
TRAINING AND EVENTS CALENDAR  2006
JANUARY

03 Monthly meeting, 7 p.m. ....................................................................................................... John S.
07 Mock Search for all winter teams; 9 am (read UPCOMING TRAINING) ...................................... Bryan B.

 10, 11 Avalanche I classroom session @ WSU, rm 122 Lind Lecture Hall ....................... Mike J., John S.
14 Avalanche I field session at Snowbasin; 10 am Bronze Moose .............................................Mike J.

20, 21 MRA Business meeting in SLC .............................................................................................. Roy W.
28 Avalanche I field session at Powder Mountain; 9 am Hidden Lake Lodge ......................... Steve E.

FEBRUARY
07 Monthly meeting ................................................................................................................... John S.
11 Ski Tour and Snowmobile ride at Snowbasin ...................................................... Rick S. & Bryan B.

25, 26 Sat. 1 pm to Sun. noon, overnight Winter Seminar just for our team ..................................Dep. Toll

MARCH
07 Monthly meeting ................................................................................................................... John S.
11 BBQ, familiarization ride, snowcat ride, snow anchors/rescue............................ Rick S. & Bryan B.

NOV/DEC 2005 CALLOUTS

The only almost call out we had was on December 19th. Our dispatch received a call from
Cache County Dispatch advising of a male that had lost his son at Millie Springs. After
officers were enroute, it was discovered that Millie Springs is actually in Rich County. Cache
contacted Rich and the boy was found the next morning around 10 am. He walked out to a
road near the Curtis Creek area and made cell phone contact. Lt. Jeff Malan wants to re-
mind everyone that we don’t respond to other counties’ call outs unless requested by that
county and approved by the Sheriff.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Since Sheri and I are in Florida for two weeks, the newsletter this month is being done “on
the fly” from the other side of the country. Thanks go to Patsy Winchester for taking such
good minutes at the Executive Committee meeting from which this newsletter is created.

Sgt. Ron Kendell will be returning to Search and Rescue work as a representative from the
Sheriff’s Office. Ron is taking the place of Sgt. Brad Randall who retired last year. Ron was
assigned to work SAR a few years ago and already knows much about how we operate.

We have put in place a new system that will allow all the members of the SAR Executive
Committee access to keys  to get us into the training room. With luck this should solve the
problem of being locked out. This has especially been an issue with the Saturday morning
medical classes.

Don Olsen has created an impressive annual report for 2005 . Here is a quick summary.

We had 22 callouts with 36 total patients. This is comparable with 2004, for which
there were 29 callouts with a total of 47 patients. We invested 1,884 personnel hours
on actual rescue missions. For team training our personnel volunteered 4,083 hours.

In 2005 we rescued 36 people of whom 26 (72%) were residents of Weber County
and 10 (28%) were not residents here. Eight of those ten non-residents were guests at
Snowbasin that went exploring into Hell’s Canyon and Taylor’s Canyon.

By mission type, 8 calls where for hikers, 4 for skiers, 2 for snowmobiles and the rest
ranged from avalanches to campers.

The Sheriff and Lt. Jeff Malan are pulling together the basic ideas for a 5 year plan  for SAR.
Likely one of the biggest changes will be to increase our level of documentation for calls and
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training. We also wanting to increase interagency cooperation and training.
One issue that will be addressed is long term training schedules and goals. It
would be good to have a standard training schedule defined that we can use
as a template to plan each year’s classroom and field sessions.

Cabelas up date:  Our paperwork has been accepted and we’re now in line
and waiting for more information. At this point things are looking very good.

Almost everyone who attended the Dec. avalanche beacon training  passed
by finding the beacons in under three minutes. As a reminder to those who
did the beacon training for the first time, you are expected to spend time
practicing under more realistic conditions. You will be tested again at several
of the Jan. meetings and field sessions, especially at the Jan. 3rd meeting.

Also at the December meeting two more members passed the fitness test
and the helicopter landing zone class  was well attended and very interest-
ing as usual. Unfortunately the helicopter itself was not able to make it since
they had an emergency call come in at the same time. I will arrange for
another short session sometime in the next few months where the helicopter
can come in and give us a chance to see how to turn it off in the event of an
emergency among other things.

MEMBERSHIP ISSUES AND UPDATES

Deputy Josh Gard  asked for a change in his assignments within the Sheriff’s
Office and will no longer be working directly with SAR. Thanks for your ser-
vice Josh, we look forward to occassionally working with you again.

Joe Humphreys  was accepted as a new snowmobiler and will be on Lynn
Smith’s team. He rides in the Monte area a lot and has already completed the
First Care course. He has had avalanche classes in the past.

Butch Campbell  was accepted onto the winter team a few months ago but
had some temporary issues arise. He is back in contact with us again and will
be starting his WCSSAR membership in ernest as of our January meetings.

Matt Webb is EMT certified and has a lot of medical skills but has limited
snowmobile experience. He has been reassigned from the snowmobile team
to the snowcat team.

OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING TRAINING

The field session on January 7th  will be a mock search . It will cover GPS,
Avalanche and medical scenarios. This will involve Snowcats, Skiers/board-
ers and Snowmobiles. The area will be near Hidden Lake at Powder Moun-
tain. Skiers/boarders are to meet at Hidden Lake parking lot at 9 am. The
rest are to meet at 9 am at the snowmobile parking lot on Monte. As always
these are the times that we plan to roll out into the field. Please arrive as
early as you need to have time to get your particular gear together to be
ready to go into the field at 9 am.

This mock search will also double as our familiarization ride  to check out
Powder Mountain. We will try for Snowbasin in February. Mounted SAR is
invited to attend the mock search on January 7th as well, contact Allen Melle
for details if you are on the mounted SAR team.

The biggest training for January will be the Avalanche I class . As a reminder,
you must repeat the classroom sessions at least once every two years. You
can test out of the classroom but the field training is mandatory every year.
This year’s classroom sessions will be taught by Mike Jenkins and John Sohl
on January 10th and 11th at 7 pm at Weber State University in room 122 of the
Lind Lecture Hall. You must attend both of the classroom sessions. These
classroom sessions will be very full and fast paced. Please arrive on time.

Lyman Stoker is headed out to find the hidden beacon
in a timed test during the Saturday, December 10th

training at WCSO—the snow is noticeably thin! Photo
Scott Willis

Schyler Rands headed out on his beacon timed test while
Bryan Bennett was watching the time and training him
too. Caption and photo Scott Willis

Scott Loock, Allen Melle, Kris Harrop and Jeff Stark
wait their turns for the timed beacon search in the
WCSO parking lot.
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You can pick your field session (please let us know at the January meetings
which one you plan to attend) to best meet your personal schedule.

January 28th is the Avalanche I field session at Powder Mountain, meet
at Hidden Lake lodge at 9 am.

January 14th is the Avalanche I field session at Snowbasin, meet at
the Bronze Moose at 10 am.

We will try to keep the January 3 rd meeting  short. If possible, the Life Flight
helicopter will be there to complete the December training. We will also hold
a beacon training session for those who didn’t pass earlier. This will be the
last chance for anyone on the W inter T eam that has not already com-
pleted beacon training.

CLIMBING  WALL :
Lt. Jeff Malan totaled the amount of money that was made from the climbing
wall this year and it came to $6,815.00. The list was broken down by events,
this should give us a good idea of which events to handle next year.

CLIMBERS/BACK COUNTRY SKIERS NEWS:
The MRA 2007 meeting  is making progress. Lt Jeff Malan determined that
the ropes course is in fact up and running and we’ll be able to use it. Also,
Roy West contacted Chris Peterson about using the via ferrata for the pre-
conference training. Current plans for the pre-conference are to spend one
day just climbing around and then one day doing a few complicated rescues
from that course. Also, we have committed to base the conference at WSU
and have started putting together the needed contracts with them.

DIVE/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOAT NEWS:
Don Olsen and others are putting together a work p arty  to transition over to
the new dive trailer . The hope is to start work during the holidays. If you are
interested in helping out with any work on the trailer, please contact Don
(see the masthead) as soon as possible.

Don checked the medical O 2 cylinder  (in the new dive trailer) and found
that it is empty.  He attached two oxygen masks to it but they are obviously
no good with an empty bottle. We’ll get it tested and filled by early January.

Bryan Bennett has the empty air t anks  and will take these to be hydro’ed.
We’ll be ready well before the next dive season starts.

K9 NEWS:
Nothing new.

LOGISTICS/DISPATCH NEWS:
Don Olsen is putting together a preliminary callout list (really a set of lists)
for the Reverse 911 (CityWatch) system. Don and Weber Co. Emergency
Management Director Lance Peterson are collaborating on the creation and
maintenance of the data once it is approved by John Sohl and Lt. Malan.
The reverse 911 system is technology that allows dispatch to send phone
messages to select members of the community. For example, an evacua-
tion announcement can be sent to the telephones of all homes in the path of
a wildfire or mudslide. Similarly, this system can also be used to make callouts
to sets of phones for SAR members. If the system works as we hope it will,
the biggest issue will be maintaining the database of phone numbers.

Please remember that it is vitally important for all members to keep
their phone, address and email information up-to-date. If you have any
changes please contact your team coordinator with the new information or

Gary Stoker passing his beacon test. Photo Scott Willis

Everyone headed out at once to see who finds the beacon
first (I hid it, so I didn’t search this time) Caption and
photo Scott Willis

Mike (sans coffee cup) and Megan Fogg, Kurt Hadfield,
Ken Albertson, Alan Clapperton, Allen Melle, and Rick
Schroeder at the beacon testing.

John begins a training session for first time beaconers.
Photo Scott Willis



JANUARY 2006 PAGE 4 WEBER COUNTY SHERIFF SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWSLETTER

simply send it to John Sohl who will make sure it gets to all the right people.

Don has also completed a new dat abase for the collection of team statistics
which he will use to create quarterly reports of vital statistics, missions, and
training. Don will also be tracking attendance, certifications and other per-
sonnel issues.

Mike Jenkins will be keeping track of all searches his ski patrol staff handle
at Snowbasin (on behalf of SAR). Since many of his ski patrollers are auxil-
iary members of WCSSAR, we’ll include this mission information in our an-
nual report.

MEDICAL NEWS:
We  attempting to define a long term schedule  for First Aid training. What
Steve Ericson would like to do is get dedicated dates set for this training for
every year. This should help everyone stay current with their certifications.

We will host a First Care Course  in March for our fellow organization, the
Weber County Sheriff’s Mounted Posse. Allen Melle and Steve will work
together on this to set some dates. Members of WCSSAR that need this
training will be welcomed to attend. It will be hosted at the Posse House.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Please contact Allen Melle if you would like to participate in the mock search
this month. He will coordinate this and determine the best staging location.

SEARCH NEWS:
Nothing new.

OHV NEWS:
Nothing new.

WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCAT NEWS:
Bryan Bennett has created a new team roster , contact him if you have not
yet received a copy.

Scott Combe  will be the coordinator for the Snowcat team. His contact
information is on this newsletter’s masthead.

PREVENTATIVE SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWS:
Nothing new.

FINAL NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

A big thank you to Patsy Winchester  for taking notes at the Executive
Committee meeting and for producing and mailing out this month’s hard
copies of the newsletter!

As John mentioned in the Director’s Message, we are in Florida right now—
which in part explains the shortness of the newsletter. Thanks to Scott W il-
lis for his pictures of the beacon training! You too can have your pictures
published in the newsletter, but please send them to me as soon as you
take them!

When attending a call out or any WCSSAR event, always remember to sign
in/out on the attendance roster. This newsletter is published for the benefit
of all WCSSAR members.

SGT. RON KENDELL DEP. BRANDON TOLL SHERI (EDITOR)
801-430-6297 or 801-940-7231 or 801-725-2771
rkendell@co.weber.ut.us btoll@co.weber.ut.us sherisar@comcast.net

Lane McPheeters concentrates on searching for the
beacon. Photo Scott Willis

Schyler Rands completing his beason test. Photo Scott
Willis

All those were using beacons for the first time did very
well. It’ll be harder to find next time! Photo Scott Willis


