
TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2006
FEBRUARY

07 Monthly meeting ................................................................................................................... John S.
11 Skier and Snowshoer Tour at Snowbasin, 11 am ................................................ Rick S. & Bryan B.

25, 26 Sat. 9 am to Sun. 10 am, overnight Winter Survival Seminar ................................ Dep. Brandon T.

MARCH
07 GSL Plan meeting Department Natural Resources Room 1040, 1 pm ........................... Lt. Jeff M.
07 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
11 BBQ, familiarization ride, snowcat ride, snow anchors/rescue............................ Rick S. & Bryan B.
25 Familiarization training w/ GSL SAR Plan, GSL Marina parking area, 8:45 am ..... Lt. Jeff M., Don O.

APRIL
04 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
08 Monthly training .................................................................................................................... John S.

MAY
02 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
06 Monthly training .................................................................................................................... John S.

JUNE
06 Monthly meeting, WCSO annex, 7 pm ................................................................................ John S.
10 Monthly training .................................................................................................................... John S.

15-18 MRA Conference, Marin Co. CA ........................................................................................... Roy W.

DEC/JAN 2005/06 CALLOUTS

January 1 st—Salt Lake County interagency assist.  A snowboarder , 16, was overdue. He
was found by the Powder Bird Ski Guides helicopter just as our team was arriving in the
parking lot. The patient had mild frostbite and very mild hypothermia. He was treated at the
Snowbird ski patrol first aid room and released.

January 4 th—The Snowbasin back country ski patrol took care of this entire rescue. Two
out-of-st ate snowboarders  went off the backside from the top of the Woman’s Olympic
start. They called for help at 1:30 pm and talked with Dep. Toll. The patrol found the tracks
right away and located them in about 10 minutes. They brought the two patients back up and
then skied back to the resort via the Coldwater Canyon saddle. They all returned to Snowba-
sin base by about 6 pm.

January 7 th—A snowshoer decided to hike from North Ogden Divide to Ben Lomond. By
about 3 pm he got caught in a snowstorm. The conditions were poor (snowing with strong
winds) and we had a team ready to hike in. At 9 pm the weather cleared enough for the State
DPS helicopter to fly and pilot Steve Rugg managed to get the patient evacuated and down
to incident command.

January 1 1th—A female, 23, on a snowboard went out-of-bounds south and east out from
Strawberry Bowl. Her husband was very distraught and called 911. Two Snowbasin back
country ski patrollers located her and skied her down to Dep. Toll’s truck on Trappers’ Loop
at about 3 pm. She was concerned about the delays and wanted to get back to the resort
quickly so she could get in another run before they closed for the day.

January 22 nd—Brandon Everett lead a mission by the Powder Mountain ski patrol mem-
bers, who are also on the WCSSAR team, in a search for a male skier , 50, from China.
They efficiently located him and assisted him in getting back to safety.

January 30 th—Three snowmobilers  got stranded in a canyon. They called two of their
buddies at 2 am to bring them gas and water. After locating their friends, the two buddies
became stranded and spent the night with their friends. They had a fire and the next morning
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the two buddies and the one of the original stranded riders, made it out and
phoned Box Elder County who in turn called Weber County. Lt. Jeff Malan
called Life Flight because he had reports of frostbite and an individual that
could not walk. Life Flight had picked the two remaining persons off of the
mountain and was leaving as our Snowmobile Team was arriving. The Two
buddies had to ride back to the Mantua side to their truck. They guided our
team to the sleds where we recovered them. One sled was buried in a creek
bottom while the other had stopped short. Caleb Stoker rode in double with
Gary Stoker and rode one sled out. The other was towed out after Gary
Stoker rode it out to the trail. The callout came at about 8:30 am and we were
done by about noon. (Thanks to Bryan Bennett for the details on this rescue.)

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

This newsletter now has a new section that will profile one of our members
each month  so that we can get to know each other a bit better. Kathy Ben-
nett has agreed to take on this task and this month we are featuring Art Pluim.

All Liberty Mount ain orders  must be paid for in advance. Also, please think
carefully about your order so that you don’t have to return items too often. All
transactions are copied to Lt. Malan and his desk is suffering from an ad-
vanced case of paperwork overload.

The new WCSSAR stickers  are here. We have not set a price, but it will be
at cost or lower.

We are starting a long range planning  process for the future of WCSSAR.
The early meetings will be kept very small, primarily Chief Zimmerman, Lt.
Malan and three volunteers to represent SAR. That number will eventually
expand to approximately 5 SAR volunteers and more representatives from
the Sheriff’s Office. The initial group will be John Sohl (representing climbers
and winter back country), Don Olsen (dive, swiftwater and logistics) and Bryan
Bennett (snowmobiles, snowcats and ATVs). There is nothing secret going
on and we will report our progress to the entire team periodically.

Cabela’ s update: Nothing new, we are on the waiting list for a shipment. On a
related note, since WCSSAR is not a 501(c)3 organization (for tax and dona-
tion purposes) we had to use the Sheriff’s Foundation to qualify for the Cabela’s
fund raiser deal. To make future donations to the team easier, Lt. Malan is
working with Chief Zimmerman to make WCSSAR a 501(c)3 organization.

Our Sheriff’s Office is the only CALEA (Commission on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies) accredited agency in Utah. We will be going through
the reaccreditation process this year. There will be very little impact on the
general membership of WCSSAR as the Executive Committee will handle
most of the issues as they arise. In the 2nd week of December we’ll need to
have a “static display” set up showing off SAR. That will include the climbing
wall and some of our rescue equipment.

Two quick notes on last month’ s training.  1. The avalanche course and
field sessions went well except for some problems with the test which we’ll fix
for next year. We also trained members from two local ski patrols (Wolf and
Powder) and from American Search Dogs. 2. Mike Fogg and Lyman Stoker
were the LZ officers for the Life Flight night landing training. They both did a
fine job of bringing the chopper in for their first time ever in that role.

MEMBERSHIP ISSUES AND UPDATES

Sgt. Chad Ferrin  will be a new member of the WCSSAR team from the
Sheriff’s Office. The idea is to have a larger number of sheriff’s officers in-
volved in SAR to assist in rapid response to SAR calls and to provide better
coverage. We’ll also be adding an additional deputy in the near future.

More details on the 01/30/06 snowmobile recovery
above right. Photo Scott Willis

The Winter Team responds to a call for 3 stuck
snowmobilers on 01/30/06. Photo Scott Willis

Mike Fogg shows his relief after his stint as LZ
officer and landing the Life Flight helicopter in a
narrow strip of grass by the jail.

Check out Bryan Bennett’s description of the
snowmobile recovery above right. Photo Scott Willis
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We accepted four additional Snowbasin ski p atrol members  for the auxil-
iary Snowbasin back country patroller SAR team. They are all very skilled ski-
ers with both medical and avalanche training. The new auxiliary members are:
David Barczek, Mike Poborsky , Linda Helms and Mike Montgomery .

Mike Montgomery  was also accepted for the regular WCSSAR team. He will
be primarily on the technical climbing and back country skiing teams. He is
OEC certified and is trained in avalanche awareness. Mike is an airline pilot and
he ski patrols at both Snowbasin and Powder Mountain. He can lead natural
pro climbs at 5.8 and can follow 5.11. He has been climbing for four years. If
you are looking for a climb or ski partner you can reach Mike at 920-3277.

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

February 1 1th—Snowbasin familiarization tour , 11 am. This will involve
only the skiers and snowshoers. There is not enough room for a large num-
ber of snowmobiles in these canyons. The skiers will meet at the bronze
moose, the snowshoers will meet at the Smoky the Bear sign in Ogden
Canyon. The skiers will go from the top down into Coldwater Canyon all the
way down into Ogden Canyon while the snowshoers work their way up from
the bottom. We are hoping that someone from the Snowbasin ski patrol who
has skied it before will be available to lead the way. All of this is also depen-
dent on having relatively safe avalanche conditions.

February 25 th, 26th—Semiprivate winter seminar  just for WCSSAR mem-
bers and traditional attendees of the seminar such as those from Cache
County. We will run from 9 am on Saturday to 10 am on Sunday at the
Environmental Center. Members are encouraged to spend the night outside
in snow caves or other shelters. There will be lunch, a BBQ dinner and
Sunday breakfast for participants. There will be both indoor and outdoor
training sessions. We plan to do a mock search, use GPS, practice pulling
and carrying skiers with the snowmobiles, loading snowcats, pulling the Orion
sled and doing winter medical care, packaging and transport.

March 11th—There will be a snowmobile/snowcat ride  to Davies Cabin again
this year. Everyone is meeting in the parking lot at 8 am and if you are planning
on riding in one of the snowcats you will need to reserve a spot in advance.

CLIMBING  WALL :
We have discussed modifying the two belay arms  that stick out too far.
This will need to be done in the next month or two. Kent Jensen will be
heading up this project.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
There are some significant changes in the training requirement s for ava-
lanche . Please see the Winter Team news section below for details.

We will be sending several members to the 2006 MRA conference  in Cali-
fornia. The registration for the 2006 conference is $350 per person, which is
pretty expensive. We plan to keep the cost of the 2007 MRA conference well
below that price. John Sohl, Roy West, Lane McPheeters, Rick Schroeder
and Sheri Trbovich attended the MRA winter meeting in Salt Lake City in
January. We presented a preliminary schedule for the 2007 conference that
we are hosting here. There were also significant discussions on MRA stan-
dards and federal typing of rescue teams and members by FEMA. You can
expect to hear more about federal standards in the next few months.

Rick Schroeder plans to start certifying climb and winter back country
teams  similar to Salt Lake County. This would be a gear check of each team
member’s SAR ready pack to make sure they have proper gear including

Lyman Stoker also trained for the first time as an LZ
officer and was put through the paces in directing the
helicopter in to land. Great job Lyman!

Anthony Sands, demon-
strates the Avalanche
Back Pack to our team at
the Jan.meeting. This is
the pack with the balloon
style floatation devices
that keep you on top of
the snow in the event you
are caught in an
avalanche.
Below, Mike Fogg tries
the pack on while Don
Olsen observes.
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the 10-essentials. We would do this twice a year at the Tuesday night team
meetings. There will be a winter pack and summer pack check. It will also
allow members to see what everyone else is carrying into the field. We’ll try
to come up with a standard gear list.

Rick is upgrading our p ack system for team gear  such as the ropes and
hardware. He is going to check into the Alice packs at Smith and Edwards to
see if they are good enough. We need packs that will carry well and are
large enough to hold both team and personal gear. If you want any input on
this, please contact Rick directly.

DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
While Art Pluim is away Don Olsen will be acting as the interim coordi-
nator  for the dive team.

The Great Salt Lake Plan  has finally arrived and it is coming at us fast!
There is a commanders planning meeting to be held on March 7th and a field
session for teams on March 25th. The field session will run from 8:45 am
until early afternoon. It will involve all water teams.

We need to get the dive trailer  done before the next GSL plan meeting in
March. We need a design for the outside of the trailer and a volunteer work
team for the inside—Don Olsen and Scott Willis will coordinate this effort.
We’ll also need a team equipment list for water rescue related gear. This list
will become part of the resources listed in the plan itself.

Lt. Malan wants to get several of our members certified as instructors for
swif twater rescue.  If you would like to do this please contact Sohl or Ma-
lan. So far Lane McPheeters, Scott Willis and Don Olsen have expressed
interest in being part of this effort.

The dive t anks  are done with the hydrostatic testing. Bryan Bennett will pick
them up before the next meeting so we can have help unloading them.

K9 NEWS:
Nothing new.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
We are going to get a few duffle bags  that we can use for dropping from
helicopters to patients in trouble. The bags would contain a few simple items
such as a sleeping bag and a space blanket shelter, FRS radio, water and a
way to start a fire. Please contact Scott Willis or Rick Schroeder if you’d like
to help with this project.

We need to organize the distribution of radios again and Lt. Malan said he
will come up with a plan for doing this. An on-going problem is having batter-
ies that are fully charged up. Another issue arose on the 1/30/06 callout and
that was the need for ear buds for people on the snowmobile team so they
can hear the radio over the engine noise.

Dep. Toll and Sheri reworked the new WCSSAR p atch  to accommodate the
design needs for a vehicle decal. The image in the center of the patch is now
a higher resolution and there is a white border surrounding the outer red
ring. It is now a very large raster image, but in case anyone wants to down-
load a very high resolution copy, we will post it on the web site.

Autoliv donated a large box of surplus  radios and supplies. Lt. Malan and
Scott Willis went through this collection and took out the items that would be
useful to the WCSO and will liquidate the rest.

MEDICAL NEWS:
Nothing new.

Brandon Woods demonstrates his probe pole style
at the Avalanche I practical session at Snowbasin on
01/14/06. Photo Kris Harrop

Rick Schroeder organizes a probe line at Snowbasin.
Photo Kris Harrop

Beacon search at the Snowbasin Avalanche I
practical. Photo Kris Harrop
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MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Nothing new.

SEARCH NEWS:
The State SAR dues  were paid. The primary purpose for this is to maintain
access to the license for the SAR radio frequency. The cost is $7.50 per
member. We listed the senior members and the Executive Committee for a
total of 26 members.

We’ve also paid the NASAR voting member dues for WCSSAR as a team.

Branden Loock is back in contact with NASAR. There is no longer a SAR
Tech III level but only levels I and II. Branden will investigate any other changes
and then put together a suggested training sequence for getting team mem-
bers certified. This may have long term consequences with the federal rescue
typing standards being developed by FEMA.

Wolf Mount ain  is discussing the possibility of extending their ski area up to
the ridgeline and they hope to start limited snowcat skiing this season. Both of
these changes will likely increase the number of out-of-bounds skiers and
snowboarders. To insure a fast response we’ll start to certify some of their
patrollers as auxiliary WCSSAR members like we do at Snowbasin. This pro-
cess will begin once they actually start to expand their terrain.

State Public Safety Commissioner Robert Flowers has been concerned about
counties using the state DPS helicopter too much for SAR missions. Lt.
Malan feels that we have been responsible users and also noted that we pay
for their fuel. For now, we expect no significant changes in our access to
helicopter support from the state.

OHV NEWS:
Nothing new.

WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
Dep. Toll and Bryan Bennett must do a snowmobile certification class for
kids  in order to keep their certification for being instructors. It will be for chil-
dren in SAR families only. Children must be between 8 years old and having
a driver’s license. The cost is $10 per child and it is classroom only. We will
need a head count before the session, please contact Toll if you are inter-
ested. The class will be held on February 11th from 1-5 pm at the SO Annex.

The Executive Committee discussed the current approach to avalanche train-
ing  and decided that we would do an annual beacon session that would be
required for all winter teams. We decided to return to the standard NSP and
AAAP certification period for the class and full field session which is once
every 3 years. We also decided that we really didn’t need to have a large
number of Level II certifications. So we’ll maintain a few Level II and Level III
members and the rest will be certified to Level I every three years.

Dep. Toll, Lt. Malan and Bryan Bennett will continue hiding prizes  at GPS
coordinates for snowmobile training. The prizes will get better as the season
progresses.

Bryan Bennett and Rick Schroeder were contacted by Adrienne Fowler from
Keela USA ( www.keelausa.com ) a manufacturer of specialty SAR clothing.
They were invited to attend the Outdoor Retailers show to review the company’s
products. According to a report from Bryan—he met Fowler at the show and
the jacket, in his opinion, is very nice. Bryan will bring it to the next meeting.
The price is the same or less than what we paid for the 5.11 jacket. It does not
have a zip out liner or the reflective vest, but the technology is more suited for

Fletcher supervises the digging of a snow pit to
assess snow pack conditions at the Avalanche I
practical. Photo Kris Harrop

Probe pole line practice at Snowbasin. Photo Rick
Schroeder

Jared Randall, Lane McPheeters and Brandon
Woods compare notes at the Snowbasin practical.
Photo Kris Harrop

Rick Schroeder, Jonathan Stucker, Jeff Stark and
Jared Randall pose for Kris Harrop.
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back country use. As a side note, the 1/30/06 call out was in a very wet snow
storm. Several on the team got very wet through the 5.11 jacket. In the future,
Bryan said he will be wearing his regular Arctic Cat gear in wet situations.

The Snowtracks TV crew has contacted Bryan and they’ve set a target for
getting out here for filming sometime in April.

PREVENTIVE SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWS:
A Harrisville CERT  class started on January 12th and will run for 7 weeks. It
is on Thursday nights from 6-10 at the Harrisville city offices. As always, Jeff
Stark can use some assistance and he can easily train you in what needs to
be done. Contact him if you are interested in helping.

Project Lifesaver  is probably still a “go.” We’ve been trying to market it but
there are only a few clients. We need at least 7-10 clients to make it worth the
effort. We will use some of the proceeds to pay someone to do the monthly
follow-up and battery maintenance. Contact Lt. Malan for more details.

MEMBER PROFILE BY KATHY BENNETT:
Art Pluim  has been a member of Search and Rescue for 20 years. He is
currently coordinator of the Swift Water and Dive teams. Art is married and is
the father of 5 children, ranging in the ages of 11 years to 20 years old.

Art is a soldier in the US Army Reserves and was recently activated to serve
in Iraq. He will be there for approximately 18 months. In the past, Art has
been a helicopter pilot for the reserves, however, his current deployment will
be as a truck driver.

Art will have an e-mail address and we hope you will take a moment to show
support for him and his family. His e-mail address is: arthur.f.pluim@US.army.mil.

We would like to thank Art for his service with the WCSSAR. We look for-
ward to him returning home safe and continuing his efforts with this organi-
zation. We would like Art to know how proud we are of him and his service to
his country and to us, as Americans. Art take care and be safe.

FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Due to a personal emergency, Patsy Winchester is off the hook this month
for the accuracy of the minutes for the newsletter—hope your tooth is better
soon! A big thank you to Kathy Bennett for stepping forward to write a monthly
article on our members.

This newsletter is published for the benefit of all WCSSAR members.
Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net

According to Lt. Malan, “Beaver Hole Toll” has demon-
strated boundless enthusiasm for finding good hiding
places for the GPS prize hunt. Dep. Toll’s comment:
“I meant to do that...” Photo by Craig Brenchley

“Oh yeah...that’s brisk.” Art Pluim and Kevin Tams
brace themselves for an icy dip. Photo provided by
Kevin Tams.

Kurt Hadfield and Art Pluim position the raft for the
swiftwater training on 05/07/05.

Art prepares to go diving at the
Lost Creek body recovery in
Morgan Co. in August 2003.

Are we having fun yet? Art Pluim and Don Olsen. Take care Art and come home soon!


