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TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2007
JANUARY

09 Pack Test, 6 pm ..................................................................................................................... Bryan B.
09 Monthly mtg, Winter readiness, patient care, GPS & Land Navigation ......... Brandon W., Bryan B.
09 Avalanche I Class—online, can be done at anytime..............................................................Mike J.

09-10 Avalanche I Classroom, at WSU Lind Lecture Hall 121 ........................................ Steve E., Kurt H.
13 Avalanche field session w/ Powder Mtn. Ski Patrol ............................................... Steve E., Kurt H.
27 Winter, Ski & Snowcat teams, GPS, avalanche scenario & BBQ Davies Cabin ... Bryan B., Mike J.

FEBRUARY

06 Monthly meeting, Helicopter ops and hypothermia ............................................................... John S.
10 Monthly practical, GPS night search winter team, Monte Cristo ........................................ Bryan B.

23-25 Winter Survival Seminar .......................................................................................... Dep. Brandon T.

NOV/DEC 2006 CALLOUTS

December 22, 7 pm—Missing 40 year old novice snowmobiler in the Arbs Basin area.  A group
of beginning snowmobilers were out for a ride together when one of them got separated at about 2
pm. The group went back to look for him but couldn’t find him. They tried to get assistance from the
State Parks personnel at the Monte parking lot but due to some confusion with the gate attendant the
call to SAR was delayed by over 4 hours. We formed several snowmobile teams and a snowcat
team.

The first snowmobile team left at 8:43 pm and they took several of the family members with them to
identify the point last known for the missing person. Allen Melle then kept this group safe and warm
while the rest of the team started their search. The missing person was located and evacuated to the
snowcat by 9:58 and his medical condition evaluated. At 10:33 he was back at command and re-
united with his family.

When he became lost in the fog he made the correct decision, he decided to stay put. He built a fire
by soaking a sock in his gas tank. He was tired and hungry but otherwise OK. It was a good search,
in less than three hours from when our team got the page out the patient was located and moved to
a safe spot. The only significant flaw on our part was that we didn’t get a GPS reading on the patient’s
location. Please remember that the protocol is to immediately have one team member take a location
reading and contact IC while the other team members are evaluating the patient. This is very impor-
tant because it allows us to start moving other teams into position to assist should things suddenly
start to go wrong for some reason.

December 28 th, 6:43 pm—A  Snowboarder from T exas was riding through the trees near the Hid-
den Lake lift at Powder Mountain Resort. This was his first day in Utah and he was not familiar with
the resort. The conditions were poor with only 50 foot visibility. He was last seen in the Hidden Lake
Lodge at about 2 pm and he was wet. He attempted to return to the Hidden Lake area but went right
instead of left at the saddle east of the lodge. The result is that he went into Lefties Canyon.

Powder Mountain Ski Patrol searched extensively inside the resort boundaries for several hours
including during our initial set up of the snowmobile team. Using GPS coordinates provided by Kurt
Hadfield we sent snowmobile teams to cut track in Lefties, Davenport, Middle Fork and Paradise
canyons. The backcountry ski team was held in reserve. One team found skier tracks (which we
were not looking for yet) in the bottom of Paradise Canyon below the Paradise lift. Another team
located the patient’s snowboard tracks in Lefties Canyon. We followed those tracks to the patient
near the microwave towers. However, the visibility and blowing snow was so bad that even when we
had voice contact with the patient it was difficult to locate him. He had traveled approximately 900
vertical feet down into Lefties before turning around and post holing out.

Once he was out of the canyon he decided to make a snow shelter, but it was only a depression in the
snow. While it may have reduced the wind a bit, it did little to help him stay warm. In fact, it likely
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allowed cold air to pool around him while losing all his warm air. When our teams
found him at 10:18 pm he was seriously hypothermic and shivering uncontrollably. He
was not able to ride the snowmobile even when held between the arms of the sled
operator. The team built a large fire to help keep him warm while a Powder Mountain
snowcat was dispatched to their location. The patient was checked out by the medical
team and released to his dad.

December 28 th, 7:30 pm—A skier from North Ogden  was skiing with two friends at
the Powder Mountain Resort at the Sundown area (where they do night skiing at the
resort). They departed the lift and intended to ski down Slowpoke. At the intersection
of Slowpoke and Lightning Ridge the patient became separated from his two friends.
The visibility was poor with 50 feet visibility being typical. Powder Mountain Ski Patrol
searched the trees and runs below Slowpoke and the area around the top of Wolf
Creek Canyon near Lightning Ridge. A WCSSAR backcountry ski team was dispatched
to do a sweep into Wolf Creek Canyon. That team decided to split up. Doug Wewer
and Mike Otto went back up to search the cliff bands and the areas along Slowpoke.

Meanwhile, back at IC it was noted that skier tracks had been spotted in Paradise
Canyon when they were looking for the snowboarder. A snowmobile team was sent to
double check those tracks. Joe Humphreys did some remarkable snowmobiling to get
down over the logs and brush to follow the tracks but it became too thick. So a
backcountry ski team was formed with Doug and Mike as well as  Michael and Michelle
Carlisle. They found an old road a few hundred feet down and followed the tracks. The
patient however kept leaving the road going into the creek and up onto the ridge (to
attempt to get cell phone service). This slowed our team down significantly.

At about this same time the team searching Wolf Creek found some boot tracks and
were following those which turned out to be just hikers. Finally the team in Paradise
Canyon caught up with the missing skier at 3:55 am. He was located over 5 miles
(straight line) from the point where he was originally lost. The patient was wearing only
cotton clothing and was running out of energy. He was completely wet and was warm
only because he was still moving. It is clear that he’d have been seriously hypothermic
by morning if we hadn’t found him.

While Mike and Doug were evaluating his medical condition, the Carlisles were crank-
ing out hot cocoa on their stove. It was an excellent team response. Earlier at 2 am
Cache County SAR was notified that we had a search going into their county. They
dispatched teams that went in to bring our team and patient out to their incident com-
mand. Because of the varying snow conditions it was difficult for Cache SAR to decide
whether to use snowmobiles or ATV’s. It was finally decided to use both to get the
patient and ski team and then all were ferried via snowcat on the Avon to North Fork
road. They reached Cache IC at about 7 am.

One thing certainly became clear on this rescue, it is important to keep radio traffic off
of the operational channel except for important communication with IC. Conversations
on the SAR radio channel were blocking out our weak connection with the field team.

December 31 st, midnight—T wo lost snowboarders at Powder Mount ain Resort.
In a cell phone call they noted that they could see city lights and were trying to hike
towards them. It turns out that they were in Wolf Creek. Shortly after the callout was
paged they walked out. We canceled the call at 12:36 am.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Sheila Mavin , whom WCSSAR rescued back in 1995, passed away from cancer. She
made a request that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to our organization. She was
rescued on 3/5/1995 in the Wheeler Creek area. At the time of her rescue, her core
temperature was 83 degrees. Soaking wet with a shattered knee and severe hypother-
mia, Sheila was at the brink of death when we found her sometime after midnight. The
rescue was even mentioned in her obituary and she often said she thought of SAR
everyday since her rescue and how grateful she was for the extra 11 years she had
because of it. It was a dramatic rescue in many ways and there is no doubt that our
team made the difference that night for her and her family.

Sheila was a tremendous supporter of WCSSAR and made a sizable donation to our
team last year. She helped me with a KCPW radio program on hypothermia using her

On a very early and cold Sunday morning, the
technical climb team gathers to prepare for the
CALEA demo on the climb wall—12/03/06.

Don Olsen is ready to show off our new Dive Trailer.

Scott Willis and Trini suddenly become props at
the last minute as the final touches are added to
an already impressive display.

The CALEA inspectors make their rounds as Lt.
Jeff Malan and Dep. Brandon Toll explain the
equipment and protocols of our search and rescue
team.
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personal story as a key part of the 90 minute program. She also
wrote the rescue up for publication but didn’t get the chance to
follow that through, her family might eventually submit it to some-
thing like Outside Magazine. I’ve promised the family that any
donations would go towards training and equipment for our team.
It was truly a case where we lived up to the SAR motto of why
we donate so much time and effort to this activity, “so that
others may live.”  I just can’t express how proud I am of our team!

There is much discussion in the national news about SAR re-
sponse and cost recovery . The focus is mostly on Oregon
and the three high profile searches they had in December:

The still missing child at Crater Lake National Park.
The Kim family lost on a snowy road for over a week where the dad hiked out
for help and perished.
And, of course, the three climbers on Mount Hood.

As usual, this national discussion has included a lot of misinformation and finger
pointing. On the other hand, it is becoming clear that training is what makes or breaks
an operation.

Here is a good quote from an Editorial in “The Oregonian”  newspaper on Dec
ember 19th, 2006:

“Yet in times of crisis, ‘People don’t rise to the occasion. They default to their
training.’

That line has been attributed to Rick Rescorla, the soldier-turned-security
officer who saved the lives of all but six of the 2,700 Morgan Stanley employ-
ees in the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001. Other firms that hadn’t
conducted the disaster drills Morgan Stanley had lost scores of employees in
the terrorist attacks.

That experience demonstrated some essential lessons. It’s critically impor-
tant for information to flow smoothly, up and down chains of command and
across organizational boundaries. First responders should also operate within
a clear chain of command, with a skilled coordinator at the top of the pyramid.
And there is no substitute for training.

The search for the Kims fell tragically short on all these points. We are re-
lieved that Kati Kim and her two daughters were rescued. We grieve that the
girls’ father wasn’t.

And we still wonder if he could have been.”

Sheriff Slater would like to share a few words with us on these issues:

There seems to be 3 or 4 points of contention that the media/public are focusing on
in these events:

1. lack of response or delayed response to a call;
2. lack of utilization of “all available” SAR tools/providers etc.;
3. lack of notification/coordination with other agencies/providers/industry;
4. lack of thorough investigation/canvass at the front end of an overdue person

or family report.

I am not being critical of our personnel (volunteer or otherwise). I think we as an orga-
nization have done a great job on the incidents I have seen personally or have been
briefed on. In fact we have often exceeded expectation. I am just passing on my obser-
vations of some events that have occurred in other areas of the country and reinforcing
the “why” of training, standards, and our desire as the Weber County Sheriffs Office to
provide adequate resources by type and number in a timely manner. I wanted you to
know that I take comfort in the work and professionalism you provide in service to the
Sheriffs Office and our SAR responsibility.

I asked the Executive Committee to review the editorial from the Oregonian. (Editor’s
Note: You need a subscription to read this article online—if you are interested in
reading it—send me an email and I will forward a copy to you.) I would ask you to
read it in the light of asking ourselves how we would have responded in same or

And last, but not
least—the climb
team demon-
strates a litter
raising and
lowering on the
climb wall.Thanks
to everyone who
participated for a
great show.

Manuel Genschwein (R), developer of the helicopter
mounted long range receiver, and Dean Cardinale (L),
Snowbird Snow Safety and WBR president demon-
strated the system. Photo by Mike Jenkins

The unit in a training exercise with Life Flight. The
system was also tested by Air Med and WPG
helicopters. WBR bought two systems as did Air Med
and Life Flight. Photo by Mike Jenkins

12/09/06 event at Snowbasin where WCSSAR
members try out the new rescue training center
installed by WBR. Photo by Scott Loock
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similar circumstances:

What would we have done better?
What did they do that would be an improvement for us?

After you have done that, let’s share our thoughts by email and see what we come up
with.

Brad W. Slater , Weber County Sherif f

Allen Melle noted that he saw a newscast in reference to Mt. Hood.  The person
being interviewed was asked where the resources were from and he stated the re-
sources “just come.” In reality there were at least four MRA certified mountaineering
SAR teams responding for the rescue attempts on Mt. Hood. These volunteers in-
cluded over 40 highly trained MRA members on the ground not to mention the numer-
ous motivated non-MRA personnel that responded. These are dedicated people and
agencies that have spent thousands of combined hours in training for just this sort of
incident. They do not, in fact, “just come” but put tremendous effort into being ready to
help anyone in need. It’s a good reminder to watch carefully what you say to the
media. In fact, it is our policy to simply refer the media to the command staff at IC. The
best approach is to ask the media to wait and that you will go inform IC that they would
like to talk to someone. Remember that you are the SAR expert and the media will
take any comment you make as gospel, even off-hand comments.

Lt. Jeff Malan and Sheriff Slater would like to thank everyone involved with the
CALEA  static display and snowcat ride. The assessors were overwhelmed with it.
They said they had never seen a static display like ours. They also stated they had
never been to a Sheriff’s Office where all the members (including volunteers) had only
positive things to say about CALEA. They also liked the fact that SAR volunteers
helped with the static display. Most agencies are relieved when they meet the CALEA
standards and exceed a few of them. The Weber County Sheriff’s Office not only
meet the standards but exceeded 65% of those standards.

December’s SAR newsletter mentioned (and included pictures) that there is a new
avalanche beacon sensor designed to hang under a helicopter . Lt. Malan wants
to purchase our own and have it available for Northern Utah. We will be checking into
the cost and availability and will keep you posted.

The annual SAR report is being completed. We’ll eventually have a copy on the web
for you to read. Here are a few preliminary items from the report. We had 26 missions
that we actually rolled on, i.e., not counting standby calls that were canceled. Only one
mission this year was out of jurisdiction (the Morgan county assist for the drowning
victim). We rescued/recovered 49 people, 28 were visitors and 21 were county resi-
dents. There were 751 paid law enforcement officer hours and over 1900 volunteer
SAR hours on missions. There were over 4,500 training hours logged for both paid
and volunteer personnel. The major incident types were: 7 hikers, 5 skiers/
snowboarders, 5 snowmobilers, 3 drowning and 2 suicides. For comparison, in 2005
we had 22 callouts for 36 victims and in 2004 there were 29 callouts for 47 victims.

Lt. Jeff Malan, Sgt. Chad Ferrin, Dep. Brandon Toll, Steve Ericson, Sheri Trbovich,
and I met with Powder Mount ain  staff in reference to the challenges we have with
lost skiers and snowboarders. Powder Mountain management took this meeting very
seriously and had senior staff members as well as a representative from the new
owners at the meeting. We discussed multiple issues including boundary signs, call
out protocol and expectations for their Ski Patrol. Powder Mountain said they would
install signs or poles at key locations where lost people tend to collect. These signs
would include GPS coordinates or other location/rescue information that could be
used if they can get cell phone contact.

We also expressed concern that customers are purchasing passes to be taken on the
snowcats to out of bounds skiing and yet we are expected to find the lost skiers in
these areas. The resort is already responding very positively. At the December searches
they had a significant team of ski patrollers working after hours to aid us in the search
for their lost guests. Also, we are arranging for some daylight ski tours for our
backcountry ski team so that we can become more familiar with the terrain. Several of
their ski patrollers will join us for those tours. Please be advised that snowmobilers

Mike Jenkins stands next to the new “Are You Beeping?”
Know Before You Go...Into the Backcountry sign at
Snowbasin. Photo supplied by Mike Jenkins.

The happy duo, Sgt. Chad Ferrin and Dep.
Brandon Toll. I kept trying to catch a picture of
Sgt. Ferrin with his hat on...but he’s too alert!

The Dec. 16th training was a combination of
Beacon search and Pack test. While some team
members marched the pack test, others displayed
their proficiency with a beacon.

Practicing a beacon search in the “limelight” of the
cameras at Snowbasin. Photo by Scott Loock
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are no longer allowed on Powder Mountain except for SAR team members when
on a call out or training mission.

The Keela SAR jacket s have arrived  and can be picked up at the meeting. Please
bring $90 for your share of the cost of the jacket if you ordered one. Also, there are
some medium and small 5-11 Tactical SAR coats left over from last year if members
are interested. The cost is $58.50 for those coats. You should get your name embroi-
dered on the coat. Gary Stoker’s wife has a computerized sewing system for this and
will do it for a minimal fee to cover her time and expenses. She already has the
correct color of thread in stock and the correct fonts programmed into her system.

SAR hat s should be available at the January meeting. We will supply one hat per
team member for free on a first come, first served basis. The available colors are
red and khaki. You may order more at your own expense from Pro-Street embroi-
dery on Washington Blvd. You can also order the SAR dress shirts from them.

Gary Stoker is checking on the red long and short sleeved polypro shirt s that
we use for our callout uniform. The supplier was out of stock last month. As soon
as they are available we’ll put together a new order.

We have some of the old SAR p atches  left if you would like to purchase (at cost)
any of these from Lt. Malan. We are looking into getting some new patches made
with our new SAR emblem (see the first page of the newsletter for an example).

First a reminder, the fitness test is an annual requirement . We have made sev-
eral significant changes to the fitness tests. The Logistics Team will need to do the
“Light” test which is a one-mile hike with no pack on level ground in 16 minutes. We
have adapted the U.S. Civil Service forms for the fitness test which includes an
informed consent form and a health screening questionnaire. The people adminis-
tering the test will also have a uniform document to fill out each time. This is all part
of our move to improve safety and record keeping. The alternative of using the
doctor’s evaluation forms is still being reviewed by the county attorney. As soon as
I hear back from him I’ll get them posted on the web and emailed to those who are
interested.

There is some discussion about changing the fitness test for K9 teams  from
Moderate Level to Arduous Level since all K9 members are ground pounders. The
idea is that motorized teams (snowcat, snowmobiles, OHV) should pass at the
Moderate Level and self propelled teams (searchers, climbers, divers, K9,
backcountry skiers) should pass at the Arduous Level. Finally, Logistics and sup-
port personnel should pass at the Light Level.

As a final note, I was interviewed by the national ABC News team in reference to
Mt. Hood, Hypothermia and SAR. The printed article made it but I’m not sure if the
air broadcast did. The broadcast was about 5 to 7 minutes long and it was on Good
Morning America’s Healthy Life segment talking about Hypothermia and in particu-
lar what to look for and how to avoid getting it.

MEMBERSHIP ISSUES AND UPDATES

Please welcome Mike Otto  to the medical, backcountry ski and non-technical
climber teams. He skis on both telemark and AT gear when in the backcountry.
Mike can be reached at 791-2406. Mike is a 10-year member of the Powder Moun-
tain Ski Patrol. He is a level I avalanche instructor and is level II certified. He has
completed the National Ski Patrol level I and II mountaineering courses. He is OEC
certified and has been an OEC instructor for 7 years. He is skilled at using GPS
units. Please give him a call the next time you are skiing in the backcountry or
heading up to Powder Mountain and join him for a run.

Lonnie Everill  sent the following note, “I wanted to take a moment and let you
know that I will no longer be able to participate as a member of SAR. I recently
accepted a position with United States Probation in San Diego, CA and therefore
will be moving to warmer weather. Thank you for the experience and knowledge
that I have gained while participating in SAR activities and training. I have appreci-
ated the opportunity and wish the team the best of luck. Stay Safe, Lonnie Everill”
We wish Lonnie the best of luck with his new job.

John Sohl and Steve Ericson try out Branden
Loock’s Barryvox Pulse while Lyman Stoker and Jed
McDermott look on.

After the pack test, everyone joins in the fun of
finding beacons and comparing transceivers. This
was a good opportunity to try out different beacons.

Travis Baird and Jed McDermott lead the pack all
the way!

Bryan Bennett brought best friend Jackie along for
a walk. Jackie covered at least twice the distance
of everyone else.
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Owen Thomp son  has requested to be removed from the team due to time con-
straints and our training schedule. We thank Owen for his years of service to the
community through SAR work and hope he considers us again if his time allows in the
future.

Mike & Art Davies  and Claude Andrews  have requested to be moved to the logis-
tics team. They will assist with safety checks, radio communications in the field and
other duties such as securing search perimeters in the field.

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

Jan 9 th—7 pm at the Sheriff ’s Office annex.  Topics: GPS usage, mapping coordi-
nates and land navigation, winter readiness and patient packaging. Please make
sure to bring your GPS units to the meeting. Also, bring any computer cables that
came with the unit if you can. We’ll attempt to update the firmware on as many of
them as we can. We will also do another fitness test. If you are doing the fitness test
you must arrive at 6 pm ready to hike with a loaded and pre-weighed pack.

Arduous Level = 45 lb. pack or 20% of your body weight, 3 miles in 45 minutes
Moderate Level = 25 lb. pack, 2 miles in 30 minutes
Light Level = no pack, 1 mile in 16 minutes

We will also set up some Saturday morning options for the fitness test  in the next
month or two. (Remember: motorized teams (snowcat, snowmobiles, OHV) should
pass at the Moderate Level and self propelled teams (searchers, climbers, divers, K9,
backcountry skiers) should pass at the Arduous Level. Finally, Logistics and support
personnel should pass at the Light Level.)

January 9 th–10th Avalanche I classroom session at W eber State Univ . in LL 121 at
7 pm. That course is being headed up by Steve Ericson and Kurt Hadfield. There is
also a web-based course  that is being coordinated by Mike Jenkins. To access the
web-based avalanche tutorial do one of the following two options:

1. Go to http://ocw.usu.edu
2. Click on Wildland Resources in navigation menu on left hand side
3. Click on Basic Avalanche

or…..
1. Go to http://webct.usu.edu
2. Login as

username: sar_student
password: aggies

3. Click on Avalanche and Snow Dynamics Course
4. Click on Course Material

We are working on an online avalanche quiz for Mike’s course. In the meantime you
can request a paper copy of the quiz from John Sohl or Sheri Trbovich.

January 13 th Avalanche field session at Powder Mtn.  Please meet at the Hidden
Lake Lodge at 8 am sharp.

The January 27 th (note that this is a change in date) field session.  This will be a joint
training with the winter, backcountry ski and K9 teams. We will do equipment evalua-
tion, mock avalanche rescue drills, Snow Anchors & a BBQ at Davies Cabin. Those
who are skiing in should meet at the Hidden Lake Lodge at 8 am and those who are
riding snowcats or snowmobiles should meet at the Monte parking lot at 8 am.

There will be an 8-week long Avalanche II course  at Snowbasin on Saturdays from
Jan 13th through March 3rd, 10 am til 4 pm and the cost is $150.00. You must attend all
sessions to complete the course. If you are already level I certified you can miss the
first few classes with instructor approval. Check with Mike Jenkins for details.

We will be holding the Winter Survival Seminar  again this year. It will be February
23rd to 25th. We will be bringing in a survival expert for special classes at the seminar.
We will also be doing snow anchor training and possibly ice ax arrests. If anyone has
new or favorite ideas for training sessions at the seminar please get them to our
training officer, Mike Fogg as soon as possible so we can get the planning done. (See
the newsletter masthead for contact information.)

,

On the Monte Cristo callout for a missing
snowmobiler on 12/22/06, Rick Schroeder and
Scott Combe prepare the snowcat for the search.
Photo by John Sohl

Caleb prepares his sled to transport Brandon Everett
to the snowcat already in route. Photo by John Sohl

And they’re off... Photo by John Sohl

Bryan Bennett prepares to deploy his team for the
search for the lost snowmobilier at Monte Cristo.
Scott Willis is in the background. Photo by John Sohl
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CLIMBING WALL :
Nothing new.

MRA 2007 CONFERENCE, JUNE 21-24, 2007:
January 19th-20th is the MRA business meeting.  We need to have details well de-
fined by then. John Sohl is attempting to have a preliminary agenda and price esti-
mate by the end of the week. Then we’ll post that to the MRA email listserver to see
who else is interested in making a presentation at the meeting.

Megan Fogg is getting together a list of the vendors  for MRA Conference. She is
trying to get those team members that want to assist with the Vendors together for a
meeting. John is working on the vendor letter right now. Megan said she would get
the letter out by early January. Megan’s work address is being used for the Vendor
responses.

Roy West has made significant headway on getting keynote speakers  for the con-
ference and in preparing the pre-conference sessions. There will be two independent
and parallel pre-conference training sessions. One on technical roped rescue and
one on wilderness medicine.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
We ordered three new Camalot s from Black Diamond. Two of them should arrive
any day now and the third will arrive in a few weeks.

Rick Schroeder and Nathan Foster posted proposed st andards  for the climb team
on the SAR website. Rick wants to get these standards finalized. They have received
very few responses back on the requirements. If you want input please do so now.

DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
Dive Utah will provide the nitrox training  for the team. It will cost $1200 to train 10
people. This training will be mandatory for the dive team. This is a serious commit-
ment and a one-time deal. There will be no makeup training dates. Don Olsen will
attempt to coordinate a schedule that will work for everyone. The goal is to complete
the training in February if possible.

The dive team will be stepping up training  this year. We are also planning more
joint training sessions with the K9 and swiftwater/kayak teams.

Lt. Jeff Malan has been notified by Salt Lake County that an exercise is coming up to
test the Great Salt Lake Plan , possibly in the next few weeks.

K9 NEWS:
Sgt. Chad Ferrin held a meeting with the K9 team  members. Mike Jenkins will
continue as Team Coordinator with Patti Donahoo as Assistant Team Coordinator.
They will be using the WBR (Wasatch Backcountry Rescue) standards for avalanche
dogs and are checking into other standards to possibly adopt. The meeting stressed
being a team—not individuals. They also decided they will accept only trained dogs
on the team. When it comes time for their tests, Jeff Stark, Stan Stark and Chad
Ferrin will do the evaluating. They will meet the same day as the monthly training for
SAR. They also discussed working as 2 person teams—the dog handler and a ground
pounder assistant. There are 6 dogs on the team at this time.

Jed McDermott took the fitness test in December at the Arduous Level and did very
well, coming in several minutes ahead of schedule.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
Weber Area Consolidated Dispatch (911) sent out a memo that some of their num-
bers have changed. The non-emergency phone number for officers and SAR mem-
bers to get through (not for the public) is 395-8224. The non-emergency number for
the general public is now 395-8221. Please use the non-emergency number if you
are attempting to determine if a call out is still active.

Dispatch has a new combination computer and phone system. The new system sup-
posedly has the ability to call phones and leave messages. We don’t know all the
capabilities yet but it sounds like we can now reach cell phones and land lines. This

Our missing snowmobiler is safely returned to his
awaiting family and friends. Photo by John Sohl

Team members gather after the search to debrief
and go home! Photo by John Sohl

Very tired team members gather in the Hidden Lake
lodge during the double search for the missing
snowboarder and missing skier on 12/28–29/06.
Photo by Gary Stoker

Meanwhile,out in the field our team finally catches
up to the missing skier on the road to Avon. Here he
is warmly wrapped by the fire while Michelle Carlisle
stands by—time 4:30 am. Photo by Doug Wewer.
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could solve the problems we have with team members living in areas with poor to zero
cell service. It also would not matter who the cell phone provider is since we would not
be sending email to the phones. John Sohl, Sheri Trbovich and Lt. Jeff Malan will get
with Tammy Weese (from dispatch) as soon as we can arrange a meeting to discuss
doing the SAR page outs from the dispatch center.

Please note that Logistics T eam members are now expected to do the “Light Level”
fitness test. That’s a one mile walk on level ground in 16 minutes. You will also have the
option of doing the physician’s evaluation but will not need to do the exercise stress test.

MEDICAL NEWS:
We restructured the p ack test —see the Director’s Message for details. Because we
are now collecting some health information we must obey the HIPAA law on privacy
and health information ( http://aspe.hhs.gov/admnsimp/pl104191.htm ). Those mem-
bers of the Sheriff’s Office and the Executive Committee that will have access to this
information will need to sign a form indicating that they understand the HIPAA law.
Steve Ericson will get these HIPAA forms together. It will be important to make sure
that proper personnel, including someone from the Medical Team, are always on hand
when we do the fitness tests. On a related note, it is probably a good idea for all SAR
team members to understand the HIPAA requirements since we all respond to patients
in one form or another.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
The Weber County Sheriff’s Posse has a new captain. The Captain is Jim Armstrong ,
his home phone is 731-1440 and cell phone is 540-5192. As a reminder, the Sheriff’s
Posse is a completely independent organization from WCSSAR’s Mounted SAR Team,
although people can belong to both groups and we sometimes have joint meetings
and/or training sessions.

SEARCH NEWS:
Nothing new.

OHV NEWS:
Nothing new.

WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
The training and BBQ  at Davies has been moved to January 27 th because of numer-
ous conflicts. Lt. Jeff Malan and Bryan Bennett will go earlier and set a GPS track for
the skiers. Please remember that after the BBQ we need to make sure everyone has a
ride out. We’ll use the snowmobiles to tow the skiers back to Powder Mountain. The
snowcats will transport K9 and Logistics team members.

Sgt. Ron Kendell is now heading up Snowcat s with Scott Combe’s help. Three of
the snowcats had some problems. Chrome Dome’s gas pedal was sticking and the
starter stayed on. The Weber County Shops have fixed it. The county cat’s radio head-
sets didn’t work. Prescom in Centerville worked on it and located a ground wire that
came off under a panel. It is now up and running. The big Piston Bully has hydraulic
problems. The hydraulic brake was coming on by itself. The County Shops located
some serious hydraulic leaks and they are still working on it. The flatbed snowcat
needs to be tuned up and will be brought into the shop as soon as possible.

The snowcat building is a mess.  Lt. Jeff Malan needs people to help clean it up. He
will look for a date after Christmas. Jeff will talk to the state about getting the building
improved. They already agreed in the past to supply the lumber and materials to build
a proper IC office inside the building. We just need to supply the labor. We’ll put some-
thing together like we did with the Dive Trailer.

We have not heard back from Cache and Rich counties on scheduling an interagency
meeting.  We’ll keep you posted.

PREVENTATIVE SAR NEWS:
There will be a CERT class  in Harrisville beginning in mid-January. As always, this is a
great refresher for your rescue skills and Jeff Stark can always use a hand for one night
or many. Contact him for details.

Cache County SAR comes to the rescue with
snowmobiles and ATV’s—Time: 6 am Photo by
Doug Wewer

Michael Carlisle, Mike Otto and Alex, glad to be on
their way home (inside Cache SAR snowcat). Photo
by Doug Wewer

RickSchroeder meeting the WCSSAR team and
patient on the Avon pass road around 7am after a
45 minute Cache Co. cat ride. Photo by Doug
Wewer

Cache County snowcat, thanks for the lift!
Photo by Doug Wewer
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Jeff Stark and Annie

Jeff and Annie prepare for search training at the head
of the Art Nord trail.

Jeff Stark, back in the Jeep Patrol days, prepares
his snowshoes before a winter search.

Jeff and Annie on one of their many training
adventures, this time for helicopter training.

This time, Annie observes the fine points of
searching from an airboat. I seem to recall that she
was unimpressed.

Jeff is always in a good humor and a consider-
ate team member. Here he volunteers to be a
patient for LIfe Flight hoist training.

You can tell that this guy is a busy dude
when he calmly takes a call while waiting for
his first hoist lift.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT—JEFF STARK: BY KATHY BENNETT

Jeff Stark was born in Ogden, Utah and currently works at Weber Human Services. He has
been married for 2 1/2 years to Dena and has 5 step children and 6 step grandchildren. His
hobbies include rebuilding old cars and trucks. Jeff likes the music of Jethro Tull and his
favorite actor is John Wayne. One goal that Jeff has is to climb the Grand Tetons.

Jeff has been involved in Weber County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue for 15 years. His older
brother, Stan, first introduced him to Search and Rescue. Jeff is also involved as a volunteer
with our local chapter of the Red Cross. Jeff enjoys helping others and it shows. He works
hard to continually improve his skills and is a member of nearly all of the various WCSSAR
teams. Jeff was one of the first WCSSAR team members to get OEC certified when we
started doing that about 10 years ago.

Jeff has a long time partner in Search and Rescue, her name is Annie. She is 13 years old
and after faithfully serving as a search dog for many years, is currently having some health
problems. Annie is a bloodhound and has participated on
numerous callouts. Her greatest find was in 1996—at Hour
Glass Lake she followed a track that was 196 hours old and
found a missing person.

Jeff Stark puts in countless hours of volunteer service to teach
CERT classes for Harrisville and other local communities.
WCSSAR can always count on him to arrange for equip-
ment, books and tests for our annual professional CPR re-
certifications and classes. On top of all of these volunteer
hours, Jeff takes charge of arranging and conducting most
of WCSSAR’s Hug-A-Tree visits to the local schools, scout
troops and clubs—teaching boys and girls (and their par-
ents) about staying safe while having fun in the backcountry.

We express our gratitude to Jeff and Annie for their
involvement in volunteer service. WCSSAR would not be
the organization that it is today without dedicated volun-
teers like Jeff and Annie.

 FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
Thanks again to Patsy Winchester  for the minutes for the newsletter!
Thanks to everyone who contributed photos to this issue!
This newsletter is published for the benefit of WCSSAR members.

Newsletter Editor Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net
Or if Comcast is not working use sheri@clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

Jeff is part of a team of climbers training
for the evacuation of a patient (Ian Sohl)
on a scree slope.


