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TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2007
FEBRUARY

06 Monthly meeting, Helicopter ops, standards, Mt. Hood review ............................................ John S.

10 Night Ski for ski team ................................................................................................ Mike F.
10 GPS night search winter team, Monte Cristo ...................................................................... Bryan B.

23-25 Winter Survival Seminar .......................................................................................... Dep. Brandon T.

MARCH

06 Monthly meeting, Life Flight medical training ......................................................................... Troy E.
10 Beacon & XC ski/snowshoe, Snowbasin ................................................................................Mike J.

APRIL

03 Monthly meeting, Water rescue, safety and communication ............................................... Lane M.
07 Swiftwater, Riverdale kayak park ........................................................................................... Lane M.
26 First care course .................................................................................................................... Steve E.

MAY

01 Monthly meeting, Roped rescue, patient packaging & high angle care ................................Rick S.
03, 05,
10, 17,
24, 31 First care advanced first aid course ..................................................................................... Steve E.

05 Climb training, scree evac, Waterfall Canyon ........................................................................Rick S.

JUNE

05 Monthly meeting, MRA—It’s-kind-of-a-big-deal ..................................................................... John S.
09 MRA Practice field sessions and Prep ................................................................................... John S.

19-24 MRA ......................................................................................................................................... John S.

JULY

03 Monthly meeting, ATV organization and field ops ............................................................... Bryan B.
07 ATV/MX trail familiarization ride ........................................................................................... Bryan B.

AUGUST

07 Monthly meeting, Dive team ops and dive team support ....................................................... Don O.
9–11 Weber Co. Fair ......................................................................................................................... Kent J.

11 Dive at Pineview ......................................................................................................................Don O..

JAN 2007 CALLOUTS

January 15 th—An “almost callout.” The Sheriff’s Office received a call of a stranded motorist in the
snow on Ant Flat Road. This report came from a dog sled team that happened upon the vehicle,
however it took approximately two hours for the dog sled team to obtain a cell phone signal to call it in.
Deputy Horton responded and was checking the snowmobile parking lot to see if he could see any-
thing. In the distance he could barely see a light. He got out of his truck and honked his horn, he heard
a faint horn back. Deputy Horton got out of his vehicle and walked the half mile to reach the family. The
temperature was 16 degrees F. There was a wife, husband and three small children, ages 7, 6 and 5
months. Deputy Horton reached the family and helped walk the children out, carrying the baby. All
were checked by the medical team and released. The vehicle was buried in the snow up to its axles.
It was a situation potentially similar to the ill-fated Kim family incident in Oregon earlier this season that
made international news.
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January 25 th—6:25 pm. Two girls, 14 and 12 yoa, became lost while skiing at
Powder Mount ain.  Their parents last heard from them around 3:00 PM and were
reportedly at the bottom of Paradise. The girls had a “Talk About” radio and were
using channel 19.

We had a great turn out and were able to put together three good teams. Lyman
Stoker and his team were sent to the bottom of Paradise, Bryan Bennett and his
team went into the bottom of Lefties and Travis Baird and his team went down to-
wards the top of Mary’s.

After searching Lefties, Bryan and his team starting searching towards Mary’s and
Middle Fork. During one of the frequent stops, Dan Frost heard a faint response on
channel 19. We were on the Powder Mountain side of the ridge so we climbed up
and over the ridge and made contact with 2 girls on channel 19. We radioed com-
mand a gave our location for Life Flight and with the help of the girls, who were
scared and frantic when the helicopter went away from them, Life Flight located
them.

Life Flight had a hard time seeing. The bright moonlight and the headlights from
snowmobiles made it impossible to see with the Night Vision Goggles. Life Flight
requested that one of our snowmobile teams go down and pick up the girls and bring
them up to an LZ on the ridge. I had already dispatched Lyman’s team to do that
while we waited and guided the helicopter from our vantage point. Fortunately, Travis
had been monitoring our radio traffic and had already started in that direction. Life
Flight hovered over the girls until they arrived.

The girls had left their skis and snowboard in the bottom of the canyon. A group of us
went in the next day, found them and brought them out. The steep slope and large
distance they traversed was unbelievable.

They said that they thought they were following the creek bed that would take them
to the bottom of the Paradise lift. Bryan asked them, “other than getting lost, how
was the snow?” Carli, said “it was awful, there was too much of it”. They said that
they would walk fifteen steps and rest for ten seconds. When they finally were too
tired to go on, Matti, the younger of the two, was very cold especially her feet. Carli
sat down and put her on her lap to get her out of the snow. They were tired and
started to fall asleep so they began to sing songs to keep themselves awake. They
came very close to two different moose and were afraid the moose were going to
charge them.

The girls were located at N 41D 21.755 W 111D 42.959. The skies and board were
found at N 41D 21.438 W 111D 42.946. Punch these in your topo and look at what
they climbed and how far from Hidden lake they were. If we had not made contact on
the radio, it may have been daylight before we found them.

“I’ll never forget the sound of the voices over the radio when we first made contact. The
pleading for help, the despair when they thought the helicopter could not find them and
the excitement when they realized it had. The squeals when mom and dad met them at
the helicopter and expressions of gratitude shown for all of us.”—Bryan Bennett

The Backcountry Ski Team just stayed in the lodge listening to the radio traffic, ready
to assist, while the snowmobile team searched for the two girls. The parents were in
the lodge with us. They were both very worried but kept great composure. Life Flight
arrived shortly after the sleds headed out. One of the teams on the sleds was using
a two way radio calling the girls on the channel they were on (and their parents were
on). After a while the sled team was able to hear some traffic from a younger female
voice on the channel. They kept talking to them getting more and more info from
them trying to find out where they were. By this time Life Flight arrived and the sled
team asked the girls if they could hear or see the helicopter. They said yes and told
them where the heli was from them, once the girls said the it was closer, a SAR
member over the radio had the girls use their cell phone to help guide the chopper to
them by opening up the cell phone and pointing it at the helicopter. Shortly the girls
were found. Life Flight took girls from the ridge back to the Hidden Lake Lodge
parking lot where they met with their family. The ski team did a great job at comfort-
ing the patients’ parents.—Brandon Woods

Steve Ericson (right) at the conclusion of the
seach for the two girls at Powder Mountain. Photo
by Scott Willis

A very happy mom is reunited with her girls.
Photo by Scott Willis

The ride to Davies Cabin begins on a cold and
foggy Saturday morning on Jan. 27th with the
unloading of the snowcats.

Jeff Stark confidently backs down the loading
ramp at the Monte snowmobile parking lot.

Dep Toll reads out the coordinates for the prize
search on the way to Davies Cabin.
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

This team changes the lives of others in a positive way . What percent age of
society can right fully claim that?  The professionalism and dedication of our team
is astounding. The parents of the two girls we rescued this month couldn’t fully ex-
press how grateful they were for the existence of our team. Sheila Mavin thanked us
to her dying day eleven years later. The family of the snowboarder we rescued last
month sent in a $1,000 donation to WCSSAR. The son we rescued that night sent us
the following letter:

Dear Weber County Search and Rescue,

My name is James Davol, I am writing to give thanks and express my
immense gratitude for your aid in the services at Powder Mountain on De-
cember 29th. I find it hard to put into words how much I appreciate your
help and dedication to the rescue services in your community.

The speed and efficiency at which your team performed on that night was
more than impressive. Working together to save lives is an admirable ser-
vice and you seem to have the task nailed, so to say.

Again I would like to thank you all for your professionalism and can’t thank
you enough for saving my life. I try not to think what would have happened
if your men hadn’t shown up on their sleds when they did and brought me
back to this world.

I’ve now returned to Austin where I’ll be spending the next semester study-
ing at St. Edwards, living life to its fullest potential. Your community has a
wonderful group of folks for which I am eternally grateful.

Sincerely,

James Davol
Florence, TX

Thank you  to Bryan Bennett and Brandon Woods for contributing the article on the
Powder Mountain call out. I also want to thank Mike Fogg for the rapid and detailed
compilation of the training calendar for the next 9 months.

Kathy Bennett is having trouble getting people to respond back for the Member
Highlight  section of the newsletter. She calls and gets a hold of people but they just
don’t get the information back to her. It cuts it right down to the wire for the article to
get to Sheri in time for the newsletter. If you don’t want to be recognized in the
Member Highlight section just say so. But it helps us to know each other better and
is a valuable part of the newsletter. If you get contacted, please respond quickly.

There are some grant monies  available through a fund set up by the family of Laci
Petersen. The money comes from the profits of a book the family wrote. The money
is available for Wilderness SAR teams only. We are working on putting together a
grant request.

All the attention on rescues in Oregon this winter has reopened the public debate
about charging t argeted group s for the cost of rescue. As is common, the media
and many members of the public separate climbers as being worthy of being charged
but not others. This is understandable as these rescues are often visually dramatic.
Careful analysis of the actual data reveals a different conclusion. Multi-day searches
for missing hikers or for missing children are significantly more expensive and in-
volve more manpower and resources.

Oregon teams, Portland Mountain Rescue in particular, has been working hard to
fight the charge for rescue movement. There is pending legislation to require bea-
cons on Mt. Hood. Yet, sane analysis indicates it would have made no difference for
the climbers who died there last month. (We’ll discuss why at the meeting.) The
authority having jurisdiction in Idaho is attempting to bill $13k to the Jon Francis
family for “cost recovery” for the search. Yet that agency has not defined what the
hard costs are and the Idaho state SAR board has already reimbursed the county for
the search.

Should you be asked, our long standing position is simple, “we help those in need,
regardless of who they are.”

Finally they arrive within site of the Cabin and
are met by snowmobilers. Photo by Kathy
Bennett

Meanwhile, the skiers are enjoying a trip down from
the Hidden Lake Lodge parking lot at Powder Mtn.
Photo by John Sohl

Stuart Taylor leads out the caravan of snowcats in
the Piston Bully.

Anyone who has ridden in Mighty Mouse can
appreciate my amazement that this picture—taken
while Rick was driving—came out this clearly!

Sgt. Kendell—who was heard muttering as he shut
the door—”poses” for a picture.
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WCSSAR is a Project Lifesaver  lead team for Utah. We obtained this certification
several years ago but have not used it yet. The National Park Service is considering
using Project Lifesaver locator wrist bands to track hikers. It was rejected in Denali
N.P. but is being tested currently in Rocky Mountain N.P. to see if it might work.

There is a national organization called the Citizen Corp s (go to citizencorps.gov for
details). One of their largest activities is the CERT program. Locally, WCSSAR pro-
vides CERT training to several communities, mostly through the impressive effort and
dedication of Jeff Stark. Be advised that there will soon be a SAR Corps. The ramifica-
tions to current SAR efforts are still unknown but it will be a large federal program with
access to a lot of money. It will be interesting to see how this evolves.

Initial funding has been obtained for a national Search and Rescue Monument . It
will be located in Washington state.

FEMA is nearly done with the definitions of what a Wilderness SAR member does
and what skills are needed. This is being done to promote the standardization of
rescue services and to facilitate the response to regional and national emergencies.
Several states are already moving towards adopting those definitions and standards.
Oregon, for example, is in the process of seeking credentialing lists in order to call up
neighboring teams. It is possible that if we don’t go through this route of credentialing,
then the paid teams (i.e. firefighters) are going to make even further inroads into our
“territory” and we will be sidelined. There is a serious issue here, if all the “easy”
wilderness rescues are covered and the volunteers drift away, then there will be no
one to cover the technical rescues involving the extreme snowmobile, climbing, skiing
and other skills that we provide.

If you have ordered a red SAR coat  we need to get it paid for ASAP. The cost is
$155.00. If a member received a coat last year (where SAR paid half) they must pay
the full amount for this year’s coat. However, if you didn’t get one last year the cost is
$90.00. Also, we still have a few small and medium 5.11 coats available that were
never picked up.

WCSSAR is growing  and attendance is improving. We have outgrown our current
meeting room. As a result, stating in March, we will be moving the general meetings to
Training Rooms A & B in the main Sheriff’s Complex. This will also remove the need to
get through the traffic control gates.

The command structure  at the Sheriff’s Office has changed slightly for SAR. The
order of SAR responsibility is now: Sheriff Brad Slater >> Captain Klint Anderson >>
Lt. Jeff Malan >> Sgts. Chad Ferrin and Ron Kendell >> Deputies Brandon Toll and
Brent Butler. Goals for 2007 have been defined and will be discussed at the February
general meeting.

To better track our skills and training we have a new Training and Meeting atten-
dance form.  We will still be using the familiar roster for call outs. It is important that
you sign in on the attendance forms so that we can prove to others that our members
are highly trained and active.

MEMBERSHIP ISSUES AND UPDATES

There were five new members considered for approval at the last Executive Commit-
tee meeting. Four were accepted and one application was denied. Please welcome
the following new members: Tracy Bessinger , Brian Burke, Bruce Engelby and
Ken Schulte.

Tracy will be primarily on the medical and climb teams. He is trained as a NFPA
(National Fire Protection Agency) Rope Rescue Technician and is a member of the
Weber County Fire Heavy Rescue Team. He has been an EMT-I for 16 years and
holds a masters degree in emergency management. He has extensive hiking skills
and knows how to use a GPS. You can reach Tracy at 644-2471.

Brian (and his chocolate lab, Drake) will be on the K9 team. Brian is avalanche level I
certified and has 5 years of experience with American Search Dogs. Drake is 6 years
old and will soon be Level II certified. SAR is in Brian’s blood, his dad was in SAR and
he grew up exploring the Minnesota wilderness. Brian is in school to become a trauma
nurse and he worked in a trauma center in Iraq. He is open water diver certified and

Snowmobiles, snowcats and skiers arrive at Davies
Cabin for training and a BBQ. Photo by John Sohl

At least some folks spend part of their time trying
to get a photo of Sheri as payback. Fortunately
for Sheri—not everyone turned in their pictures
on time. Just kidding...Photo by Kathy Bennett

Nathan Foster opts for a pull assist from Ken
Albertson. Photo by Kathy Bennett

Need a ride? Photo by Kathy Bennett
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will assist with the dive team. He is also a high explosives expert. You can reach
Brian at 391-5685.

Bruce will be on the backcountry ski, swift water and climb teams. He will soon be
avalanche level II certified. Bruce has extensive hiking and backcountry skiing ex-
perience. He also did an awesome job in the avalanche search training at Davies
Cabin helping his team come in first with the overall shortest search time (5 min-
utes). He has 12 years of white water experience as a raft pilot and owns his own
raft. He can navigate class IV+ rapids. Bruce is also a veterinarian and will assist
with the K9 team in that role. You can reach Bruce at 698-5627.

Ken has been a member of WCSSAR before and has 13 years of SAR experience.
Ken was once the vice commander of Weber County’s Mountain Rescue Unit be-
fore it was combined with the other teams into our current structure. Ken is a skilled
ice, rock and mountain climber. He has climbed in many parts of the world including
the highest peaks in North and South America (Denali and Aconcagua). Ken is also
a backcountry skier and is comfortable working around white water. Ken was OEC
certified but that has now expired. Ken will be on the technical climb, backcountry
ski and swift water teams. You can reach Ken at 386-0401.

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

February 6 th—General meeting.  We will be doing helicopter op s with Diamond
Peaks (Silver S tate Helicopters). Diamond Peaks helicopter pilots are the only
ones certified to bomb avalanches from the air in our area. We’ll also cover hypoth-
ermia, SAR goals for 2007 and a report on the searches at Mt. Hood for the three
lost climbers including photographs taken by MRA team members on site.

February 10 th—Night Ski for ski team  at Wolf Mountain or Powder Mountain, TBA.
Ski some in resort for a few hrs, and then try to head out into the dark for a short
tour. Mike Fogg knows a good little route out of Wolf that would not be too hard, but
use a lot of travel skills with and w/out skins.

February 10 th—GPS night search at Monte Cristo , Winter team, 6 pm - 10 pm.
The training will be held in the style of a Poker Run. You’ll get your next waypoint
when you locate the current one you are looking for.

February 23 rd-25th—Winter Survival Seminar . We will do several hoist training
runs with Life Flight. New members will be chosen to help with LZ and landing the
helicopter. The technical teams will assist with hoist training and extracting a patient
from a heavily wooded area.

Friday 4 pm–6 pm arrive and set up
6 pm Dinner
7 pm Class session: GPS training and special features of the Garmin
Rinos

Saturday 7 am Breakfast
8–noon On snow for travel practice, snow anchors, GPS practice
noon Lunch
1–4 pm Life Flight hoist training
4–6 pm Winter shelters for patient care
6 pm Dinner
7 pm Hypothermia

Sunday 7 am breakfast
8 am clean up and get out of camp

CLIMBING WALL :
The Executive Committee has discussed the use of the climbing wall for the up-
coming year . Lt. Jeff Malan is already getting requests for it. We discussed some
ideas on how to cover the manpower needed to run it. We are thinking of doing no
more than one event per month where we have to charge per climber. We will try to
limit the pay per person bookings to events where we actually made good money. All
other events will be charged $100 per hour with a $500 minimum.

The teams prepare for a timed beacon search in the
man-made avalanche debris field manufactured by
Stuart Taylor and Sgt. Kendell.

Steve Ericson and Kris Harrop timed and kept
records of the competing teams.

Bright smiles from the winning team of Mike Otto,
Bruce Engelby, Lyman Stoker, Craig Brenchley and
John Sohl...

...with second place going to Dep. Brandon Toll, Lt.
Jeff Malan and Kris Harrop. (Yes, Jeff, there were
fewer of you to search...)    ;-)
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MRA 2007 CONFERENCE, JUNE 21-24, 2007:
There was a planning meeting on Thursday the 25th at WCSO at 7 pm for the June
conference we are hosting. Salt Lake, Utah, and Davis counties have all agreed to
help with early arrivals, conference operation and field sessions. We decided to do
four field sessions. Two technical roped rescue sessions and a session on the via
Ferrata. The fourth session is an orienteering/geocaching activity targeted at those
who don’t want to participate in the more strenuous field sessions.  We will have 8
stations for technical roped rescue. The four Wasatch Front MRA teams will each
host two stations, one on doing a vertical pickoff and the other will be a scree evac
raising, traverse then lowering.

At the WCSSAR February general meeting we will show the conference present a-
tion  that we did at the Winter MRA meeting.

Future MRA June conferences will be held at: Stowe, Vermont, 2008; Timbermine
Lodge, Mt. Hood, Oregon, MRA 60th Anniversary, 2009; Juneau, Alaska, 2010.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
To increase communications between the Mountain Rescue Association and indi-
vidual members they will soon be trying an email newsletter from the MRA officers .
The newsletter would come out approximately six times a year. We will be submitting
the email addresses of all our MRA members. If you don’t want the information let
Roy West know. Also, you will be able to click on an “unsubscribe” link in that MRA
newsletter.

We ordered several camalot s from Black Diamond about two months ago. For some
reason we still have not gotten them yet and Rick says he still can’t get a hold of the
right person at Black Diamond.

Rick Schroeder and Nathan Foster have finalized the climbers’  standards . Those
are on the web and will be presented at one of the general monthly meetings soon. All
climb team members must comply with the standards.

DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
Because of the physical demands placed on the divers we have been discussing
changing the fitness test  from moderate to arduous (the “pack test”). Don Olsen has
located some standards by the International Association of Dive Rescue Specialists
that may pertain better to Divers.  You can find details at http://www.iadrs.org/images/
FitnessAndWatermanshipTest.pdf. NFPA 1670 also defines fitness standards for divers
but it looks like the IADRS standards are a better fit for the team.

Don is still working on the official date for the Nitrox training for ten divers.

K9 NEWS:
Chryssi (the dog) and Peter (the handler) attended a week long Canadian Avalanche
Rescue Dog Association (CARDA) course  at Whistler/Blackcomb in BC Canada.
There is a fully certified level A team and the top team available for any WCSSAR
mission. Maggie (the puppy) and her handlers Dave and I attended the WBR dog
school in Little Cottonwood Canyon. Thirty teams from resorts around the western
US attended the biannual school. Maggie is progressing well, but will not be eligible
for her Level B test until next winter. Hans and Pivot and Dan and Zena will be recer-
tifying their Level A status in February. The Snowbasin Patrol held Life Flight LZ man-
agement training recently. The training included “hot loads” for the dog teams. Report
submitted by Mike Jenkins.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
The Rino 530 GPS unit s have an important feature that we will practice with at the
Winter Survival Seminar. You can enter in a waypoint then broadcast it to all other
Rino 530s on that channel. This way one person can enter in the waypoint and then
“plug it into” all other Rino 530s in range.

Lt. Jeff Malan and a few other members of the command staff will be meeting with
Cache County and Rich County  on February 21st at the Maddox restaurant to go
over issues associated with interagency operations and cooperation for searches.

Prior to the start of the MRA winter business
meeting, several of the officers and attending
delegates ski at Powder Mtn. Thanks for the tickets!
Photo by John Sohl

Not to be outdone by Roy’s noble stance—John
Sohl decides to lay down on the job. Photo by
Roy West

Dave and Maggie “socialize” with other teams at
the WBR dog school at Alta. Photo by Mike Jenkins

Peter and Chryssi “hot load” the Life Flight helicop-
ter during recent training at Snowbasin.

Doug Wewer and
Syringa pose for a
shot in the parking
lot of Hidden Lake
Lodge. Photo by
John Sohl
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MEDICAL NEWS:
Reminder, advanced first aid  at or equivalent to the National Ski Patrol First Care
course is the required minimum medical training  allowed for all WCSSAR mem-
bers. This course must be repeated every three years. Steve Ericson will be teaching
the First Care course this spring, see the calendar for details.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Allen Melle will be setting up a familiarization ride  on the trails on the East Bench for
the Mounted SAR team this spring. We will need to make sure that we have permis-
sion from the Forest Service first since these trails are normally closed to horse
traffic.

SEARCH NEWS:
All WCSSAR members are also members of Utah State SAR Association . Jeff
Stark and Scott Combe have agreed to represent our agency with them. We pay a
fee of $2.00 per member for the state association. We pay National Association of
Search and Rescue (NASAR) $7.50 per person. Like the MRA we only send them a
partial roster of team members who specialize in areas covered by NASAR. We do a
similar thing with MRA. We are currently evaluating our relationship with NASAR. For
the moment we have decided to stay with NASAR at least one more year.

OHV NEWS:
Beginning this summer we will be adding a motorcycle rescue team  to our groups.
This will be dirt bikes only, no ATV’s.  Thus the OHV team will be comprised of an ATV
team, a 4X4 truck team and the new motorcycle team.

WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
Bryan Bennett and Lt. Jeff Malan are looking into getting reflective name t ags. No
word yet, we’ll keep you posted.

PREVENTATIVE SAR NEWS:
Nothing new.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT—STAY TUNED: BY KATHY BENNETT

 FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
Thanks again to Patsy Winchester  for the minutes for the newsletter!
Thanks to everyone who contributed photos to this issue! For those of you new to this newsletter—if a
photo is not credited—then assume I took the picture.
This newsletter is published for the benefit of WCSSAR members.

Newsletter Editor Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net
Or if Comcast is not working use sheri@clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

Kathy Bennett poses on her snowmobile after a
hard day of taking pictures! Photo by Bryan
Bennett

A good time was had by all at Davies Cabin.
Photo by John Sohl

John Sohl (left) and Roy West (right) pose with
MRA president Fran Sharp (second from left) at
the MRA winter business meeting in Salt Lake
City on January 21st. Photo provided by Roy
West

Kathy Bennett dedicates
precious moments of her “spare”
time to bring us closer to our
fellow team mates via her
Member HighLight articles.
Since I have a bit of space left at
the end of this newsletter, I
thought I’d include a few
pictures of Kathy from the
Davies Cabin ride to let
everyone get a chance to see
the author of this valuable
series. Please give Kathy a pat
on the back next time you see
her and thank her for her hard
work for WCSSAR. (Photo by
Bryan Bennett)

Ryan Kiernan, Kathy Bennett, Nathan Foster and
Rick Schroeder prepare for the beacon search.


