .......... John S..
06 6:30 pm, Sheriff’s Conference room, Dive Team classroom session ..................................... Don O.
06 7 pm, Sheriff’s Office, Main Building, Medical practice, MRA Conference Update ............... John S.
10 8 am–2 pm, Skiers at Hidden Lake Lodge, Snowmobilers at Monte Parking Lot .. Mike F./Bryan B.
10 1–5 pm, Divers at Dive Utah for extreme diving class ............................................................. Don O.

APRIL

03 Monthly meeting, Water rescue, safety and communication ............................................... Lane M.
07 Swiftwater, Riverdale kayak park ........................................................................................... Lane M.
26 First care course .................................................................................................................... Steve E.

MAY

01 Monthly meeting, Roped rescue, patient packaging & high angle care ................................Rick S.
03, 05,
10, 17,
24, 31 First care advanced first aid course ..................................................................................... Steve E.

05 Climb training, scree evac, Waterfall Canyon ........................................................................Rick S.
04–05 Box Elder County’s Desert Survival Seminar ..................................................................... Lt. Jeff M.

JUNE

05 Monthly meeting, MRA—It’s-kind-of-a-big-deal ..................................................................... John S.
09 MRA Practice field sessions and Prep ................................................................................... John S.

19-24 MRA ......................................................................................................................................... John S.

JULY

10 Monthly meeting, ATV organization and field ops ............................................................... Bryan B.
14 ATV/MX trail familiarization ride to YCC camp .................................................................... Bryan B.
14 Inter-county training at the YCC camp behind Willard Peak .............................................. Lt. Jeff M.

AUGUST

07 Monthly meeting, Dive team ops and dive team support ....................................................... Don O.
9–11 Weber Co. Fair ......................................................................................................................... Kent J.

11 Dive at Pineview ......................................................................................................................Don O..

JAN/FEB 2007 CALLOUTS

January 30 th, 12:53 pm, Powder Mount ain.  Five out of town (Wisconsin, Minnesota and Florida)
men were reported missing by family members when one of the men didn’t arrive at his home airport.
Law enforcement located their rental vehicle at Powder Mountain and a search began. With Powder
Mountain Ski Patrol and WCSSAR teams waiting at the Hidden Lake Lodge, Jeff Malan flew in the
state Division of Public Safety helicopter searching the canyons. The 5 men had laid out a very nice
SOS and arrow made from evergreen branches that was easily seen from the helicopter. They had
also stamped out an SOS in the snow. Jeff and Terry (the pilot) quickly spotted the men. The helicopter
returned Jeff to the parking lot then went in to retrieve the men. While the first three were being
transported the remaining two stamped out a very nice “Thanks” in the snow for the pilot to see when
he came back to get them. Terry said that he liked the message.

Reminder: The WCSSAR general
meetings are now held in the training
rooms in the main WCSO building.
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The five men were searching for fresh powder and had hiked and skied out past the run
known as Rain Tree that feeds down into Cobabe Canyon. They saw the base of the
Paradise Lift while they were on the ridge and planned to target the lift. Once they got
near the canyon bottom they could no longer see the lift station and drifted towards the
north following the trend of the canyon. Eventually they decided that they had missed
the lift and prepared to spend the night. They were well dressed and made beds of tree
branches to insulate themselves from the snow and to cover themselves. In the morn-
ing they decided to hike downhill figuring that they’d find something eventually. Mean-
while the Powder Mountain Ski Patrol had been searching the resort and resort bound-
aries for the men. We found them at about 2:30 pm. They were in good condition with
only mild hypothermia and no evidence of any significant frostbite. They were very
happy to be found and flown out. The entire system worked very rapidly, a call from
Madison, Wisconsin was made to Utah authorities midmorning, the vehicle was lo-
cated at Powder Mountain by early afternoon and less than two hours later the five men
were in the safety of the lodge. Pretty remarkable actually.

February 5 th, 5:56 pm, Powder Mount ain. A 15 year old male visiting from Texas was
missing since 2 pm. He was eventually located back at the condo. He skied down to the
bottom of Davenport Canyon looking for fresh powder. He went down too far and missed
the lift. When he decided that he missed the lift he ditched his skis and hiked back up in
the dark. He hiked past the Paradise lift area and all the way up to his condo. Three
snowmobile teams, a team of 3 skiers and an AirMed helicopter searched the area,
while 3 skiers were held in reserve. There were some excellent questions about why
we didn’t use the skiers as quickly as we could have. We generally try to use the
snowmobile teams first because of their speed. Skiers can sweep steep areas but are
much slower. As usual there were problems with communications in the canyons, es-
pecially Lefties. We had sent a Logistics Team member down to relay radio traffic but
he didn’t reach the mouth of the canyon before the snowmobile team had completed
their search of Lefties. There were some problems with AirMed and our coordinates.
The main problem is that they didn’t know the area well. AirMed is an excellent re-
source so Mike Fogg is going to coordinate some training with them so they can be-
come more familiar with our canyons and methods.

February 8 th, 5:53 pm, 900 N. Harrison Blvd.  Two 16 year old males stuck in Rescue
Cave near Jump Off Canyon. The teens were trapped in the cave for about 5 hours. It
took several hours for them to get someone’s attention to call for help. The climb team
responded and used our anchors that were previously set. On the whole it was a fairly
routine vertical pick-off from the caves. We should practice this more though since this
is exactly the sort of thing that we’ll be doing training for with the MRA field sessions this
summer. There was some confusion about the location where we were to meet and
stage operations. In the future we will probably meet at the Catholic church (500 North
Harrison Blvd.) parking lot for these calls. Park on the north end of the lot to leave room
for helicopter LZ at the south end if needed. In any case, always follow the directions on
the page out first.

February 18
th
, 3:08 pm, Snowbasin out-of-bounds, avalanche in Hell’ s Canyon.  A

father and two sons from Massachusetts were skiing in the John Paul area and in the
back country in Hell’s. They failed to heed numerous warnings about the dangerous
conditions outside of the resort. Early in the day the three were stopped by Snowbasin
Ski Patrol while hiking inbounds near the Porky area and were lectured on the condi-
tions and even had recent avalanches pointed out to them by the patrol. While riding
the Mount Allen Tram all passengers were told that the avalanche conditions out-of-
bounds were very dangerous. When exiting the resort boundary they skied through a
“gate” opening in the boundary ropes that is right next to large warning signs complete
with the current day’s avalanche forecasting center daily advisory which included warn-
ings about the considerable avalanche danger. This group was not alone in ignoring the
warnings as others were also going into the same area that day.

The group made at least one run down into Hell’s Canyon then returned to the resort for
another run. They got separated at about 2 pm with the youngest son going inbounds in
the John Paul area and the father and older son going out-of-bounds into Hell’s Can-
yon. Because of the challenging snow conditions the father was moving more slowly
than the older, 17 year old, son. This boy skied ahead and triggered an avalanche. The

Brandon Woods pulling the anchor to equalize on the
“cave” rescue on 02/08/07. Photo Meg Fogg

Jonathan rappelling to the patients. Photo by
Mike Fogg

Last minute check before Jonathan Studker goes
down. Photo by Mike Fogg

Two of the grateful out-ot-town rescued skiers
disembark from the State helo at Powder Mtn. on
01/30/07.

KUTV channel 2 took shots of the skiers’ SOS
signs in the snow at Powder Mtn.
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father followed into the slide path and came across a ski that belonged to the victim.
Moments earlier two snowboarders also skied into the area and noticed the new
avalanche debris that they had not seen on their earlier run through the same area
that same day. The snowboarders found a smashed helmet and liner and picked
them up. The father saw the snowboarders tracks with the characteristic footprint
next to the track and assumed that it was his son skiing out on one ski. (He did not
notice the difference in width of the board track vs. a ski track.)

The father and the snowboarders notified Ski Patrol. The father knew that the ski
was his son’s ski but he didn’t initially think the helmet and liner were his son’s, thus
teams were unsure of the number of victims. Mike Jenkins obtained authorization
from the Sheriff’s Office and responded immediately by sending out the Snowbasin/
WCSSAR Technical Ski Mountaineering teams along with 2 dogs. One team went
directly to the top of the slide and two columns went to the bottom. Beacon and
Recco searches of the debris didn’t find anything and the dogs didn’t alert on the
body, probably because the snow was too dense in that area. The dogs did alert
higher up on the slide path probably at the locations of blood from the trauma expe-
rienced by the victim. A probe line was formed and they located the body. The boy
was located near the toe of the slide about 5 feet under the snow. He appeared to
have died very quickly near the start of the avalanche due to massive head trauma.

The avalanche was triggered at about 8,500 feet on a north-northeast aspect with
about a 40 degree slope. The crown was approximately 1 to 2 feet high. The ava-
lanche started in loosely spaced trees then ran down a steep gully for approximately
1,500 feet. The debris zone was just under an acre in extent and about 10 to 12 feet
deep.

As usual, our auxiliary team, the Snowbasin Technical Ski Mountaineering Team
along with a few of our members on-hand did an awesome job of responding quickly
and professionally. They dealt with confusing reports, an unknown number of vic-
tims, mobilized their rapid response teams and located the body in about two hours.
Because it was nearly dark they requested assistance from Life Flight to evacuate
the body. The Life Flight hoist crew delivered the body to the base of Snowbasin.
They held a Critical Incident Debrief that night and again the next morning.

During this time the WCSSAR Backcountry Ski Team was on standby. Had the body
not been found quickly we would have responded to provide additional manpower.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Import ant Reminder: The WCSSAR general meetings are now being held in
the training rooms in the main building.

Please note the message about the First Care course  in the Medical section. Keep-
ing our medical certifications up to date is extremely important. Rescue is, of course,
a vital part of what we do and that includes patient care.

The annual WCSSAR Winter Seminar  was a success! We had sessions on using
advanced features of the Garmin Rino GPS units, hypothermia, patient packaging,
helicopter operations, snow cat operation and roped rescue systems. In the field
sessions we assigned team members to functions that they do not normally perform.
Thus SAR personnel gained valuable experience ranging from helicopter LZ officer
to team leader to medical team members.

Deputy Brandon Toll has ordered more hats. He also has a lot of team patches with
the newest team emblem on them. You can pick up yours at the meeting. We still
have coats that need to be picked up and bought. Notice: If these not picked up
within a month we will sell them to others.

There is still some left over Cabelas’  inventory  from last year that needs to be
sorted. We need to sell it, get it donated to charity or taken care of in some fashion.
If you need anything for your personal SAR gear, especially long underwear, please
contact Lt. Malan soon.

Meg Fogg is working on a deal with GoLite for our members. She will coordinate this
with Branden Loock and Ryan Kiernan, who are our prodeal coordinators. GoLite
specializes in light weight outdoor equipment and apparel.

Digging for recovery in Hell’s Canyon at Snowbasin
on 02/18/07. Photo furnished by Mike Jenkins

Life Flight assists on the recovery in Hell’s
Canyon. Photo furnished by Mike Jenkins

The field training at the Winter Survival Seminar
on 02/24/07 was a huge success with participa-
tion by Life Flight during the afternoon. Photo by

During the first search and rescue scenario,
Dep. Brent Butler is found by the K9’s and
“rescued” by team 1.
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Jeff S tark and his blood hound, Annie,  both received Sheriff’s Office Awards this
year. Jeff was recognized with a Career Achievement award in honor of his outstand-
ing dedication to SAR for over 15 years. Jeff has maintained the highest attendance
records of anyone on the team and serves on numerous WCSSAR skill groups. Annie
has now retired after a lifetime of dedication and service. In human years, Annie is
well over 100 years old. She was our first search dog and has a solid record of track-
ing both fugitives and lost people.

Life Flight is developing a new training program and WCSSAR has been asked to be
the first team through the program. It will be designed to create a certified ground
team for hoist operations. Currently we just stand to the side when the Life Flight
personnel arrive to hoist someone. Under this new program certified team members
will package the patient and work directly with the paramedic to help the hoist opera-
tion from the ground and attach the packaged patient to the hoist. There will be a
ground school classroom section followed by a field session with the helicopter, prob-
ably at Mtn. Dell Reservoir. Life Flight management is still developing the course but
we expect to do the first group by the end of March. Please let me know if you would
be interested in participating in this program.

Lt. Jeff Malan, Sgt. Chad Ferrin and I had a joint meeting  with the sheriffs and SAR
team leaders for Weber, Box Elder , Cache and Rich counties.  The main purpose of
the meeting was to increase communication and interagency cooperation. It was a
very productive meeting and we plan to meet again on a more regular basis. We plan
to do joint training several times a year and have arranged for all counties to be able
to send personnel to any other of the four county’s normal SAR training. The first joint
training will be July 14th at the YCC camp near the Box Elder-Weber county line. As
soon as we have training schedule information we’ll post it on the web. In the mean-
time don’t be surprised if an out-of-county SAR member shows up for one of our
training sessions. The hosting county will be in charge of overall safety and the visiting
member must realize that they can participate only up to their skill level and may be
asked to just observe. We will meet again in May, hosted by Weber County and again
in September hosted by Rich County.

MEMBERSHIP ISSUES AND UPDATES

Eric Greenwood, Kimball Kelsey , and Mary W ilcox were all approved as new mem-
bers of WCSSAR. As usual, please invite them to join you on outings so that we can
get to know each other.

Eric will be a member of the backcountry ski, non-technical climb, medical and logis-
tics teams. Eric has been skiing since he was 5 years old and now skis on telemark
skis. He has all his personal avalanche equipment and an avalung too. He is comfort-
able working with exposure and has done a little rock climbing but is not a technical
climber. He is an EMT-B and a certified firefighter (his goal is to be hired by a local fire
department). He has computer mapping and GIS (Geographic Information Systems)
skills although he has not used a GPS extensively. Eric is also a licensed ham radio
operator and is ATV certified by the state. You can reach Eric at 510-7580.

Kimball will be on the snowshoe and non-technical climb teams. Kimball grew up
exploring the Windriver mountains as a boy. He has lead sport routes and is able to
follow 5.8 trad routes but does not lead climb with natural pro. He considers himself to
be a fair weather climber and gets out about 15 times a year. Kimball skis on alpine
gear and has very little backcountry ski experience. He has dug snowcaves, has
winter camping experience and has completed a Weber State University Wilderness
Rec class on winter survival. He was certified as a First Responder and had CPR but
both of those have expired in the last couple of years. You can reach Kimball at 710-
1039.

Mary will be on the technical climb and dirt bike teams. Mary moved here from Arizona
about two years ago and works at ATK. She can lead 5.8 to 5.9 trad and can follow
5.11. She has 2 years of trad climbing experience and 6 years of sport climbing expe-
rience. Mary has a lot of map and compass experience but no GPS knowledge. She
has a current CPR certification but very minimal first aid experience. She is open
water dive certified and has about 30 dives worth of experience. She wants to get her

During the Winter Survival Seminar, three new
snowcat drivers were initiated. Above is Shaun Palm
driving the County Cat. Photo by Stuart Taylor

Left  is
Scott
Nelson
driving
Mighty
Mouse
while Scott
Combe
gives him
a few
pointers.
Photo by
John Sohl

Lt. Jeff Malan, Sheriff Brad Slater and Dena Stark
congratulate Jeff Stark during his award dinner on
02/27/07.

Annie of course, steals the show “helping” Jeff
receive their award. Jeff wants everyone to notice
that he dressed up for the occasion!

Allen Melle
begins his
snowcat career
in Chrome
Dome.
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rescue diver certification but doesn’t expect that for a few years. She is an accom-
plished snowboarder but is now trying to learn to use skis so that she can be on the
ski team. You can reach Mary at 645-5800.

Patti Donohoo  has accepted a job in Idaho and has moved, thus she is no longer
on our team. Patti was the assistant coordinator of the K9 team. The new assistant
coordinator will be Karen Alexander .

Brandon Meadows  has joined the military and will be deploying soon. Brandon
was the assistant coordinator for avalanche safety and will need to be replaced.

Summer Paulk  has taken a job in Salt Lake City and will be leaving the climb team.

Several years ago we revised our WCSSAR directives and procedures so that all
new team members are on probation for the first year. The problem is that we don’t
ever come back and reevaluate the members to see if they should actually pass
their probation period. Meg now has the dates built into her database and we will
attempt to track this more closely from now on.

It is time to again verify all the email and physical addresses and phone num-
bers for every member. A form will be sent around at the next general meeting.
Please make sure you give us your correct information if it has changed. You can
also email this information to Meg (see the newsletter’s masthead for her address).

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

At 6 pm on March 6th we’ll be having a meeting for MRA 2007 Conference Plan-
ning . All those who are interested are encouraged to attend.

The general meeting on March 6 th at 7 pm  will include medical practice on taking
vital signs such as pulse, respiration and blood pressure. All personnel should try to
get some practice at measuring pulse and respiration and OEC/EMT members will
take BP readings on other team members. If you have a BP cuff and scope, please
bring it. John Sohl will also do a presentation on the national conference our team is
hosting this June.

At 6:30 pm on March 6th the Dive Team will have an advanced diving classroom
session in the Sheriff’s Conference room in the main building. (Divers should bring
their logbooks and cert cards for updating personnel records.) On March 10th from
1–5 pm the divers will be training at Dive Utah.

The March 10 th field session  will be a joint ski and snowmobile team training at
Powder Mountain. Skiers should meet at the Hidden Lake Lodge at 8 am. We’ll start
with Meg Fogg teaching a session on snow anchors and we might try self arrests if
the snow conditions permit. The snowmobile team should meet at Monte parking lot
at 8 am to do a ride and then meet the skiers at Hidden Lake Lodge at 10 am.
Snowmobilers should bring tow ropes. We will split up to descend into Leftie’s Can-
yon then meet at the bottom to tow the skiers back up. We’ll also do this at other
canyon’s such as Mary’s until mid-afternoon.

CLIMBING WALL :
Nothing new.

MRA 2007 CONFERENCE, JUNE 21-24, 2007:
We have had a few setbacks  in the last few weeks. There was a scheduling error
on the date for the banquet at the Eccles Conference Center but it worked out and
we got our correct date when someone else canceled. The university was to have
our online registration program in place by February 15th but on the 14th they stated
it would not be available for more than a month. This is unacceptable and Jared
Randall worked hard to produce an on-line registration program and set up the web
site for us, go to WeberSAR.org and follow the links. Because we have not set up a
secure web site we are not able to process on-line registration payment yet. We are
currently working with the university to see what options are available through the
cashiers office or might set up a PayPal merchant account. That should all be ironed
out in the next week or so. Currently the system is a bit clunky with Weber State
University Conference Services contacting the conference member to get credit
card or PO information.

She is loaded into the helicopter and ready for
evacuation. Photo by Kathy  Bennett

....and carried to the waiting helicopter. Photo by
Kathy Bennett

We also
initiated
several team
members to
the fine art of
landing a
helicopter...

...in the
SNOW!
Photos by
Stuart Taylor

Our second
patient, Meg
Fogg is
“rescued” ...
(Photo by
John Sohl)
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Meg Fogg has finished e-mailing letters to about 120 vendors from her list of 150.
For the remaining 40 she either couldn’t get e-mail addresses or their e-mail was
returned. Meg will be getting with Patsy to have the letters mailed out through the post
office. She has received only one rejection so far and several commitments. We think
we might have warm hats lined up that we want to get the MRA logo put on. We are
working on a sponsor for the conference tee-shirt. Also,  Backcountry.com is donating
nice insulated travel cups with discount cards in them. Honeywell has agreed to cover
all local printing costs for conference packets and they have already lined up a print-
ing company for us to use. (The printer wants a sample conference packet so that
they can start working on a layout.) Vendors are all getting donation forms to return to
keep track of donations.

Local vendors/sponsors  are being coordinated by Brandon Woods and Taylor Foss.
Please check with them before you contact anyone to make sure the company has
not already been approached. Any cash donations by check should made out to Weber
County Search and Rescue and processed through the Sheriff’s Office.

We discussed the cost s for our team members  to attend the conference, those that
do assist with the conference verses those that do not. The conference registration
will be free for all WCSSAR members but perks such as tee shirts, hats and certainly
the banquet will be reserved for those members that provide significant assistance.
We also need to decide about registration fees for conference speakers. There will
be conference assignments in the near future for WCSSAR members, there is plenty
for everyone to do.

There will be a lot of construction going on (at both the university and I-15) exactly
when we will be doing the conference. This has caused a lot of unusual arrangements
with food services for on-campus meals but it seems to be working out so far.

John has contacted the Laci & Connor grant administration to try for funds to sponsor
one member from each search and rescue team. He has not heard back from them.

If we should get a really strong response for the rescue rigging pre-conference  we have
discussed the possibility of running two parallel sessions with flip-flopped schedules. At
the moment that doesn’t seem to be a concern but we are trying to plan ahead.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
Rick Schroeder will have a copy of the standards list for climbers at the March meet-
ing. This will be the last chance for comment on the policy  before it is put in place.
You can review it before hand at the team web site.

Rick still has not received a call back from Black Diamond on our camalot order ,
even after leaving several messages. He will try again. Steve Ericson will assist since
he has experience with the person involved.

DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
WCSSAR is working on updating and completing all personnel records. Please bring
your dive log books and highest (or better yet, all) certification cards to the
March 6 th team meeting  so we can photocopy them for our records.

Sgt. Ron Kendell and Don Olsen did an Ice Safety demonstration  for Box Elder
County’s Family Ice Fishing Day at Mantua Reservoir. The demo went well. There
was some good feed back and excellent TV coverage.

The Nitrox class  had good attendance, 9 attended, everyone passed and people
were prepared. This group then did a field session at Homestead Crater in Midway,
UT to complete the Nitrox certification on February 22nd. In addition to diving mixed
gas, the team demonstrated understanding of new diving parameters and the benefit
of increased bottom time that mixed gas offers.

There will be an advanced diving techniques classroom present ation  on March
6th followed by an extended pool session on March 10th. We are discussing the con-
cept of an Extreme Team for the divers. This team would be specially trained to do
extended duration dives and deeper dives than what we currently do. The classroom
and pool training in March are targeting more extreme diving as possible preparation
for such a team.

Ron Kendall on the ice (red coat) and Don Olsen in
the Ice at the Mantua Res. demo. Photo furnished
by Sgt. Ron Kendell

Don Olsen by the trailer at Mantua Res between Ice
Safety demo’s with local Mantua law enforcement.
Photo furnished by Sgt. Ron Kendell

Clock wise from nine o’clock Garth (Dive Utah),
Rick Goodliffe, Don Olsen, Sean Paul, Aaron
Shupe, John Stucker, Austin (Dive Uah), Kevin
Tams in the center—at the Homestead Crater in
Midway. Photo by Stuart Taylor

Above, Mark Pluim
preparing to enter
the water at the
crater and left,
Howard Pluim (at
least I “think”  it’s
Howard) in the
water. Photos by
Stuart Taylor



WEBER COUNTY SHERIFF SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWSLETTER PAGE 7 MARCH 2007

The dive trailer  is now outfitted with six 80 cu.ft. cylinders filled to 32% O
2
. On

February 19th divers Stuart Taylor, Rick Goodliffe, and Don Olsen completed exten-
sive training and gained valuable experience on the Nuvair Nitrox system. All other
team members will receive hands on training and be checked out as operators of
the Nuvair Nitrox system in the coming months.

Mike Jenkins and Don Olsen will get together to set up a joint K9-Dive training for
the spring. This will be to train the dogs for water searches.

K9 NEWS:
Karen Alexander  is the new Assistant Coordinator for the K9 team.

Doug W ewer and Liz Hebert son  and their dogs have successfully tested for ava-
lanche recovery. They are the first non-WBR teams to certify with WCSSAR.

New standards  have been reviewed and accepted by the K9 team. If you have any
questions please contact Mike, Karen and/or Chad Ferrin.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
Lt. Jeff Malan purchased 10 more new batteries  for the HT 1000’s and will order
more batteries and chargers for the older HT 600’s.

We believe that we have discovered the problem with the page out s to Nextel phones .
It seems that the page must be limited to a fairly small number of characters or else it is
blocked by Nextel. So it looks like our page outs might be even more terse. In many
cases, when John does the page out, there will also be an email message sent with the
initial page (not the cancel page though). Please check your email for details if you
need them. Loads of people calling the paging source just bogs the system down. Just
gather your gear and go to the location noted in the page.

MEDICAL NEWS:
The First Care course  is our minimum acceptable level of first aid knowledge for all
WCSSAR members. This certification lasts for 3 years then must be repeated. If
your certification is about to expire or if you are new and have no current certifica-
tions then it is important that you attend the First Care course starting in April. See
the SAR calendar on the first page of the newsletter and adjust your calendars for
this important class.

Brandon Woods arranged for medical ride-a-longs with Ogden Fire Dep artment
ambulances.  Forms will be available online or through Woodsey. WCSSAR mem-
bers will need to return the forms to Station #1 at least four days before they want to
ride. Some requirements are necessary before you can ride including a strict dress
code, knowledge of the HIPAA law and a vaccination form. These ride-a-longs are
for medical team members with EMT or OEC certification or higher initially. Depend-
ing on how it goes we might open that up for First Care certified members also. We
will be doing some review on taking vitals to get up to par so that you will feel more
comfortable when riding. You will be an active participant in patient care when on
these rides.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Allen Melle has informed the Sheriff ’s Mounted Posse members  what they need
to do to become members of WCSSAR’s Mounted SAR team. To be involved as
front line search members they will have to meet our requirements, especially the
medical training.

SEARCH NEWS:
Nothing new.

OHV NEWS:
We are creating a dirt bike team  for traveling narrow tracks that ATV’s can’t follow
without damage to the trail. If you are interested in this team please contact Bryan
Bennett, Scott Willis, Jeff Stark or Rick Schroeder.

It’s hard to tell if Meg Fogg is grinning after being
rescued. She later mentioned something about an
uncomfortable ski pole splint...Photo by John Sohl

Jackie completing a successful hot load with
Bryan Bennett and the Life Flight crew.

Above, Karen Alexander and Ripley with big grins
(well, at least Karen is grinning) after their flight in

the helicopter.

We also practiced medical packaging inside the
Environmental Center..here is Jared getting
wrapped up in his work again...Photo by Mike Fogg

Yes, that’s
definitely a grin
on Karen’s face!
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WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
We need to better match riding skills  of the people on the field teams to make sure
everyone on the team has the same skill level. There have been problems with team
members that have not been able to keep up or who are getting stuck and holding up
the rest of the team. Please be willing to recognize that your skills might not be up to
snuff for some teams. The solution is easy, improve your riding skills in part by joining
the rest of the team on Friday and Saturday rides. John Sohl has stated that this is a
general issue that affects all WCSSAR teams as it is equally frustrating to have one
member hiking at half the speed of the rest as it is to have one rider frequently getting
stuck when the others are not.

PREVENTATIVE SAR NEWS:
Nothing new.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT—ALAN CLAPPERTON: BY KATHY BENNETT

I would like to introduce you to one of the original
search and rescuers for Weber County, Alan
Clapperton. He became a member in 1984 when
it was known as the Jeep Patrol. Alan was the
commander from 1992 to 1993. As the need for
other rescue specialties became apparent the
Jeep Patrol members approached other organi-
zations, such as a snowmobile group, and com-
bined them with the Jeep Patrol.  Alan said that
the Jeep Patrol morphed into WCSSAR  between
1995 and 1996.

Alan has been a member of all teams at one time
or another except for the Technical Climb Team.
The most memorable rescue was one Christmas morning. A female lost skier from
Powder Mountain was reported missing at about 2 am. The Search and Rescue mem-
bers found her at about 9 am and brought her back to Powder Mountain. When asked
how the woman stayed warm, she said, “I danced all night”.  Due to that comment
Good Morning America picked up the story and aired it nationwide. (How unusual for a
skier to be lost at Powder Mountain—I guess some things never change.)

Alan has been married for 36 years to Ramona. He is the father of 4 children—one
son and three daughters. Alan is a grandfather of four. His youngest grandchild be-
longs to his youngest child, Alan said, “you know you are old when your baby has a
baby”.  He lives in Huntsville on an acre of land where he has two horses and  two
dogs.  Alan works for Farmers Insurance in personal injury litigation.  He has been with
them for 32 years. Alan is not fond of lawyers or chiropractors—2 types of people he
has a lot of contact with due to his job.

Alan was born and raised in Oakland, California. He attended Ricks College for 2
years and then finished his schooling at Weber State University. He has been in Utah
ever since.  He recently traveled to Puerto Vallarta in Mexico. He had a great time.  He
would like to travel to Australia some day.

Alan is one of the good old boys. We are able to have the organization we have today
due to the foresight of members like Alan Clapperton. We appreciate your endless
volunteer hours that not only have benefited the other members of WCSSAR but also
the community.

 FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
Thanks again to Patsy Winchester  for the minutes for the newsletter!
Thanks to everyone who contributed photos to this issue—we had way more images from the Winter
Seminar than I could ever use—so I apologize if I missed using one of your favorite shots! For those of
you new to this newsletter—if a photo is not credited—then assume I took the picture.
This newsletter is published for the benefit of WCSSAR members.

Newsletter Editor Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net
Or if Comcast is not working use sheri@clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

Alan poses in front of his snowmobile during the
ride to Davies Cabin. Photo by John Sohl

Alan Clapperton, photo by
John Sohl

Alan chats
with Allen
Melle at
Davies
Cabin.

Thanks for all your years of service to WCSSAR!

Dep. Brandon Toll expresses himself with
a...well...”unique” hat at the Winter Survival
Seminar. Kris Harrop expresses his opinion of the
hat. Photo by Mike Fogg


